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ARDMULCHAN 
- If you drive out of Navan on the road that leads to Beauparc, 

about three miles from the town you will come to a sienoost 
which says "Scenic View." If you turn there and pass a few 
houses -on the lane, you will -reach a high escarpment above the 
River Boyne. The sudden perception of the view will make you 
draw your breath. 

Far below, the river flows eastward splashing over a weir - in 
front of you rises the ruined bell tower of Ardmulchan Church in 
its ancient graveyard and, beyond, lies the mote, dominating a 
little valley that descends to the river. Westward, the river curves 
towards you in a great sweep below the hanging woods of 
Ardmulchan House, opposite on a rocky plateau stand the ruins 
of Dunmoe Castle. Sir William Wilde waxes lyrical on the 
Rhine-like beauty of this stretch of river, but even he concludes 
that it cannot be described in simple prose. I am not going to 
lapse into poetry. I am going to lapse into history; the history of 
the church and manor of Ardmulchan and some of the people 
associated with them. I hope it will not be a lapse, for many in-
teresting people will come into the story. 

"Ard Maelchon" means "the height of Nlaelchu." If 
Maelchu was an early chieftain or saint there is no record of him 
as such. His name would suggest "the follower of Cu" and I 
have suggested in my book, "I Send My Love Along The Boy-
ne," that at this spot was the house of the three sons of Nechta 
Scene who met the first challenge of Cucullain and were slain by 
him. 

PATRON DAY 
The writer of the Ordnance Survey letter on Ardmulchan not-

ed in 1836 that "the patron day of the parish was held on the first 
Sunday of August which is called Domnach Chruinn duibh." 
Make MacNeill in her book, "The Festival of Lughnasa," 
argues that Crom Dubh - translated "the Dark Bent One" - is 
the name of a pagan deity, perhaps to be equated with the pagan 
god Crom Crioch vanquished by St. Patrick. She thinks the 
patron day ceremonies described in 1836 as being held at the well 
of Tobair Patriaic may have derived from a long vanished pagan 
festival going back to the Iron Age. 

The well is in the grounds of Ardmulchan House and may inde-
ed, before it received St. Patrick's name, have been the scene of 
pagan festivities. It may also have been a stopping place for 
people crossing the Boyne between Donaghmore and 
Ardmulchan and there was certainly a ford here from early times 
- the ancient road seems to have descended to the river past 
Donaghmore and ascended the southern bank, through what are 
now the grounds of Ardmulchan House, passing south near the 
site of the medieval church of Ardmulchan. Travellers have 
always liked to say a prayer en route particularly before crossing 
a river. There was an early church at Donaghmore for those 
proceeding southward - there may well have been a chapel or 
little cell at Ardmulchan for travellers journeying northward. 

What was a ford? It was more than merely a shallow stretch of 
river - it was a stretch of river paved to provide a footing for men 
and animals, the large flat paving stones probably raised above 
the river bottom on supporting blocks of stone - such "fords" 
can he seen to-day at the river mouth used by the fishermen to 
cross the shallows of the estuary. 



In 968 a battle is recorded by the Four Masters at 
Ardmulchan. Olaf Cuaran, King of Dublin, and his men, 
together with a party of Leinster men, plundered Kells and carri-
ed off a prey of cows. They were returning south when they were 
met by a band of the southern Hy Neill and compelled to fight at 
Ardmulchan - think of the noise and confusion of battle, the clash 
of arms, the cries of the drovers and the attempts of the Hy Neill 
to capture the prey. The Norse won this battle and presumably 
got their cattle safely back to the suburbs of Dublin. 

CROSSING 
The Boyne is fordable in many places and its flow has been 

much altered by weirs over the course of the centuries. It is 
impossible now to pinpoint the exact place of the crossing. We 
may assume, however, that the passage of the river above 
Ardmulchan was of more than usual importance, for as we shall 
see in the course of our story one of the very first stone bridges to 
be built in Ireland was built here and throughout the following 
centuries the townland of Ardmulchan was granted into the 
possessio of men who held important and even supreme military 
positions in Ireland. 

The Normans were territorial magnates and by the time they 
had finished with Meath there was not a townland that could not 
he assigned to one or other of them, either as overlord or un-
dertenant. Dr. Otway Ruthven has shown that the early,  grants of' 
land were almost always co-extensive with, later parisheS,., 
Ardmulchan went to Theobald Walter and we may accept that 
this early manor of Ardmulchan consisted of the townlands of 
Ardmulchan, Haystown and Carnuff, of Kingstown and Greater 
Carnuff, and of Harristown. 

Later on, some of these townlands were granted away as 
manors in their own right - "granted," of course, means leased - 
a rent was always payable by laymen or clerics to the immediate 
overlord. No Norman held land freehold - the land was, in 
theory, the King's and the King was the ultimate landlord. 

