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Editorial 
This book is dedicated to the Nook or Athboy, Rothmoro, Rathcairn and all 
those who were born or have lived In tho parioh. This book is specially 
dedicated in memory of my flit her, amp 

I would like to thank all the people who helped me when I was compiling 
this book. These include Theresa Doherty, Famon Cassells, County Library 
Navan, the Public Records Office Dublin, Fr. J. P Kelly, Dean Bredin, 
Paddy Cassidy, Agnes Ayres, Mrs. Doherty, Matty and Brigid Connor, Jim 
McKenna and Thomas Murray. 

Athboy Parish Geography 
The Catholic parish of Athboy is made up of the civil parishes of Athboy 
and Rathmore. The parish of Athboy contains 11,884 acres and the parish 
of Rathmore 5,345 acres. 

Baile Atha Buidhe means the town of the Yellow Ford. Athboy town is 
located in North Leinster 38 miles from Dublin, 12 miles west of Navan, 9 
miles south of Kells, 8 miles north west of Trim and 22 miles north east of 
Mullingar. 

The parish of Athboy together with Kildalkey parish, Killaconnigan parish 
(Ballivor) and a part of Castlerickard parish makes up the Barony of Lune. 

The neighbouring parishes to Athboy in County Meath are Girley, 
Balrathboyne, Martry, Clonmacduff, Moymet, Tullaghanogue, Kildalkey 
and Killaconnigan. Athboy parish is bounded on the west by Delvin and 
County Westmeath. Athboy town is situated in level terrain on the Athboy 
river which flows into the Boyne at Kilnagross. The highest point in the 
surrounding landscape is the Hill of Ward which is 390 ft. above sea level. 
There are bogs on the eastern and western boundaries of the parish. 

Early Times 
The earthworks on the Hill of Ward have been much modified by different 
groups down the ages. The Celts generally chose some Stone or Bronze age 
burial ground as their religious centre so it is thought likely that there was a 
prehistoric grave similar to Newgrange on the Hill of Ward. 

The last and greatest invasion of early Ireland took place in the fourth 
century before Christ with the Celts coming to Ireland in small groups, each 
colony having its own government. The Celts soon ruled all of Ireland as 
they were physically stronger and also had superior weapons made of iron. 

The Celts lived in circular enclosures called hosanna, raths or forts and 
there are a number of examples in the Athboy area. These were normal 
homesteads sheltered by a wall to keep the cattle and sheep in at night and 
the preying animals out. In 1836 O'Donovan recorded forts in the following 
townlands:- Causestovvn, Grennanstown, Knockshangan, Martinstown, 
Rathonny, Rathcairn, Rathmore and Wardstown. No doubt there were forts 
in other townlands that had been destroyed before O'Donovan made his 
survey. Likely sites of these unrecorded forts are Balrath (means town of 
the fort) and Fordrath (Forde's rath). 

Beside Causestown castle there stands a large stone which is likely the 
Justice Stone of a Celtic Chieftain where he delivered his decision on cases 
brought to him. 

The Grennanstown fort is a large enclosure situated to the west of the site of 
Grennanstown house. Knockshangan is a smaller fort and is situated on the 
left, just past Pluckstown lane on the road out towards Grennanstown. 
Rathonny means fort of the firewood and the fort was in the southern part 
of the townland. There is now no fort in Rathcairn townland. There is 
however a local tradition that a tunnel exists between the top of Rathcairn 
hill to the top of the Hill of Ward. A large stone marks the start of the 
tunnel in Rathcairn. 

Rathmore means great fort and later a castle was later built on its site. 
Occasionally Rathmore was inhabited by important chiefs, Neill Glun Dubh 
who reigned from 916 to 919 is known to have lived in this rath. There is a, 
large stone in Ballyboy townland called St. Lawrence's stone which is 
believed was the Chieftain's stone moved from Rathmore when the 
Normans built their castle on the mound. 



In the 1912 Ordinance Survey Map there is a small circle marked at the top 

of Fraync Hill. Dr. Beryl Moore records that there was a souterrain in this 
ringfort. The soutcrrain consisted of a passage and beehive chamber. 
Soutcrrains date from early Christian times and are generally associated 
with ringforts. Their purpose is not known but they could have been used as 

a place of refuge or for storage. This souterrain was filled in the last century 
and the ringfort levelled in the 1940s. 

Tlachtga 
Tlachtga on the Hill of Ward is the other fort mentioned by O'Donovan in 

1836. The earthworks consists of a central raised enclosure surrounded by 

four banks and ditches. This was not a family home but a hill fort and 

ceremonial centre. The hill forts of the Celtic period were used as meeting 
places and religious centres for example Uisneach, Tara and Tailtcann. 

Tlachtga was the religious centre, Teltown the sports centre, Uisneach the 

market and commercial centre and Tara was the Royal residence. John 

O'Donovan, in 1836 said that Tlachtga was that part of Meath taken from 
the province of Munster. 

Tlachtga is named after a daughter of Mogh Ruith, son of Fergus who was 

a wizard or druid and a mythical figure. Tlachtga fled from her father's 

house and gave birth to three sons - Dorb, Cuma and Muacth and then died. 

She was buried in the Dun at Tlachtga. Another theory is that Tlachtga was 

founded by the celtic god Lug and the place dedicated to the cult of the 

sacred fire. 

Festivals such as Samhain, the first day of winter, the day of the dead, were 

celebrated on Tlachtga. This also commemorated the death of the sun. The 

sun rose again on the first day of Spring. On the first day of winter a holy 

fire was lit on Tlachtga and from there the fire was taken to the other hills. 
There was a druidic well on the lower slopes of the hill. The water of this 

well was holy and was used in magic spells to help protect the High King. 

The top of the hill was the preserve of the druids. There was both male and 

female priests. This top of the hill was only open to the ordinary people on 

the great Festival of Samhain. The druids practised human sacrifice and it is 

thought that Tlachtga was a place of pilgrimage for women who were 

childless. These women would bring their slave's children to be sacrificed in  

the hope that the spirits of the child sacrificed would enter their bodies and 

be reborn. 

King Tuathal, in the second century, chose Tlachtga as his royal residence 

on being recalled from banishment in Scotland and chosen High King. 

