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TRIM SHOW 

At the turn of the century an annual show was held by the Trim 
Horticultural and Industrial Society in the Castle Grounds at Trim. 
Flowers, pot plants, vegetables, needlework and poultry were laid 
out for inspection. Butter and other farm produce were exhibited. 

In the late 1920's a group came together and reorganised Trim 
Show. In 1937 the show was held on the 31st of August. There were 
177 dasses and a total prize money of £250. The other attractions 
were clay pigeon shooting and the St. Patrick's Pipe Band. 

By 1941 the number of classes had grown to 192 with approxi-
mately 800 entries. With the shortages of the war period and the 
outbreak of Foot and Mouth in 1941 it was decided not to hold the 
show. It was not until 1952 that the show was again held. The 
following year there were over one thousand entries with exhibi-
tions held in the Town Hall, the Fair Green and the grounds of the 
Castle. 

By 1968 the number of entries had grown to 1650 and the side 
attractions included the Macra na Feirme Farm Tasks Competition. 

Twenty years later Trim Show is celebrating its 50th anniversary. 
Farming has changed over the past fifty years. The Show at Trim has 
adapted to these changes and the Committee look forward to the 
challenges of the next fifty years. 

Brochure sponsored by the McCarrick Family, Pellet stown, Drumree. 

THE STORY OF FARMING IN 
COUNTY MEATH 

Edited by Noel E. French 

INTRODUCTION 

"Meath of the pastures" is a well-known phrase but Meath was 
also known for its wheat and flax growing and other farm enter-
prises. 

Agriculture has changed over the past twenty years but there are 
even greater changes over the past two hundred years and in the 
extracts and articles below some of these changes can be traced. 



LAND TAX, PRICES AND SHEEP IN THE 	 THE FARMING SYSTEM IN THE 1770s 
FIFTEENTH CENTURY 

1470 
Statutes made in the parliament of Dublin, on Monday, after the feast of Saint 

Katherine the Virgin (Nov. 25) 10 Edward IV: 
Robert Missett, gentleman, intended, by the grace of God, to inhabit at 

Bellewston, near Trim, and have made a fortress there, but was so assaulted by the 
O'Connors and Birminghams, that he lost 300L and was forced to pay Birming-
ham for his son, who at killed at Bellewston, 100 marks; he is so reduced as to be 
unable to build the said fortress, he is to have 8d. of every ploughland in Meath. 

It was ordained that all things be sold at the following rates: 
s.d s .d 

A peck of Wheat 	 1.4 
or less 

A peck of Salt 	 0.8 

A peck of Oats 	  0.4 
or less 

A peck of Coals 	 0.6 

A peck of Barley 	 0.8 
or less 

A cwt of Iron 	 0.10 

A peck of Oatmeal 	 

A peck of meal of Bere 	 

0.6 
or less 

0.10 

A yard of course cloth 	 
A yard of the best frieze, 
yard wide 	  

0.2 

1.6 
A barrel of Herrings 	 4. 0 A fresh Hide 	 0.10 
A Beef 	  10.8 A tanned Hide 	 1.8 
A Cow of the best kind 	 6.8 A Gallon of the Best Ale .0.1 1/2 
A Sheep 	  0.8 Do. Rochelle Wine 	 0.6 
A Pig of the best kind 	 3.4 A cwt of White Yarn 	 30.00 
A Goose 	  0.3 A cwt of Grey Yarn 	 23.4 
A little Pig 	  0.3 

1489 
The sheep of that part of Meath verging on the sea, from Dublin to Drogheda, 

ran into the sea in spite of their shepherds, and never returned back. (Source: Trim 
Castle by R. Butler) 

Went in the evening to Lord Mornington's at Dangan, who is making many improve-
ments which he shewed me; his plantations are extensive, and he has formed a large water, 
having five or six islands much varied, and pro-montories of high land shoot so far into it 
as to form almost distant lakes, the effect pleasing. There are above 100 acres under water, 
and his lordship has planned a considerable addition to it. Returned to Summerhill. 

Called at Gibbs Town, where Mr. Gerard has one of the most considerable farms in the 
country. He very kindly shewed me it, and explained the management. 

His bullocks he buys in October at £10 each, and sells them in summer with £4 profit: 
the cows in May, at £5.10s, and sells them before winter from 30s to 40s profit. He mows 
100 acres of hay for the sheep and bullocks, and keeps good after-grass besides. The 
bullocks in winter have nothing but hay and grass, and are always in the fields, there being 
no such thing in this country as foddering yards for winter feeding. Two bullocks require 
three acres. The fields being generally large, a proportion of stock is thrown to each, which 
are left to fat; but if any do not seem to thrive well, they are drawn from them and put into 
better food. 

The sheep Mr. Gerard buys in October, three year old wethers, at 25s.; he begins to sell 
in April, and by August they are generally gone at about 35s. on an average. Fatting, in this 
manner he thinks more advantageous than ewes and lambs. The winter sheep have hay in 
bad weather. 

Potatoes are a great article of culture; the cottagers take land of the farmers, giving them 
£4.10s an acre, dunged. All in the trenching way, the ridge six feet, the furrow two and a 
half; always weed them, the best season for planting the middle of April. The crop 64 
barrels on an average, and the price 3s.6d. a barell. They have got much into the apple 
potatoe. 