PROGENITOR 	 _ 
TheobaldWafer" was ilie-con or Hervey Walter and his wife, 

Maud, and the progenitor of the Butlers of Ormond. The Butler 
pedigree in Burke states that he first came to Ireland with Hugh 
de Lacy and this would account for his grants of land in Meath 
(he was also granted Rathmore). He was a close friend of Prince 
John and may not have remained in Ireland before 1185 when he 
is thought to have accompanied that Prince on his journey thence 
and to have been given the position of his "pincerna" (Latin) or 
his "botiller" (Norman French): in English his chief butler. 
Prince John granted him extensive lands in Limerick and north 
Tipperary. ' 

flowever, a church and a castle were built at Ardmulchan and 
we know from the Register of St. Thomas's Abbey in Dublin that 
the church was dedicated to the Blessed Virgin Mary and that 
Theobald Walter presented "his church beside the Boyne" with 
its chapels and tithes to the monks of the Holy Church of St. 
Thomas, the Martyr, with the request that they pray for the 
souls of his mother and father and for the soul of his brother, 
Hubert, Archbishop of Canterbury, and for the souls of his 
forebearers. Archbishop Hubert Walter died in 1205 so this 
grant must be after that date. Theobald Walter himself died in 
1206. His grant of Ardmulchan to the monks of St. Thomas's 

• Abbey, therefore, can be fairly accurately dated to 1205/6. 
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It was confirmed by King John in 1215. It is unlikely that 
Theobald Walter spent much time in Meath. A seneschal would 
have overseen the building of the church and the castle and the 
handing over of the church to the residential priests sent from St. 

_Thomas's. He would also have supervised the adminstration of 
whatever fishing rights, mills or markets the lord of the manor 
claimed. Some immigrant craftsmen may have been brought in 
from England or Normandy, but it is likely the Irish betagh or 
peasant remained on the land his status changing little under his 
new masters. 

There are three wedgeshaped medieval gravestones in the 
churchyard that may be ascribed to the 13th century: the first is 
carved with a raised Celtic Cross, the ends of the cross having 
floriate fineals. Sir William Wilde describes it in "The Beauties 
of the Boyne and the Blackwater" as being used as the lintel of a 
doorway. It is now standing in the cemetery as a grave marker. If 
one could say it was pre-Norman it would add substance to the 
theory of an early church on the site. However, in spite of the 
Celtic ring, it looks decidedly medieval to me. The other two 
stones have recently been unearthed by the team at present clean-
ing up the cemetery. They show raised floriated crosses carved 
on sandstone flags and may be dated to the 13th century. _ 	 _ 

TOWER 
The church tower may also be as early as 13th or 14th century. 

Situated at the west end of the church, it is typical of many such 
in the Pale. It served in early days not only as a residence for the 
priests but also as a defensive structure. The present ruins of the 
church itself seem to be 15th century, judging from the remaining 
stones from a time mullioned east window, and the circular 
access stairs to a rood loft. A rood was a crucifixion scene placed 
af lye a screen dividing-the chancel from the nave of the church. 

ny such roods were carved and erected in the 15th century. 
I return to the 13th century. In 1230 Richard Nangle, or 

Richard de la Corner as he is generally known, became Bishop of 
Meath. Dean Cogan describes him as "an uncompromising 
vindicator of the rights to his see." He contested the take-over 
from Dublin of many of the churches of Meath. In the case of 
Ardmulchan, he claimed that the temporalities of the church 
belonged, not to St. Thomas's, but to the Diocese of Meath. The 
matter went before an ecclesiastical court and was decided in 
favour of the bishop. He appears then to have bestowed the 
advowson of the church, i.e. the appointment of the rector, on the 
convent of Lismullin which had been founded by his sister. 

The matter, however, remained in dispute. Father Kelly, in his 
researches into the history of Lismullin, has shown that some 
;ettlement was made in the 13th century between the Prioress of 
Lismullin that the Earl of Ormond. The documentation is not 
very clear but we know that, though the nuns no longer held the 
emporalities of the church of Ardmulchan, they did, in fact, 
told land within the parish - at Harristown - up to the time of the 
lissolution of the monasteries. 

LORD OF MEATH 
The dispute as to the church seems to have been settled by 

1258 when the de Lacy heirs, Geoffrey de Geneville and his wife, 
14atilda, remitted a claim to the advowson of the chuch to the 
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Bishop of Meath. This would imply that the manor of 
Ardmulchan had reverted from the Butlers to the feudal lords of 
east Meath - there may well have been an exchange of lands if 
the Butlers wished to consolidate their properties. 

By 1297 the lordship of the manor of Ardmulchan is not in 
doubt - it was held by Geoffrey de Geneville. In that year, a lady 
called Agnes de Valence (a relation of the lords of Wexford) 
obtained, in the court of Westminister, a write against Geoffrey 
de Geneville to distrain for debt. The calendar of the Justiciary 
Rolls of Ireland records, in that year, that "by direction of the 
Court of Common Pleas Nicholas Passelewe, sargeant of the 
king, went to the town of Geoffrey de Geneville at Ardmolghan 
to execute the writ and that all the men in the town deforced him 
of the cattle which he had in his possession. 

Geoffrey de Geneville was lord of many manors in Meath. 
One wonders why the sheriff chose to distrain at Ardmulchan? If 
he thought it was a soft target he appears to have been mistaken. 

From Geoffrey de Geneville the lorship of Meath passed to the 
Mortimers and, eventually, through Richard, Duke of York, to 
the crown in 1460. 

MANOR 
However, earlier than this, during the minority of Edmund 

Mortimer, the lordship had reverted temporarily to King 
Richard II. King Richard granted the manor to his friend, Jenico 
Dartas, to hold during the minority of Edmund Mortimer. 