Tlachtga was difficult to pronounce for the English settlers and so Tlachtga 

became known as the Hill of Ward after the family Ward who possessed the 

townland before the rebellion of 1641. 

Teampall Cuimhne 

The Coming Of Christianity 
Saint Patrick spent three years in the Kingdom of Meath. He visited Tara 

and Tailteann and it is highly likely that he also visited Tlachtga. 

The first church in the Athboy area was on the periphery of the druidic 

centre of Tlachtga. This church on the eastern slopes of the Hill of Ward is 

called Member or Remembrance Church from the story that it was here St. 

Patrick remembered where he left his books after one of his journeys. Its, 

older name was Teampall Cuimhne or Kilcuimhne. St. Treana, the founder 

of Kildalkey, was a contemporary of Saint Patrick. 



The Vikings 
Athboy is not far from the Viking settlement of Dublin and so the area was 
subjected to many raids. The Vikings made raids in the Meath area in the 
years 833, 839, 938, 949, 967 and 968. 

In 845 the High King of Ireland, Malachy, defeated -the great fleet" of the 
people of Lune (the Barony in which Athboy is situated) and Morgallon. 
The raiders from Athboy were plundering the countryside at the instigation 
of the Vikings. They took the Island in Lough Ramor (Virginia) and 
Malachy drove them from the area and sent them back home. 

The men from Tyrone gave Tlachtga to the flames in 903. Not only were 
the Irish fighting the Vikings they were also fighting among themselves. The 
fort on Tlachtga may not have been rebuilt after this burning as there was 
no habitation on the Hill of Ward by 1172. 

Brian Boni, King of Muster challenged Malachy II, the High King of 
Ireland and eventually succeeded in taking control of the country. Brian 
ruled Ireland well but eventually the Vikings had to be dealt with. In 1014 
Vikings were defeated at the Battle of Clontarf with Brian being killed at the 
moment of victory. 

Malachy regained his High, Kingship on Brian's death. In 1022 the Vikings 
recovering from the Battle of Clontarf again devastated the area around 
Athboy. Malachy defeated the Vikings at the Battle of Ath Buidhe Tlachtga 
at the foot of the Hill of Ward. There was great slaughter that day and 
Malachy won back the collar of gold from the Vikings. The Vikings had 
stolen this chain in 846 from Tomar who was slain at Forach. It was taken 
to Dublin for safekeeping. After 994 it was taken into battle as a support or 
sort of good luck charm. 

Thomas Moore commemorates Malachy's capture of the collar of gold in 
one of his Melodies "Let Erin remember the days of old, when Malachy 
wore the collar of gold, which he won from the proud invader-. 

The Great Convention of 1167 
In the eleventh and twelfth century there were very few strong kings and 
there were many disputes. In 1090 the Munster men under Murtough  

O'Brien ravaged Ath Buidhe Tlachtga. In 1166 Rory O'Connor defeated his 
rival and became undisputed High King of Ireland. 

Ron.: O'Connor sought to unite his people behind himself. He summoned 
"the power and the patriotism of the day" to a great convention at Tlachtga. 
The prelates and princes of the northern half of the country (An Leath-
Cuinn) assembled on the hill. 

Among the attendance were Rory, the High King, Gelasius, Archbishop of 
Armagh. Catholicus O'Duffy, Archbishop of Tuam, St. Lawrence O'Toole, 
Archbishop of Dublin, the Chieftains of Meath, Ulidia, Breffni, Oriel, 
Kildare and Dublin and a vast number of ecclesiastics and noblemen. 
Thirteen thousand horse men clogged the roads of the area. 

The Annals of the Four Master record - "They passed many good 
resolutions at this meeting, respecting veneration for churches and clerics, 
and control of tribes and territories, so that women used to traverse Ireland 
alone". 

The Coming Of The Normans 
At the end of the twelfth century the Norman invasion of Ireland began. In 
1171 Henry II and his army landed at Waterford to receive homage from the 
Norman nobles. Strongbow was confirmed in his position as Lord of 
Leinster. Practically all the Irish sub-kings and bishops came to Dublin and 
submitted to the King thinking that Henry would protect them against the 
Normans and also against the High King, Rory O'Connor. 

Murchadh O'Mealseachlainn, the King of Meath, voluntarily submitted to 
King Henry who then granted this territory to Hugh de Lacy. The territory 
of Meath at that time stretched from the Shannon to the sea and 
approximates to the present diocese of Meath. In return for this grant Hugh 
de Lacy had to provide 50 knights for the King but this was later increased 
to 100 knights. 

De Lacy decided to build his residence at Trim. O'Mealseachlainn was 
uprooted and forced to retreat west and south-westward. De Lacy granted 
the land around Athboy and the Barony of Lune to William De Messet. 

However not all the Irish gave in easily to the Norman conquerors. 



Treachery on Tlachtga 
Tiernan O'Rourke, chief' of Breflin, had been granted east Meath by the 
High King and was not prepared to give this up to I high de Lacy. 

When Henry II went back to England, a meeting on 'Hachfga was arranged 
between the two men. Both were to conic alone and unarmed to discuss the 
limits of their territories . 

De Lacy came attended by a small band of mounted knights in armour who 
tilted around the base and side of the hill. O'Rourke left his party of foot 
soldiers at some distance from the foot of the hill. 

The two men agreed to meet at the summit. The Four Masters described 
Tlachtga as being "crowned with a magnificent ancient rath, consisting of 
three circumvallations". 

The two men made their way to the top. On one hand it is asserted that 
O'Rourke produced a battle axe from beneath his robes and attacked de 
Lacy and on the other hand it is alleged that O'Rourke was -treacherously 

slain". 

Maurice Fitzgerald, whose nephew. Griffith, was in command of de Lacy 
guard, also accompanied de Lacy. Griffith dreamed the previous night that 
O'Rourke would attack his master and this was the reason that the mounted 
knights were present. 

De Lacy beckoned to his men to approach and O'Rourke reacted by raising 
a battle axe to strike de Lacy. The two men were supposed to be unarmed 
so where he got the battle axe we are not told. De Lacy fell twice trying to 
flee from O'Rourke. The arm of the interpreter was cut off by a blow from 
O'Rourke's axe. It was only then that the mounted knights rushed to the 
rescue and cut down O'Rourke and the party of Irish infantry. 