Rent 	 4.11.0 
Spreading dung 	 0.02.0 
Seven barrels of seed @ 3s.6d. 	 1.04.6 
Cutting and laying 	 0.06.6 
Trenching and earthing up 	 4.00.0 
Taking up picking 11/2d a barrell, 64 	0.08.0 

£10.12.0 

From whence it appears, that the prime cost of the potatoes is 4s. a barrel. Wheat is sown 
after them, and sometimes barley; the wheat is generally a bad crop and bad grain, but the 
barley good. For fat hogs they boil them, and at last mix some bran or oats; a hog of 2,cwt. 
will fatten in two months, on six barrels and one barrel of oats. Much poultry is reared and 
fed in all the cabbins by means of potatoes. 

Source - A tour in Ireland 1776 - 1779 by Arthur Young 
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LIVESTOCK 1804 

The average produce of each cow is one cwt of butter, in the six summer 
months; when a cow makes more she is considered as paying well, but if 
less, the dairyman is paid by her. Cows, if not carefully milked, are very 
apt, in hot weather, to contract inflammations in their udders, which 
without attention, often deprive them of the use of one of their teats. 

Heifers, at their fist calving, are particularly subject to this disorder, and 
require great attention; milking evenly and well is the best preventative; 
bleeding, swimming in very cold water, and other repellants, are the best 
cure; some think a dose of salts the more effectual cure, but as the disorder 
is inflammatory, copious bleeding and purging promises best. 

Hogs are generally killed at from one to two years old, and sell at from 
thirty to forty shillings per cwt. Vast numbers of the hogs, fed in this 
district, are sold to jobbers, who drive them to Dublin and Newry, to be 
slaughtered for the navy. The price of young pigs, just weaned, is from 
fourteen shillings and sixpence to a guinea. 

There is only one rabbit warren in the county of sufficient extent to 
entitle it to particular notice in this survey. It extends along the sea-shore, 
from the mouth of the river Boyne, towards the mouth of the Nanny river, 
and belongs to Mr. Brabazon, of Morningtown. The rabbits burrow in a 
heap of sand, blown off the sea-shore by the easterly winds, and feed on 
a salt-marsh running parallel to it, being prevented from going on the 
uplands and corn grounds by broad drains, which are constantly full of 
water; they are taken by pass-nets, placed between them and the burrows, 
on their hasty return from feeding at night, being alarmed by the barking 
of dogs, kept for this purpose. 

They are all disposed of in Dublin market, the skin being generally more 
valuable than the flesh; and they are sold by the warreners, at from one 
shilling and sixpence to two shillings the pair. 

THE FIRST CO-OPERATIVE IN IRELAND 

Horace Plunkett, third son of Lord Dunsany, founded the first co-
operative in Ireland at Dunsany in 1878. He returned to Ireland from 
Oxford and set up a small store with his father's tenants, his steward and 
himself as members. The first manager proved to be a bit fond of the 
"drop" and had to be replaced. 

He introduced silage making to Dunsany and even named a horse 
"Silo". These were his first steps in Agriculture which were to end with 
the radical re-organisation of Irish Agriculture. The first actual society 
formed in Ireland was in 1889 at Doneraile. Today the Irish co-operatives 
control a multi-million pound business. 

The pioneer society at Dunsany gradually faded away but its instigator, 
Horace Plunkett, went on to head the Irish Co-operative Movement 
(I.A.O.S.) and the first Department of Agriculture for Ireland. 

Another early supporter of the Co-op system was Nugent T. Everard 
who farmed at Randlestown near Navan. He also served a term as 
president of the I.A.O.S. It was he who introduced tobacco growing to 
County Meath. 
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TILLAGE 1804 

The soil of the county of Meath being principally composed of a deep 
rich earth, the deepest ploughing is generally considered the best tillage. 

The crops commonly cultivated in Meath are, wheat, oats, barley, bere, 
rye, meslin, clover, flax, potatoes, cabbages, rape, turnips and peas. The 
first nine of these are found almost upon every farm in the country, 
capable of producing them; the four left, though frequently met with, yet 
are not very general throughout the country. 

Duleek is the only barony, where beans may be said to be cultivated, and 
even these not to any great extent. A few, however, do grow them, and 
their produce is sold in Drogheda market. 

TOBACCO GROWING IN MEATH 

Colonel Nugent Everard undertook a series of field trials of 
tobacco plants in 1898 at his estate at Randlestown. By 1904 he was 
growing twenty acres. Drying sheds were erected but tobacco was 
not a popular crop even when Everard personally guaranteed a net 
profit. With the First World War and the upheaval of the establish-
ment of the Free State the growing of tobacco declined only to be 
revived in the "Thirties". The tobacco crop was handled by the 
Meath Co-operative Tobacco Growing Society based at Navan. 
With the outbreak of the Second World War the tobacco industry 
disappeared leaving only some improvised drying sheds on the 
bye-roads of Meath. Would you like a Navan cigar? 

Cabbages have, these many years, been cultivated by Sir Francis 
Hopkins, near Athboy, for feeding cattle, and, I am informed, have 
succeeded very well. There expense, however, in transplantation, and the 
difficulty of preserving them from the depredations of the poor, are 
strong bars to their general cultivation. The best cabbage plants are raised 
on bog or bottom land, that has been skinned and burned, and the seed 
sown in August. 

(Sources: 
Statistical Survey of County Meath for the R.D.S. by Robert Thompson) 

Ransomes Plough and Subsoiler combined. 
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