It is worth pausing in our narrative to write some words on 
Jenico Dartas, the Gascon Squire. He is remembered by 
historians for his loyalty to Richard II at the time of his deposi-
tion. When all but 12 men had forsaken this unhappy king; 
Jenico was the last man of the 12 to put off the king's device (the 
white hart). For his loyalty he was imprisoned by Henry IV; 
however, that king admired his bravery and Jenico was released 
and taken into his service. 

RENTS 
Jenico held many high offices and amassed a great fortune in 

rents and lands in Ireland. His rent to the king for Ardmulchan 
was 100s a year: the rents from his tenants were valued at £35 
per year. When he took over he found the rents from the tenants 
were £.291-6s-8d in arrears and he was unable to collect any rents 
for himself! He protested strongly about this state of affairs and 
the head rent to the king was remitted. 

Ardmulchan was situated conveniently on a crossing of the 
Boyne, and even if it did not provide an income must have been a 
useful staging post for Jenico Dartas and his entourage in his 
journeys between his manorial establishments in Counties Down 
and Louth and those in County Meath and also on his journeys 
on official business. 

Jenico married Joanne Taaffe, heiress of Liscarton. He had a 
son, Janico, and a daughter, Joanna, who married Christopher 
Preston. Joanna's son was Robert Preston (created first 
Viscount Gormanston). From Jenico Dartas comes the name 
"Jenico" found so often in genealogies of the Prestons. 

Professor Edmund Curtis has written a lively memoir of 
Jenico Dartas published in the Journal of the Royal Society of 
Antiquaries of Ireland Vol. LXIII, Part II, P. 182. The  

professor's memoir stated thus: "in perusing the dull brief 
annals of Ireland in the early 15th century, the historian's eye is 
arrested by a gallant personage who rides across the stage in all 
the valour, gaiety and colour of late medieval Europe. His name 
is Janico Dartas, the `Gascon Squire,' a man of action and vivid 
personality worthy to be compared in Irish history with the Nor-
man companies of Strongbow or the adventures of the 
Elizabethan age, men who, like him, combined the purest 

eroism with unabashed self-interest and petty gain. The 
materials of his life are scattered and indirect; such as they are, 
however, they enable us to catch the lineaments and even to hear 
the voice of a remarkable personality." 

BABE'S BRIDGE 
Babe's Bridge was built in the early 13th century and crossed 

the river between the townlands of Donaghmore and Athlumney 
just up river of Ardmulchan townland. We have surmised that the 
road on the right bank ascended from the bridge to the church 
and manorial village of Ardmulchan and gave to both a certain 
status and importance they would have lacked as isolated units. 

Babe's Bridge was one of the earliest stone bridges to be built 
in Ireland and is referred to in 13th century charters as the bridge 
of John le Baub, or John le Balbie. It may have been built as a 
work of private enterprise, the tolls from which would generate 
an income for the family. John le Baub left six acres of land, the 
rents from this to pay for the upkeep of the bridge. It seems to 

' have been maintained, for it is recorded that in 1330 it was the 
only bridge on the Boyne to survive heavy floods. However, at 
some time in the ensuing centuries the endownment passed to the 
crown and repairs were neglected. 

PARLIAMENT 
In 1450, the matter came before the parliament of Ireland - 

"Also whereas there is a bridge called Babe's bridge over the 
Boyne in the liberty of Meath, and from ancient times 10 acres 
of land were devised for the repair of the said bridge, which 10 
acres are called Babesland and the 10 acres of land are in the 
hands of the king by reason of the seizure of them: whereby the 
same bridge is likely for default of repair to perish, which will be 
a great and general injury to all the liege people. Wherefore, it is 
ordained that the Treasurer of Ireland or his deputy, or the far-
mers of the 10 acres, deliver the issues and profits therefore 
securing between the said Parliament and the next parliament to 
the Abbot of Navan and the parson of Admulchan and that they 
lay out the said issues and profits upon the repair of the bridge 
without rendering account thereof to our Lord the King." 

This attempt to by-pass authority was not successful and 13. 
years later the matter again came before Parliament at the re-
quest of the Commons of Meath and is recorded in the Statue 
Rolls for 1463. These record only six acres of land as being left 
for the repair of the bridge and commit the custody of these lands 
to the parson of Dunmoe and the Vicar of Donaghmore, these 
two persons to render an account of their stewardship to the Ab-
bot of Navan. 

From this latter record it would seem that Babesland or at 
least six acres of it was on the north side of the river. 

One arch of this ancient bridge still remains against the right 
hank of the river and Mr. Peter 0' Keeffe, who is making a study 
of the bridges of Ireland, is at present doing research into Bab's 
Bridge. 
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As we have said from the time of Edward IV the manor 
of Ardmulchan was a crown possession as also, it appear s, 

was the church, for in 1495 we find among the Ormond 
deeds a grant to Sir James Ormond from Henry VII ol 
"his lordship or manor of Ardmulchan and the provision 
of the church there ... in Co. Meath with all leets, courts of 
view or frankpledge, wardships, etc. ... by the service of 
one knights fee to hold to the heirs male of his body 
forever."  

This charter seems to imply an organised feudal COM lllllll ily 
living within the manor with manorial courts held by the lottl's 
bailiff; church services held by priests appointed by the lord and 
a regular rent paid to the crown. Whether the manor OW 
encompassed the whole parish or merely by this time the 
townland of Ardmulchan I do not know. 