The other version of the story is that Tiernan O'Rourke who was an old 
man was slain by de Lacy. De Lacy was helped in this treachery by the 
interpreter, Donal O'Rourke, a relative of Tiernan. Before O'Rourke was 
overpowered he managed to strike an arm off his relative with a battle axe. 
Whatever the correct version de Lacy left the Hill the undisputed Lord of 
Meath. 

Tiernan O'Rourke was beheaded and the head and body were brought to 
Dublin where his head was spiked over the gate of the fortress -as a  

spectacle of intense pity to the Irish" and the body gibbeted with the feet 
uppermost at the north side of the city. One account says that the head after 
this insulting treatment was sent to England to King Henry. 

I high Dc Lacy lived by the sword and died by the sword being killed at 
Durrow where he was erecting a castle. 

The Foundation of Athboy Town 
The Normans lived in towns and settlements and it is to these builders that 
the town of Athbov owes its foundation. Athboy grew up around a ford on 
the river. Fords in those days were vital points of communication as there 
were no bridges and who ever controlled the ford could control the 
surrounding area. 

The original main road through Athboy ran from the Fair Green. across the 
Yellow Ford (where the footbridge is now) up by St. James (C of 1) church 
across the present Main Street and on out to Bunboggan Lane. It is thought 
that it was not until about 1400 that the Normans built a bridge where the 
modern bridge is and so a new street crossing the old one was developed. 

The Normans walled in an area stretching from the river to the Catholic 
Church and from Danescourt to the north side of the present main street. 
There was a castle at the house formerly' owned by Plunketts on the main 
street. One has to go up four steps to the hall door of the house in order to 
get above the barrel vaulting of the lower story. This guarded the 
Bunboggan Lane entry. There was a military tower at the Church of Ireland 
church to guard the eastern approaches. This is the belfry of the present 
church. At the base of this tower the wall angles outwards. This is called the 
batter. When stones were dropped out of the tower above, they hit the 
batter and were projected outwards at a deadly speed and force. There is a 
spiral staircase. There were originally five turrets - one survived near 
Danescourt. 

There were four gates originally and one survived up till this century in the 
middle of Connaught Street. The east side of the town was the safest and so 
the church and graveyard was sited there. 



The Norman Church Of St. James 
Athboy church was dedicated to St. James during Norman times. Before 
this it was dedicated to some celtie saint, probably St. Patrick who was 
supposed to have visited Tlachtga. The Normans were not interested in the 
local saints and brought the Biblical or Continental saints names to the 
church of Ireland. No fewer than 414 churches are dedicated to St. James in 
England. 

St. James's feast day is 25'h  July. This is one of the reason why he was 
chosen as patron saint of areas which had strong pagan influences. Most 
pagan religions, including the Irish druidic religion, celebrated their mid-
summer festival on August Is'. This festival was called Lughansa, the first 
day of the harvest. The Christians celebrated St. James Day earlier than 
Lughansa and so people were gradually weaned away from the old pagan 
festival. 

St. James Church of Ireland Church 

Rathmore Town 
There appears to have been a small town at Rathmore. There was a church 
and castle which were the two pre requisites for the founding of a town. It is 
stated in Gales "Inquiry into Ancient Corporate Towns" that Maurice 
Fitzgerald granted a Charter to his burgesses of Rathmore in the year 1232. 

The Carmelite Monastery Of Athboy 
The Carmelite monks were originally an order of hermits established on 
Mount Carmel in Israel in the middle of the twelfth century. They 
sometimes claim that the Old Testament prophet Elijah had a cave on 
Mount Carmel and claim to be his followers. In the thirteenth century the 
Carmelites were driven out of Palestine by the Saracens and spread all over 
Europe about the same time becaming a mendicant order. Their expulsion 
from Palestine was one of the reasons for the Crusades. The Carmelites 
arrived in Ireland around the year 1260 and had at one time twenty four 
houses in the country. The four chief houses in Ireland were Athboy, St. 
Mary's, Drogheda, Ardnacranna in the parish of Noughaval and Kilcormick 
in Offaly. 

On the 17 h̀  October 1317 "a licence was granted to William de Loundes 
permitting him to make a grant to the Friars of the Blessed Virgin of Mount 
Cannel in Athboy, that lot of ground of the said town, whereon this 
monastery was erected" Wares Monasticon. This monastery was situated in 
Danescourt not far from the church of St. James. 

William de Loundes was the Bishop of Dublin and had been Bishop of 
London before coming to Ireland. The de Loundes family was a branch of 
the Cusack family and also connected to the Plunketts. These families 
owned land in the Athboy area. 

The Carmelites first church was made of timber and it burned down. Then 
a stone church was built. The belfry of the present Church of Ireland 
Church is supposed to have been part of this Carmelite monastery. It is 
interesting to note that the monastery was built outside the town walls. The 
situation must have been more peaceful when the monastery was founded.' 
The Carmelites ran a hospital and a house of hospitality. 

In 1325 a Provincial Chapter of the Carmelite order was held in Athboy 
before John Bloxhatn, Bachelor of Divinity, of the White Friars of Chester 



and Vicar General of the order in Ireland. It is recorded that -many useful 

regulations were adopted-. 

In 1372 the Friars of Athboy were indicated fbr acquiring from Richard de 
Maghery two gardens contrary to statute. In 1467 another Provincial of the 
Chapter of the Carmelites was held in Athboy. 

Henry VIII quarrelled with Pope Clement VII and declared that the Pope 
had no control over the church in England. henry set about dissolving the 
monasteries as these were the power centres of the church. 

On April 13th  of the thirty first year of the reign of Henry VIII (1540) the 
Abbot of Athboy was obliged to yield to force and surrender the property of 
the monastery. At this time the friars possessed a church and belfry, a 
cloister, a stone tower, a mansion, eight messuages and four acres of 
meadow in Adcnstown called the Friars meadow. It is said that there was an 
underground tunnel between Danescourt and the church. This was supposed 
to have been used by the Friars in wet weather and during the night. 