The overlord in this case was Sir James "Dubh" Butler, an 
illegitimate son of the 6th Earl of Ormond. He was an able man 
sent to Ireland by Henry VII as King's Governor and Treasurer. 
He enjoyed this particular lordship for only two years, for In 
1497 he was slain and Ardmulchan reverted to the crown. 

MAGNATES 
In 1510 Ardmulchan was again granted away this time by 

Henry VIII and, this time, to the head of another great Anglo). 
Norman family, to Garrett More, 3rd Earl of Kildare. Al the 
same time the Earl received a grant of Strangford port In (fl. 
Down and other rights in that area which a-enforces my earlier 
suggestion that in the hands of great magnates Ardmidelian 
served as a staging post between north and south. 

Ardmulchan was granted to the Earl of Kildare In hill moll 
The manor must have reverted to the crown on the attaindei oh 
Garret Oge, the 9th Earl. 

In the meantime, we have an interesting agreement published 
in the Calendar of Ormond Deeds, Vol. IV, p.277, edited by 
Professor Curtis. This agreement tells us something of a nIlla 

who lived and farmed at Ardmulchan in the 16th century. It ii 
dated 26th November, 1544, and runs as follows: 

"Indenture between James Earl of Ormond and Ileiirv Ilet 
of Ardmoiyghane, witness that the said Earl has granted to the 
said Henry two messuages, or farms, and 80 acres arable in 
Donaghmore with the meadows, pastures and cottages belonglil 
thereto which Patrick Porter now holds, reserving the water, 
weirs and fishing of the Boyne, and the sargeant's house Meryl 
to have to hold to Henry Hery and his assigns for 21 yeats at 
annual rent of 4s Irish, with the usual customs and herints. Said 
Henry shall provide meat and drink for one horse and one horse -
boy when the Earl is in Co. Kildare, Dublin, Louth itt 
Westmeath. He shall also plant 24 young ashes yearly on some 
part of his land." 

Let us examine this document. First If Henry 1 lery of 
Ardmulchan was to till 80 acres Irish of land in Doringliemor• 
across the Boyne, he must have had reasonable access to It. Was 
Babe's Bridge still passable for man and plough and horses as 
late as 1544? I think it will may have been. It tells us (hat the 
Earl of Ormond expected meat and drink for one horse and 

horse-boy while traversing all the counties neighbouring on 
Meath. It does not tell us why Henry Hery was absolved (tom I 
this duty if the Earl was actually in Meath, nor does It speclly 
what the horse drank and why it should be chargeable. Was their 
a water-rate as early as this? It is probable that the rent In 
actuality was a money composition. It also tells us thaI (hi' 
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Butlers administered their estate through a sergeant or bailiff 
and, as we might expect, the waters of the Boyne were exploited 
to the advantage of the landlord. The fisheries of Blackcastle are 
documented as early as 1402 when James le Botille, Earl of 
Ormond, granted his manor of Blackcastle together with the 
fisheries to his wife. 

WOOD 
The agreement also emphasises the historic fact that, by the 

16th century, the Pale was short of wood. The landlord wanted 
his woods replanted. If Henry Hery had fulfilled his obligation 
under this part of the lease he should have, over 21 years, planted 
more than 500 ash trees. Some of these should have been 
standing 100 years later when the Civil Survey was made. The 
tivii survey in many cases does list standing ash trees: sadly it 
does not give a single one for Donaghmore! 

In 1953 Ardmulchan was again granted by the crown - this 
time to Donagh O'Brien, 4th Earl of Thomond: this grant 
included a ruined weir for taking eels upon the Boyne. The 4th 
Earl of Thomond had been brought up at the court of Queen 
Elizabeth and reared as a loyal Protestant servant of the Queen. 
In Ireland his interests and official duties lay in Munster, and 
Ardmulchan can ony have been useful to him for its rents or as a 
staging post when on campaign in the north. Indeed this last may 
have been the reason for the grant, for the Earl fought actively 
against Tyrone in the nine years war! 

The monasteries of Ireland were suppressed in 1539. Their 
possessions both temporal and spiritual were listed by 
commissioners enrolled for this purpose. These extents were 
deposited in the Public Record Office in London. They were 
translated from the Latin and edited by Dr. Newport White, and 
published by the Dublin Stationery Office in 1943. There VIIIS no 
monastery at Ardmulchan but there was land in the parish owned 
by the convent of Lismullin and it is interesting to go through the 
extents and to find out something of the way of life of the people 
on the land in the 16th century. 

MANOR 
The Abbey of Lismullin owned the "manor" of Harrestown 

Barrett (part of the townland of Harristown) comprising 168 
Irish acres of arable land (this does not include meadow and 
pasture). The nuns did not farm the land themselves. It was let to 
eighi different tenants who paid money rents and in the case of 
five of them a yearly subscription of one hen or its value. They 
did not, however, have to either plough or reap or cart for the 
nunnery. In addition to land, some of the tenants rented farm 
houses and their adjoining buildings (messuages) and some of 
them may have sub-let. Among the lessees was James Porter, 
and "the proctors of the church of the Blessed Mary of 
Ardmoulghan." These last would have been the officials 
responsible for collecting tithes and other spiritual dues 
throughout the parish. There were in all 15 messuages, i.e. small 
farms on about 200 acres of land. In addition, there must have 
been a number of cottages. This number on a non-residential 
manor-farm gives us some idea of the density of the rural 
population in Meath in the 16th century, i.e. perhaps 80 to 90 
persons on this 200 acres. 