On the twenty first of June in the thirty fourth year of King Henry VIII 
reign (1543) the monastery was granted for ever to Thomas Casey at the 
annual rent of two shillings Irish money. The monastery was dismantled and 
turned unto a horse mill. There is a large horse driven quern stone for 
grinding grain in Danescourt yard. 

Soon after 1625 a number of Carmelites from Cook Street in Dublin 
returned to Athboy for a short period. 

Athboy and the Pale 
From about 1350 till 1500 the English rule in Ireland was very weak. The 
only part of Ireland which was really under the King's control was the Pale 
around Dublin. Athboy was on the edge of the Pale and so was subjected to 
attacks from the hostile Irish. There was actually a low wall or Pale built 
around the area under the Viceroy's control. 

In 1382 Richard II assigned Thomas Heth, Rector of Athboy and Nigel 
Nangle to make inquires in regard to the names of those who sold horses, 
arms and the like to the Irish. 

Athboy being within the Pale had to pay taxes for the defence of the Realm. 
In 1393 Roger, Earl of March and Ulster had licence to appoint collectors  

of certain tolls and customs on all goods coming or going to be sold in the 
towns of Trim, Athboy, Scryne, and Novane (Navan), within the cross as in 
his liberty of Meath, for twenty years. These tolls and customs were to be 
expended in surrounding the town of Trim - which was the general place of 
assembly of all the liege subjects of the county of Meath - with a stone wall, 
in paving it anew, in improving the town, and in repressing the adjacent 
enemies and rebels. 

Birmingham of Carbury was a thorn in the side of the people of Meath. The 
family was constantly at war with the de Lacy family and their successors 
and also with the English of the Pale. In 1422, James, Earl of Desmond, 
with 5000 horse and foot marched from Munster into Carbury and laid it 
waste. He did this for the protection of Meath and his expenses were 
guaranteed to him by Richard Nugent, Baron of Delvin, who gave himself 
up to the Earl as security for the money. The commons of Meath assembled 
at Trim and granted Lord Delvin 13s 4d for every ploughlands and also 
ordered that the commons of the towns of Meath each pay a sum of money. 
Duleek was to pay 13s. 4d, Ratoath 10s, Slane 10s, Sydann 6s. 8d, 
Dunboync 13s. 4d, Dunshaughlin 2 marks, Navan 10s, Drumconrath 3s. 
4d, Athboy 23s, Four 3s. 4d, Killallon 2s, Rathwire 3s. 4d, Mullingar 6s. 
8d, Stamullen 6s. 8d, and Kilberry 3s. 4d. As can be seen Athboy paid the 
largest contribution which shows its importance during the Middle Ages. 

Whenever the Normans conquered a locality they at once erected castles to 
subject the native Irish. Frayne castle was erected to accommodate an 
officer and forty archers and there were shooting slits in the walls. 

In 1429 King Henry VI promised a grant of 10 to every one of his subjects 
who built a castle 20 feet long, 16 feet wide and 40 feet high before 1439 in 
counties Meath, Dublin, Kildare and Louth. These were also called Tower 
Houses. 

Causestown was a typical tower house with a square keep with circular 
towers at the two corners diagonally opposed to each other. There were 
three stories. The first floor was supported by the barrel vaulting of the 
ground floor chamber. Dowdall was supposed to have built this castle. 

The Chantry of St. Mary's, in the parish church of St. James', Athboy, was 
founded and endowed by the portreve (Mayor) and commonalty of Athboy 
for the purpose of maintaining a chaplain to celebrate mass for the souls of 
the portreve, common and the faithful departed. Reverend Thomas Hodane 



was recorded as one chaplain and Reverend William 0 HaIlan was chaplain 
in the early 1400's. This chantry was confiscated at the time of the 
Reformation. 

In 1442 an entire street in the town of Athboy was burned by accident. 

In 1537 the Deputy (The King's representative in Ireland) had different 
towns in which he resided when defending the border of the Pale. If he had 
"causes with the borders of Uriell, he may be in Dundalk, and made his 
Parliament or war out of the same". If he has dispute with -orally 
(O'Reilly) he may lie in Kynlics (Kells), in Navan or Athboy". If the 
dispute is with "ochonour (O'Connor) he may be in Trim in Bremynghams 
country, Rathangan or Kyldare. If with Omore (0sMoore), in Athye". From 
this we can see that the Irish natives which troubled the town of Athboy 
most were the O'Reillys, Lords of Breffni, in County Cavan. 

The Barony of Lune had to send a certain number of soldiers to help the 
Lord Deputy when he called upon them. Lynch of Dunmore had to provide 
one armed horseman, Rochford of Keranston, one armed horseman, the 
Portriffe of Athboy, four armed horsemen and Bamaby Sherlocke, two 
armed horsemen. The chief Gentleman of the Barony of Lune was Plunket 
of Rathmore. 

In 1598 the noblemen of the Barony of Lune in the County of East Meath 
are recorded as:- Richard Plunket of Rathmore, Pat Begge of Moyagher, 
Martin Blade, is. Dowdall, Melchior Moore, and Richard Misset, all of 
Athboy, Walter Scurlocke of the Frame (Frayne?), Roger Dillon of 
Ballenedramey, in. Rochford of Keranston, Rob. R. of Clonekevan. Wal. 
Lince of Donowre and Wal. Nangle of Kildalkey. 

Extensive vaults exist under the houses, paths and roads in the town of 
Athboy. One theory is that these vaults were barrell-vaulted cellars used for 
storing weapons and as a place of refuge during battle. There is another 
theory that these were tunnels used to escape from the town of Athboy when 
it was captured by enemy forces. 

However the most plausible theory is that these vaults were used to store 
Spanish wine. Spanish wine was imported extensively in the middle ages 
and Athboy as an important frontier town on the Pale enjoyed special 
exemption and privileges. 
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Athboy had trade links with Galway in this time. The names of a number of 
its merchants have survived and they include two names of Galway origin. 
In 1534 Martin Blake, Patrick Browne, John Browne, Stephen Dowdall, 
Thomas Casey and Patrick Mawerle imported more than £.700 worth of 
merchandise from England through the port of Drogheda to Athboy. The 
country was very prosperous in the fifteenth and sixteenth century and there 
was a great deal of foreign trade. 