I give the list in full for the benefit of any reader of an 
analytical mind who may wish to extract more information. 
Why, I wonder, was Walter Golding required to pay in a hen 
wer-fit 5d while Edmund Pentoney from his flock had only to 
produce a 2d hen? Perhaps the commissioners were not very 
accurate for this addition is not correct! 

The Manor of Harrestown/Barrett in possession of the 
Nunnery of Lismullin, 1540 - list of tenants: 
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Peter Bretton rented a house at Ardmulchan for 4s a year 
from the Abbot of St. Mary's in Navan. This and the nuns' land 
at Harristown were the only monastic possessions in the parish. 

RECTORS 
Father Cogan gives us the names of two rectors of 

--Ardmulchan in the 16th century: The Rev. Roger, who got leave 
of absence in 1543 and 1545 and who was granted lands by the 
Bishop of Meath, Dr. Staples, must have been an advocate of the 
reformed church as was Dr. Staples. Of the second man, Rev. 
Charles Coyn we know nothing beyond his name. We do know, 
however, that Mass continued to be offered in the church until as 
late as 1613. 

A Chantry was a sung Mass offered for the souls of the dead. 

Chantries became popular in Ireland as early as the 13th century 
when we know in Meath special chantry chapels were construct-
ed within a church and lands made over for the support of a 
priest. We hear of the chantry in Ardmulchan Church when it 
was suppressed in 1613 and its endowments confiscated. 
Chantries in England were suppressed in 1547 and shortly 
thereafter in Ireland. Father Cogan's notes on a chantry at 
Ardmulchan as late as 1613, therefore, interested me sufficiently 
to make me look up the source of his information. I found it in 
the Exchequer Inquisitions taken during the reign of King James 
I, a copy of which can be consulted in the Public Record Office 
in Dublin. The Irish Exchequer in 1613, as all exchequers in all 
ages, was in need of money and inquisitions were held to see 
where it could be found. 

This inquisition was held in the town of Duleek, before 
Nicholas Kenny, gentleman. It stated that from time im-
memorial a perpetual chantry had existed in the church of the 
I lessed N'irgin Mary at Ardmulchan. It consisted of one priest 
woo offered a daily Mass. It had been founded by royal licence 
and had been endowed by the "Gal" (Normans?) with 17 small 
farms and 17 cottages which were still held but without licence of 
the present king . 

The property was held by military service. The chantry was 
suppressed by the ecclesiastical procurators and the curate 
removed from office. 

The fact that this inquisition mentions a Norman endowment, 
a foundation by royal licence, and property held by military 
service suggests an early foundation and leads me to think that, 
perhaps, when the church was rebuilt in the 15th century the 
earlier Masses promises for the souls of Theobald Walter and his 
relations may have been reconstituted into the chantry we have 
been discussing. Possibly when Sir James Ormond held the 
manor he wished to have the prayers for the dead continued as a 
chantry Mass for his forebears? The legitimate descendants of 
Theobald Walter, were still involved in the district, the Earl of 
Ormond holding the manor of Blackcastle across the river. It is a 
pity that the inquisition does not tell us for whom the chantry was 
endowed. 

Kingstown is a townland in the parish of Ardmulchan and I 
think it likely that during the 16th century the Porters of King-
stown were the chief partrons of Ardmulchan church. The 
Porters descended from an old English family who owned much 
land in various parts of Meath. We have noted a Patrick Porter 
leasing land at Donaghmore before 1544. It may have been the 
same Patrick, described as a true and lawful man of the County 
of Meath, who acted as a juror when an inquisition was taken on 
the monastic property belonging to the nuns of Hogges. We have 
also noted a James Porter as one of the lessees of farms at 
Harristown Barrett in 1540. 
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STONES 
NVe now come to the Porter stones in the graveyard at 

Ardmulchan, both of which are, unfortunately, broken. They 
have been described in detail by Lord Walter Fitzgerald in the 
"Journal of the Society for the Preservation of the Memorials of 
the Dead," for 1910 - an wieldly title for a very useful record. 
The first stone says only: "This stone pertaineth to Porter of 

,Kingstowne." 
The second stone shows the Porter arms impaled with the 

Dowdall arms and, for the benefit of students of heraldry, I will 
give the blazon: gules, three hells, two and one argent, for Porter 
and gules, a fesse between five martlets, three and two argent, 
for Dowdall. The Latin inscription is difficult to read or to 
translate but it commemorates a Walter Porter and his wife, 
Eleanor Dowdall. The stone also carries the Porter crest, a large 
stag's head, and the Franciscan emblem of Saint Bernadine of 
Sienna, a sun with 1HS inscribed on it. The lettering and 
emblems on this stone are raised above the cut-away surface of 
the stone which is unusual and Lord Walter Fitzgerald had com-
pared it with the Marward stone at Sryne, which was carved by 
John Cusack. 

An entry in the Book of Funeral Entries tells us that Walter 
Porter of Kingstown died in 1623. He was the son of Simon 
Porter and his second wife was Eleanor Dowdall of Stafford-
stown by whom he had eight children, one of whom was named 
George and may he that George Porter who in 1641 undertook to 
raise a regiment in Ireland to serve in Spain. Father Jennings, in 
,"The Multyfarnham Journal," for 1951 has written at some 

-length of two members of the next generation of this family who 
distinguished thentselves abroad: the first, "Walter Porter, son 

" and heir unto Mr:SynionTorterlif Kingsttivine in the County of 
Eastmeath, gentleman," entered the Franciscan Order in 1653 
as Father Francis Porter. Ile then forfeited his right to succes-
sion and his brother, Patrick, became heir to Kingstown to 
which, alas, he was not to succeed. 

PROFESSOR 
Father Francis became a professor at Saint Isadore's College 

in Rome where he remained until his death in 1702. He was a 
distinguished teacher with the title 'lector jib jubilatus," and an 
appointment as historian and theologian to the exiled King 
James II. 

Patrick Porter seems to have remained in Ireland at least for a 
time. He was one of those who signed the "Faithful and humble 

remonstrance of the Roman Catholic aobility and gentry of 
Ireland," presented to King Charles II in 1661. How he fared 
during the reign of that king we do not know. By 1688 he was 
tutor to Henry Fitzjames, son of James II by Arabella Churchill, 
and occupied on naval duty at Gibralter and in the 
Mediterranean. He appears to have returned to Ireland with 
James II as an officer in Fitzjames's infantry regiment and to 
have fought at the Battle of the Boyne. In consequence, he was 
attainted and his lands forfeited. He died in 1696 at Avignon and 
bequeated his estate in Ireland, "if ever it be recovered," to his 
brother, William. 

It never was recovered. The Books of Survey and Distribution 
in 1641 list Simon Porter of Kingstown, the father of the three 
brothen above, as an Irish Papist owning 319 acres and 1 rood of 

The arms of Walter Porter of Kingstown and his second wife, 
Eleanor Dowdall. 

land at Kingstown and Great Carnuff and other land at 
Harristown. By the end of the century this land belonged to Mr. 
Joseph Deane. 

Father Cogan tells us that about the middle of the 17th century 
a community of Franciscan friars was settled at Ardmulchan - 
these were almost certainly under the protection of the Porters of 
Kingstown. Father Cogan illustrates a silver chalice inscribed 
with a cross and the date 1677 above the name "T. Porter" and 
beneath the words "R.J. Connolly sacerdos me donavit 
Confraternitati Fratrum Minorum, Ardmulchano." This 
chalice, the only object of value to survive from the long past of 
Ardmuichan parish, was placed in the ecclesiastical museum at 
Maynooth for safety and sadly stolen from there. 

1 1 . 
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Much has been written of the bells of Ardmulchan. If 
you enter the tower of the church you will see that, in the 
vaulted roof, three holes have been created through which 
bell ropes would have descended. These would have been a 
feature of the early tower and, remembering that the arms 
of the Porter family were three bells, I think it likely that 
this family had three bells placed in the tower when the 
church was rebuilt. 

The story goes that the bells were removed from the tower to 
prevent them being used to summon Protestant worshippers to 
church and were thrown into a deep pool in the river. When they 
were removed from the tower? I should say shortly after the 
chantry was suppressed and the church taken into Protestant 
hands. 

Mr. Conor Brennan tells me that, from a tree that used to 
stand in the cemetery, old people said a sighting of the actual 
spot in the river could be taken. Bells are valuable not only for 
their sentiment but for their metal. I wonder were they recovered 
from the pool or do they still lie there embedded in mud? I 
wonder also are there descendants of the Porters who know more 
of their history than I can OJT? _ 
—Viscount Netterville—ofTflowth was the grantee of the townland 
of Ardmulchan in 1641. Just how it came into Netterville hands 1 
do not know. Though the Nettervilles managed to retain their 
title and some of their land into the 17th century, they lost their 
grant of Ardmulchan. 

In 1641, Sir Phelim O'Neill led a rebellion against the 
Protestant, people of Ulster which spread to Meath. This 
Insurrection aroused 'strong feelings in friglind: Money was 
raised by 'Adventurers' and an army sent into 'rennin. NI. 

;Richard Grenville, a royalist officer, marched against the rebels 
in Meath. He was a cruel and brutal man. 

Noel French, in his book on Navan, tells us that Grenville's 
subordinate officer, Captain Wentworth, and his company were 
garrisoned at Dunmoe Castle and killed no less than 200 
protected persons in the parishes of Donaghmore and Slre and 
iin the Barony of Niorgallion and also in the townlands of 
Ardmulchan. Kingstown and Harristown. 

It seems that the river was no barrier to them: was Babe's 
Bridge still passable in the 17th century? Sir William Wilde was 
told that Cromwell crossed the Boyne by this bridge. The Civil 
Survey, however, made in 1654 makes no mention of a bridge. 

After the Cromwellian conquest, a Civil Survey of Ireland was 
made for the purpose of deciding what lands were to be forfeited 
and what lands were to go to Adventurers or to soldiers who had 
taken part in the actual fighting. 

BARONY 
The lands within the barony of Skryne were to go to 

Adventurers (the word manor is now no longer used; the barony 
is the unit and within the barony the townland). 

The survey gives us the names of the proprietors in 1640, their 
religion - either "Irish Papist" or "Protestant," and the amount 
of land they owned. It gives some slight information about castles 
and mills and trees but does not list tenants on the land. 

Ardmulchan, Carnuff and some land in Harristown belonged 
to Viscount Netterville, Irish Papist. 