Great heat and extreme drought prevailed in the summer of 1575. It did not 
rain for one hour between Beltaine and Lammas (from 1st  of May to the 1st  
or August). In consequence of the heat, the plague raged amongst the Irish 
and English in Dublin, Naas, Ardee, Mullingar and Athboy. Athboy town 
lost more than half its population. Dean Butler in his book Trim Castle 
notes that -Many a castle was left without a guard - Many a flock without a 
shepherd - and many a noble corpse without burial". During the plague 
hospitals were set up in the townland of Hospital-land. 

'Mere is a story that St. James' well sprung up during the drought of 1575. 
This well is situated in Danescourt, within the Carmelite monastery 
domains, in a ditch bounding the Old Rectory. It is said that all who drank 
from this well during the drought recovered. 

The Royal Charters Of Athboy 
The town of Athboy was granted many charters by various Kings of 
England. The charters include:- 

9'h  Henry IV - 1407 

24'h  Henry VI - 4th  January 1446 

9th Henry VII - 1497 

9th James I - 4th  March 1612 

5th  James II - 19th  April 

The 1407 charter was granted on petition from the provost and commonalty 
(the mayor and people) of the town of Athboy. It set forth that the town of 
Athboy from time immemorial was an ancient borough and confirmed all 
existing privileges and granted a guild mercatory, freedom from tolls and 
customs throughout the king's dominions and other immunities. The 
burgesses (members of the corporation of the town) were empowered to 
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make a levy on all foreign merchants coming to the town and to devote the 
money for the town's defence. Parliament granted to the Provost (Mayor) 
and commonalty of Athboy that for sixty years all foreign merchants 
coming there should pay in its aid and defence for every 12 pieces of 
English cloth sold - Id, for every piece of Irish cloth - 3d, for every 
horseload of salt or iron - Id, for every horseload of corn - 1/4d, for every 
heifer Id and for every cow Id. 

Henry VI in 1445 gave a confirmatory charter by which additional customs 
were also conferred for a term of 60 years. These charters were also 
confirmed by Henry VII in 1497. 

From the second year of Queen Elizabeth l's reign, 1559, the town of 
Athboy returned two representatives to the Parliament. These members of 
the Parliament were exclusively elected by the members of the Corporation. 
The corporation was kept up in the years after the Cromwellian invasion 
solely for the purpose of returning members of Parliament 

In the ninth year of James I's reign, 1612, on surrender of the corporation 
property, a charter of inspection and confirmation was granted. 

The corporation was entitled The Provost, Free Burgesses and 
Commonalty of the town of Athboy". This charter ordained that the provost 
should be a justice of the peace and prohibited all other justices from acting 
within the borough which comprised an extent of one mile beyond the town 
in every direction. It also granted a court of record with jurisdiction to the 
amount of £10. 

The commons and the landed property granted by the Charter of James I to 
the corporation was estimated at 800 acres and included the townlands of 
Knockshangan, the Stocks, Eighty acres, Fordrath and Mullock's stone. 
These afterwards became the property of the Earl of Darnley. 

The charter given by King James II was declared void after James was 
defeated at the Battle of the Boyne. 

15 

The Legend Of Rathmore 
Rathmore Castle and Church was built by the de Verdons, the Norman 
family who conquered this area. They built a church on the site of the 
present ruin. 

The last de Vernon Lord of Rathmore had only one child, a daughter, 
Matilda. Sir Christopher Cruise, then an old man held considerable property 
in the area and had a castle at Cruisetown. Sir Christopher succeeded in 
winning the hand of Matilda and married her in 1406 and thus acquired 
Rathmore. Cruise's nephews regarded themselves as his heir and were very 
disappointed to see him marry and thus raising the possibility of a son and 
closer heir. The nephews decided to murder Sir Christopher and his wife. 
Their hired killers attacked the couple as they walked along the avenue of 
Cruisetown Castle. Sir Christopher held off the attackers while his wife 
made a run for refuge at the castle. Sir Christopher died from his wounds 
before help arrived but Lady Cruise just made it to the castle before the 
pursuing murderers. Little did the attackers know but she was carrying her 
husband's child at the time. 

Knowing she was in a dangerous situation she packed all the plate and other 
treasures into strong chests and sunk them in the lake in the grounds of the 
castle. A report was spread that Lady Cruise was ill and would not survive 
the night. Men were sent from Rathmore to bear her remains to the home of 
her father. Her coffin was taken to Rathmore and brought to the castle, but 
her coffin had airholes in it. 

Gathering all the Rathmore plate and placing it in the coffin Lady Cruise 
buried it in the graveyard. It was commonly thought for many centuries that 
there was treasure buried in Rathmore church. In the nineteenth century one 
man dug up a portion of the floor near the altar one dark night. A ghost 
priest with robes appeared behind him and the treasure-seeker left in quite a 
hurry. 

Lady Cruise fled to England with the title deeds of Rathmore and 
Cruisetown to escape from her husband's "inheritors". In London she gave 

1 

birth to a daughter who was christened Mary Ann Cruise. Lady Cruise's 
money and jewels were gradually eroded in her fight to prove her claim and 
establish her child's rights. She lost all the cases she brought for the 
restoration of her property and was eventually forced to find work. The only 
job she could get was as a washerwoman. Mother and daughter took in 
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washing and washed and bleached the clothes on the banks of the Thames 
near London Bridge. 

One day Mary Ann had to go wash on her own as her mother was ill. She 
started to sing a lament in Irish her mother had composed on the loss of her 
estates. A passing gentleman stopped and listened to the song. Sir Thomas 
Plunkett, the third son of the first Baron of Kileen, understood the Irish song 
and indeed knew the places mentioned in the song. He approached the girl 
and she told him the full story. He explained that he was a lawyer and Mary 
Ann took him to her mother where he was shown the title deeds and other 
papers. Taking the case he won back Rathmore and Cruisestown castles and 
their estates and also won the heart and hand of Mary Ann Cruise and so 
the Plunketts became Lords of Rathmore. That is the legend of Rathmore. 

The dc Verdons held the Manor of Rathmore in the 13th  and 14th  centuries. 
The last of the family was Matilda, daughter of Sir Thomas de Verdon. She 
married Sir Thomas Cruise in 1406. Sir Thomas died in 1423 and left an 
only daughter Mary Ann who became the second wife of Sir Thomas 
Plunkett. Sir Thomas Plunkett was the third son of Christopher first Lord 
Kileen who had married Joan Cusack heiress to Kileen and Dunsany 
estates. 

Sir Thomas Plunkett, who was for a time Lord Chief Justice of Ireland 
inherited the de Verdon and Cruise estates of Rathmore, Girley, Kilskyre, 
Stillorgan and other lands. 

A cross at Kileen church bears the names "Thomas Plunkett - Mary Cruys" 
but no date. It is said that this was erected by the couple to commemorate 
their bridal visit there. 

The existing Rathmore Church seems to have been extensively rebuilt and 
beautified by the Plunkett Lords of Rathmore. The church was probably 
erected by Sir Thomas Plunkett in the middle of the 15th  century. The nave 
and chancel were built separately but around the same time. This was so 
that the church could continue to be used while the building was done. At 
each corner is a tower. The belfry is at the south-western corner and the 
north tower was the sacristy with living quarters overhead. 

Plan of Rathmore Church 

There is a double effigy tomb of the patron and his wife built around 1471. 
Sir Thomas Plunkett died in 1471 and this tomb is likely that of him and his 
wile Mary Ann Cruise. The letters PL-NKT appear beside the figure of the 
knight. The knight is covered in chain mail, his sword is in its sheath, his 
hands are joined in prayer and his feet rest on a dog. The figure of the lady 
is badly damaged with only her lower half surviving. This tomb was 
originally beside the altar. The altar, which was carved around the middle of 
the fifteenth century for the new church, has niches containing angels 
swinging censers, St. Lawrence with a grid iron, bishops, an abbess with a 
crosier and the coats of arms of the Plunkett, Fitzgerald, Talbot, Fleming, 
Eustace, Bellew, Bermingham and Cusack families. 

Sir Thomas was succeeded by his son, Edmund, who died in 1494 without 
an heir. His brother, Alexander, succeeded and he became Chancellor of 



Ireland in 1492 and when he died in 1503 he was succeeded by his son, 
Christopher. 

Sir Christopher married Catherine Preston, daughter of the first Lord 
Gormanstown. The porch on the northern door of Rathmore church was 
erected by Sir Christopher. There is a memorial on the west wall of the 
porch which asks for prayers for Sir Christopher and his lady Catherine and 
promised "200 days of indulgence have been granted by 5 bishops in 
Provincial Council, as often as they say them forever". It was customary up 
until the 20th  century for local people to say a Pater or an Ave before this 
stone. The inscription dates the porch as being built in 1519 and also says 
that Christopher and Catherine erected a cross in the church grounds. Only 
a small fragment of this cross and its base remain. It shows St. Lawrence, 
St. Patrick or an Archbishop, an abbess and vine leaves. 

Sir Christopher died in 1431. After his death his widow married Patrick 
Whyte, a Baron of the Exchequer. There followed four generations of the 
Plunkett family at Rathmore. 

In the late 1500's Sir Richard Alexander Plunkett fell into debt and had to 
sell many of his estates. Queen Elizabeth I, who was friendly towards him, 
"granted by her royal prerogative her royal protection to Sir Alex. Rd. 
Plunkett for a year and a day against all law suits, seizures, executions and 
further that his son who being bound for his father's debt in prison to be 
released". 

The de Verdons, Cruise and Plunkett families lived in Rathmore castle 
which was an Norman tower house erected on a motte (small man made 
hill). There seems to have been a bawn around the castle. This was an 
enclosure for keeping stock and was also used for defence. The lowest 
storey of the castle is barrel - vaulted. A bailey or protective trench around 
the castle protected the castle from an Irish attack from the Bog of 
Rathmore. 

The Churches In The Early 1600s 
From the Reformation onwards laws were enacted against the "Papists". In 
1605 an Order was issued commanding all popish priests to depart the 
kingdom. However this order was impossible to enforce. The people 
protected and hid their priests. The priests of the time mainly came from the 
better off classes and so were related to the land owners. 

The Nugents, Lords of Delvin. Plunket of Kileen and other nobles protected 
priests. James Dowdall, a member of the corporation of Athboy was 
frequently imprisoned under James I for harbouring priests. A report of 
about the same time, giving the names of parents who sent their children for 
education in the Catholic Irish Colleges on the Continent, mentions 
"Browne of Athboy". In a Government Report of 1629 it is recorded that 
there was a -Mass house" in Athboy. 

Protestant church became the State church. In Bishop Jones' Certificate 
of Meath in 1604 the vicarage of Athboy was worth £35 per annum. The 
resident vicar was David Jones, a master of Arts and described as a "good 
preacher". The patron of the parish was the Primate of Armagh. The pay in 
Rathmore was £10 p.a. and the Minster there was Willbryan Fox who it is 
noted "of this country birth". 

The Royal Commission for the Visitation of the Province of Armagh in 
1622 notes that although the Archbishop is rector "the church is ruynous, 
the chancel reasonable well reprayred" Bishop Ussher wrote "Athboy united 
It) the Archbishopricke of Armagh - valour 201i. sterling. A manse house, 
reasonably well repaired, a small garden and an orchard". William Smyth of 
Athboy and Girley, an Englishman, Master of Arts was noted as a "good 
preacher, of good life and conversation" Benjamin Culme was rector of 
Rathmore and his income was £40 p.a. However he preferred to live in 
Dublin and left Rathmore to his curate assistant, Robert Shepley, who was 
paid £10 per year for his services. Robert Shepley was also curate in 
Durrow and Taghmon so he had three parishes to serve and they were 
almost as far apart as it would be possible to place three parishes in the• 
diocese of Meath. 



The Rebellion Of 1641 And Sieges Of Athboy 
From Virgina and County Cavan the Catholic Confederation forces 
advanced into County Meath towards Dublin in 1641. They captured Trim, 
Kells, Navan, Ardbraccan and Athboy. The local people and the troops in 
the towns generally supported rebellion. The Protestant clergy were the 
nearest objects of their hostility and so ministers of this religion fled before 
the rebels arrived. Dr. Dease, the Roman Catholic Bishop of Meath, was 
anti-rebellion. 