1 2 . 

MILL 
At Ardmulchan, there was a castle, a church, a tuck-mill, 

several small cottages and a ford across the Boyne. A tuck-mill 
was a mill for fulling homespun cloth - a series of beatles thump-
ed the woven cloth to make the woollen strands matt together. 
The tuck-mill, the small cottages and the ford may, at this 
period, have been at the most north-eastern part of the townland 
where later Coxen's cotton mill was built. The bridge here was 
built at some time in the 18th century. It is shown carrying the 
Dublin road across the Boyne in Taylor and Skinner's road map 
of 1778. 

James Aylmer of Dollardstown, Irish Papist, owned 
Hayestown and here it is noted there were a few ash timber trees. 

Simon Porter of Kingstown, Irish Papist, owned King§town, 
Great Carnuff and parts of Harristown. At Kingstown there was 
a ruinous castle, a farm house and a few ash timber trees. 

Sir William Petty made a census in 1649 in which he grouped 
Ardmulchan with Moortown, gave George Cusack (one of the 
Cusacks of Rathgar and a Protestant) as the most important 
person in the area and listed the number of individuals as 44. In 
spite of the troubles of civil war and deportation to Connaught, 
this does seem a very small number. If correct, it indicates the 
destruction of the countryside at this period. 

CONFISCATIONS 
After the Cromwellian confiscations, Joseph Deane comes 

Into possession of land in the parish. He received all the land 
forfeited by Simon Porter but not the townland of Ardmulchan 
which, despite many troubles, the Viscounts Netterville managed 
to retain until the end of the century. ' 

Joseph Deane became Lord Chief Baron of the Exchequer - 
his daughter and co-heiress Mary married the Rt. Honourable 
;ohn Bourke in 1725 and their son eventually succeeded as Earl 

of Mayo and the earls of Mayo remained head landlords here 
until the land acts of the 18909. 

If our story so far has seemed to be overmuch about the land, 
It is because the ownership of land and the changes in ownership 
were the facts in history that tended to be written down. Social 
history, the life in the farmhouses and cottages, even the history 
of the churches we must often deduce from the information we 
possess on land and land changes. 	  

LAND 
The readerwill have noticed how the areas of land in 

possession of one landowner dwindled through the centuries. 
Land was granted in early Norman times by the barony or by the 
parish; in Tudor and Stuart times by the townland. From the 
18th century onwards land was no longer controlled by the crown 
and was bought and sold in units of acres rather than parishes or 
townlands. Today, much of Meath is exchanging hands in half-
acre or even quarter-acres plots! 

CHURCHES 
In 1622 Archbishop Ussher made a visitation of the Churches 

of Meath. He wrote of the church property at Ardmulchan, that 
it was valued at £.60.00 sterling, that the buildings and glebe-
land, a castle and other houses of office were in good repair; 
there was a garden, a haggard and one acre of land; there were, 
in addition, four acres of land and pastures. 

William Phillips, Bachelor of Divinity, was the curate and he 
resided at Ardmulchan. William Phillips was succeeded by 
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Richard Tenison. There cannot have had more than a handful of 
parishioners. In 1672 the parish was united with Paynestown. 

Bishop Dopping made a visitation of the churches of Meath 
between the years 1682 and 1685. He found the castle and garden 
still there but no glebe house; the cemetery was unfenced and, of 
the church, only the walls were standing. The church of 
Paynestown was in good repair - one of the very few in Meath 
thus described. 

CHAPELS 
In the Roman Catholic parish, Father Cogan tells us that in 

1704 the Rev. Thomas Betagh was registered as "Popish priest 
of Ardmulchan." He had been ordained in Cork and lived at 
Seneschalstown. After his incumbency Ardmulchan was 
absorbed into the parish of Blacklion. Father Cogan gives a list 
of the various thatched chapels in this union the only one within 
the ancient parish of Ardmuichan being at Haystown on a site 
given by the family of Aylmer. 

Father Brady has this story from Father Cogan. "In the reign 
of George II at schoolhouse was erected convenient to the old 
church at Ardmulchan, which was attended by a Protestant 
teacher named Story. A rival school in the neighbouring 
towniand of Farganstown was taught by a Catholic named 
O'Ruark and frequented by the Catholic farmers' children. 
Story had O'Ruark arrested for teaching in violation of the 
statute against Catholic schools and he was saved owing to die 
active intervention of Merydith of Dullardstown." 

THE TAAFFES 
The Taaffes acquired their estate at Ardmulchan at some time 

in the 18th century. In Burke's "Irish Families," the 
Ardmulchan branch is first mentioned when Mr. John Taaffe of 
Smarmore Castle married Catherine, daughter and co-heiress of 
Robert Taaffe of Ardmulchan. Their son Robert of Ardmulchan 
born in 1789 died in 1854 and is buried in Ardmulchan cemetery. 
Thence the estate descended to John Robert of Ardmulchan and 
to Robert Joseph of Ardmulchan and to the sisters of Robert 
Joseph, Rosita Mary and Mary Catalina. 

Taylor and Skinner's road map of 1778 shows neither house 
nor trees here, merely the steep escarpment and the church in 
ruins. It looks, therefore, as if Mr. John Taaffe laid out the 
estate, planted the trees and built his house here. 