Meath was regained by the government forces under Sir Charles Coote in 
1642. In 1642 Athboy was again besieged by the rebels but they were 
forced to lift the siege. 

Sir Richard Grenville, the Governor of Trim, marched to Athboy on Friday 
January 27th  1643 and stayed there overnight with his troops. From there 
he marched to Athlone to relieve the garrison there. On his way back from 
Athlone he encountered the Irish forces under James Preston at Rathconnell 
pass (two miles northeast of Mullingar). Despite superior numbers the Irish 
were defeated. 

In 1643 Owen Roe O'Neill, the Irish leader, with 5000 foot and 600 good 
horse moved from Cavan to Slane where he was joined by Sir James 
Dillon's forces. The combined force took the castles of Killelan, Balrath, 
Becktiffe, Balsonne and Ardsallagh, and besieged Athboy. 

Lord Charles Moore defended the town of Athboy against the Irish forces. 
The main body of the Irish forces arrived over the hill of Martinstown and 
they surrounded the town. 

There is an extract from a letter of the Lord Justices and Council to the 
Marquess of Ormond, published in the Aphorisimical Discovery and 
reprinted in Donncadh O'Meacair's account of the siege of Athboy. The 
account-of the attack given in the letter follows:- "They must have been 
very hard set indeed when they could not spare fifty men, but they got no 
time for choice or change, O'Neill struck with lightning rapidity, and 
keeping the old west gate of Connacht Street on his right, charged straight 
for the Bunboggan lane in the very centre of the town, where the assault 
was made with tremendous force and with great skill and daring and the 
resistance seems to have been a very short and feeble one, although the 
garrison must have been well posted at all points". 

)won Roc O'Neill was also supposed to have camped on the Hill of Ward 
int cut up the ancient fort of Tlachtga. 

1646 the castle of Athboy was surrendered by Captain D 	 to the 
unity without a blow being struck. He saw the enemy watering their horses 
I the river and signalled them to come and he opened the gates for them. 

thboy was taken and retaken many times during the 1640's. It was 
robably these attacks that demolished the walls which surrounded the 

The Massacre Of 12 Plunketts Of Rathmore 
1641 five English soldiers left the town of Athboy to purchase provisions 
horses and never returned. Their bodies were discovered by labourers 

(irking for Robert Plunkett of Rathmore. The pay was low and so the 
bowers decided to earn extra by betraying Plunkett as the murderer of the 
ye soldiers. However a young boy hearing the discussion ran to Rathmore 
id warned Robert Plunkett who went into hiding. 

omwell arrived in 1649 and camped on the Hill of Ward. He allowed 
lunkett an audience and demanded a sum of money to purchase a reprieve. 
°bort. who was accompanied by his nine sons, turned to Cromwell and 
milting to his sons said that they were the only wealth he possessed. 
romwell ordered Plunkett hanged. The sons rushed to the aid of their 
flier but were overpowered and all were put to death. 

wilier story is that Cromwell had a cannon turned on the Plunkett family 
they approached the Hill of Ward. All the Plunkett family were killed in 
instant. Lady Plunkett who was watching from the tower of Rathmore 

istle saw what happened and fell to her death. Plunkett's daughter Kate 
caped to the North of England where she married an English officer who 
d been stationed in Athboy. He married her because he hoped she could 
guin her estates but he became ashamed of her Irishisms and deserted her. 

hose are the stories of the massacre of the twelve Plunketts on the Hill of 
ard but that is all they are - stories. The late Diocesan historian Rev. John 
adv wrote an article in Riocht na Midhe which prove that these stories 
i Id not be true. 

01)crt Plunkett had four daughters and none of them were called Kate or 
allileen. Robert Plunkett was alive and well when Cromwell was in his 



grave. Robert died in 1661 and he and his wife were buried in St. Audeon's 

church, Dublin. 

Cromwell came to Ireland in August 1649 and stayed till May 1650. He 
besieged and took the town of Drogheda. It is doubtful if Cromwell came to 
this area of Meath at all but his soldiers certainly did. They seemed to take 
a delight in desecrating holy places. They smashed Rathmore Cross and 
threw it out of its sockets. The Crosses of Athboy were hidden when the 
news came that Cromwell's men were in Kells smashing crosses. 

There is a tradition that Bligh received Rathmore Castle and estate from 
Cromwell on the Hill of Ward. It was said that he would be granted all the 
land he could see from the top of the hill. He could see Rathmore, Athboy, 

Ballivor and Kildalkey. 

Under the Acts of Settlement (1668) 1154 acres in the Barony of Lune were 
granted to Sir William Tichbourne and his wife, Robert Moulsworth, the 
infant son and heir of Robert Moulsworth, deceased, a Dublin Merchant, 
John Upton and his wife, Ursula, the relict of George Clarke of London, 
merchant and Thomas, son and heir of John Bligh, deceased. Thomas 
appears to have bought out the other grantees of the Plunkett property. 

Robert Plunkett and his heirs sent petitions to the restored King Charles II 
and tried other Courts of Claims to get their lands back but they were 
unsuccessful. The Plunketts were forced from Rathmore when the 

Adventurers took up their grants. 

The Land Changes Hand 
The land of Ireland changed hands during the seventeenth century. 

The largest land owner in the parish of Athboy in 1641 was Lord 
Gormanstowne. He owned the townlands of Killkilan, Ballymartine, 
Primatesland (Chapelland), Castletowne, Ballaghboy, Ballrath, 
Higginstowne, Newtowne Ballyfaline, half of Pluxtowne and a large part of 
Athboy town and Fosterfield. These are the original spellings of the names 
of these townlands in 1641. Lord Gormastowne was confirmed the owner of 
these lands by the Certificate and the Patent Act of Settlement 1662 - 84. 

Melcher Moore of Grennanstowne and Edward Scurlocke of ffrane both 
r lands as they were Irish Papists. The brother of King Charles II, 

_ 	 -and 51 acres  

in ffrane. James was granted a substantial amount of land in Ireland by his 
brother. James later became King on his brother's death but the land he had 
been granted in Athboy was sold after he lost the Battle of the Boyne. 

Causestowne was owned by the Archbishop of Armagh and this townland 
contained 211 acres of which 120 arable, 40 pasture, 40 bog and 3 meadow 
and one castle and some few cottages. 