The estate was sold in 1904 to Mrs. Fitzroy G. Fletcher who 
pulled down the old house and built the present mansion. The 
family of Thunder were associated with the Taaffes - Mr. 
Patrick Thunder of Lagore in 1798 married the daughter of Mr. 
John Taaffe by his first wife. His son George and his grandson 
Lattin Thunder lived at Kingston Lodge and farmed the lands of 
Kingstown. 

The committee who are organising the clean-up of 
Ardmulchan graveyards are doing valuable work, not only in 
remedying the overgrown state of this old graveyard but in 
uncovering many stones of historic interest belonging to families 
who have lived in the district. 

SUNDIAL 
We have already mentioned the three wedge shaped stones we 

think date from medieval times and the 17th century Porter 
stones. Next in age is a recumbent stone illustrated and 
described fully in the Journal of the Society for the Preservation 
of the Memorials of the Dead for 1910. It is a table stone  

-- • 
Father Cogan tells us that in advanced years he lost the use of 

his sight and that the Rev. Christopher Cheevers conducted him 
by the hand on a Sunday morning to the humble thatched chapel 
of Dowth for Mass. 

BURIED 
There are two 18th century stones in memory of the O'Reilly 

family of Hayestown. One carved with a fine coat of arms and 
again it is Father Cogan who tells us that Father Thomas 
O'Reilly, a member of this old family, is buried here. There is an 
interesting table tomb inscribed in Latin with the names of 
members of the Mullen family who farmed over 100 acres in 
Ardmulchan, south-east of the church. The inscription begins (in 
transalation) "Here lies Thomas Mullen of Ardmulchan, son of 
John Mullen of Dunmoe and his wife Catherine Lamb, daughter 
of James Lamb. John (was) only son of Robert Mullen and his 
wife Rose, daughter of Brian MacPhelim O'Neill, which same 
Thomas gave the gates in this parish, the reading desk, the 'olini' 

Thomas, who died in 1829, must have made these donations to 
the new Catholic Church which was opened in 1826. That 
Thomas was a great-grandson of Sir Phelim O'Neill's son Brian 
and was proud to claim this descent is interesting. Sir Phelim was 
described by a contemporary as "a well bred gentleman, three 
years at court, as free and generous as could be desired, and very 
complacent (relaxed); stout in his person, but not being bred 
anything of a soldier wanted the main art, that is policy in war 
and good conduct." Sir Phelim led the 1641 uprising in Ulster. 
He was captured and hanged in 1653. 

Richard and Thomas Lamb, who held houses in Ardmulchan 
in 1854, must have been relations of Thomas's wife Catherine 
Lamb. 

commemorating Brian O'Hairt who was the registrar of the 
Consistory (Ecclesiastical) Court of County Meath. Brian 
O'Hairt must have designed and seen the stone cut in his lifetime 
for there is no date on it. It is probably 17th century. Its 
particular interest lies in the sundial in arabic figures on the slab, 
surrounding a slot for a gnomen and surrounded in turn by the 
words "Here lieth Brian O'Hairt." 

He must have wished the shadow of the gnomen to play on 
these words as the day progressed. Lest the idea seemed too 
pagan, however, he had cut round the edge in fine clear lettering 
two bibilical texts viz:- "I believe this mortal shall put on 
immortality" (from 1st Corinthians XV:52) and "in my flesh I 
shall see my saviour" (Job XIX:26). Lord Walter wrote that the 
sundial arrangement was unique as far as he knew on a 
sepulchran slab. 

One wishes one knew something more about Brian O'Hairt. 
Mr. Brennan tells me that a family called Hart did live near the 
Famine Bridge in the last century and that a corner there is 
called Katty Hart's corner to this day. 

Other early stones are in memory of Thomas McGavisk and 
of Rev. Patrick Dunan who, Father Cogan tell us, was parish 
priest of Dowth and who died in 1761 aged 90 years. The stone 
tells us that he "was several years in jail and banished for Christ 
and the flock." 

Another large enclosure holds theremains of the Blundell 
family of Athlumney Mills, a short distance up river of whom 



Canon Ellison has written in "The Waters of the Boyne and the 
Blackwater." 

There are many more stones commemorating men and women 
who lived in the district and served the community and I hope it 
will be possible, not only to list the names (I think this had been 
done by Noel French) but to add what is known of the persons 
while it is remembered. However, before leaving the graveyard, I 
should like to mention one more memorial, that to Mary Healy 
who died in 1888. The delicately carved figure of a woman in a 
draped garment, her hands clasped in prayer, surmounts a short 
pillar, carved with a Celtic Cross and finished with rope 
moulding. 

The monument is very much in the stile of the crucifix before 
the church in Navan, by Mr. Thomas Curry, a Navan sculptor. 
This charming little figure, silhouetted against the sky and the 
far fields above the Boyne, must have attracted the eyes of many 
visitors to the cemetery and made them pause to wonder who was 
Mary Healy? 

CONCLUSION 

Now I shall stop. I know there are others working on the 
history of Ardmulchan who must fill in the gaps in my story. I 
have not written on the north-eastern part of the townland where 
a whole history of the roads, the bridges, the railway and the 
mills remains to be written. There is still much to be written on 
the canal and the locks and lock-keepers houses. I have not even 
mentioned the pre-historic remains nor the present parochial 
structure nor local stories remembered by the older generation. 
There is much still to be written on Ardmulchan. 

  

Monument to Mary Healy. 
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