Otterstowne, which was owned by Richard Browne of Athboy in 1641, was 
granted to Sir William Thompson who also received land at ffordrath, 
Mitchellstowne and Dirlangan, Lord Trimblestowne lost the townland of 
ffordrath and Michellstowne. James Dillon, Irish Papist, lost the townland 
of Rathcarran to Earl of Roscomon who was confirmed in the ownership of 
Woodtowne. 

Thomas Bligh received 166 acres in the townlands of Drisoge and 
Dirlangan which had been forfeited by Edward Scurlocke of ffraine. 

The town of Athboy and townland of ffosterfield was granted to Sir 
William Tichburne, Lord Gormonstown, Sir George Rawden and the 
trustees of William Barett. Some of the names of the streets and gates in 
Athboy town from that time were recorded. There was of course a 
Conaught Street and also a High Street, John Raie's Gate and Trim Street. 
There was also a weir on the river of Athboy called St. Catherine's Weir. 

The Civil Survey was carried out in 1654 to 1656 to see what the land of 
Ireland was like and to see how suitable it was for the Cromwellian 
adventurers. Ballaghboy had a castle ruinated, Castletowne - a castle 
ruinated and some cottages, Killkilan - a stoane house on the premises and 
Ballmartine - with a Cornmill. 

A map of the barony of Lune was made in 1657 and it shows the location of 
the townlands of Athboy and Rathmore at that time. The townlands shown 
are Fosterfield, Pluxtowne, Kilkilan, Ballimartin, Castletowne, Athboy 
common, Ballaghboy Ballrath, Higginstonne, Frayne, Castletorme, 
Michellstonne, Oterstonne, Newtonne, Rathcarran, Rathcony, Gillstonne, 
Roodstonne, and Dirlangan. It also shows a large "Turfe bog" at 
Higginstown. 



Thomas had four sons and six daughters. He died in Bath in 1710 and his 
remains were brought back and buried in St. Patrick's churchyard, Trim, in 
September of that year. 

Theosodia Hyde 

Thomas' eldest son John Stuart Bligh married Theosodia Hyde, heiress to 
the Earl of Clarendon of the Barony of Clifton near Bristol. John was made 
Baron Clifton of Rathmore in 1722, Viscount Darnley of Athboy in 1723 
and on the 29th  of June 1725 he was created Earl of Darnley. The title 
Hereditary High Steward of Gravesend and Milton, Kent was brought into 
the Bligh family by the marriage to Theosodia Hyde as was extensive 
property in Kent which centred at Cobham Hall. The addresses were given 
by John Stuart Bligh when he became Earl of Darnley were Berkeley 
Square, London, Cobham Hall, Kent and Clifton Lodge Meath. John 
represented Athboy parliament from 1713 until 1721 when he was created 
Lord Clifton of Rathmore. 

The Bligh Family 
John Bligh, a citizen of London and son of William Bligh of Plymouth, was 
the founder of the Bligh family in Ireland. He was a dry-salter and came to 
Ireland as an agent of the Adventurers in 1641. The Adventurers were 
people who invested a sum of money in Cromwell's campaigns and received 
land or estate in Ireland as a reward. They were usually English. In some 
cases they came to Ireland to live and "civilise" the Irish but in most cases 

they sent over agents. 
In 1657 Bligh became an Adventurer himself and subscribed £600 to a joint 
stock in which two others were concerned. In casting lot, the baronies of 
Lune and Morgallion fell to him, property chiefly belonging to the 
Gormanstown family. He seated himself at Rathmore and was MP for 
Athboy in the first Parliament after the Restoration of King Charles 

II in 

1661. He also held a number of commissions under the Government. 

John Bligh married Catherine Fuller, daughter of the Bishop of Lincoln. 
Bishop Fuller had come to Ireland as Dean of St. Patrick's Cathedral 
Dublin and was made Bishop of Limerick but returned to become Bishop of 

Lincoln when it became vacant in 1663. Bligh 
had a son Thomas who 

succeeded him, and six daughters. 
The estate of Rathmore was confirmed to Thomas by an Act of Settlement 
in 1668. Thomas erected the principal estates in the neighbourhood into a 
manor and obtained a grant from King William and Queen Mary 
empowering him to hold 500 acres in demesne and to cmpale 500 acres for 

a deer park. By patent dated the 4th  June in the 6th  year in the reign of 

William and Mary and granted to Thomas Bligh "the townlands and 
commons of Athboy; together with several denominations of lands in the 
parishes of Rathmore; Moyaugher and Kildalkey, all in the Barony of Lune 
and the County of Meath, were erected into a Manor, and a power given to 
Thomas Bligh, his heirs and assigns to hold a Court twice a year and a 
Court Baron every three weeks or seldomer before a seneschal to be 
appointed by him or them". Thomas was M.P. for Athboy in 1692. Thomas 
was living in Rathmore Castle in 1676 when it was burnt down accidentally 
by a fire which started in the kitchen. The Blighs then built a residence on 

the Athboy - Trim road and called it "Clifton Lodge". 



Puritan Minister For Athboy 
With Cromwell in power the Puritan Religion was made the State Religion. 
Many puritan non-conformist ministers were appointed to parishes in 

Ireland. 

Mr. Samuel Edwards on the recommendation of the Commissioners for the 
Ejection of Scandalous, Ignorant and Insufficient Ministers in South Wales 
was "appointed to preach ye Gospel att ye publique meeting place at 
Athboy in ye County of Meath". Appointed in 1658, he was to be supported 
on tithes. Samuel Edwards was the only puritan minister to be appointed to 
the parish of Athboy and the Puritan fervour faded with Cromwell's death. 

In 1658 an order was given to repair the Chancel of Athboy church at the 
expense of Mr. Pakins, who had a lease of the rectory. 

Bishop Dopping's Visitation 1682 - 1685 
In 1681 Bishop Anthony Dopping was appointed to the Protestant diocese 
of Meath. Born in England but educated in Ireland Bishop Dopping was an 
eloquent preacher. He made a survey of the parishes of Meath between 

1682 and 1685. 

The Church of St. James, Athboy, had the Lord Primate (Archbishop of 
Armagh) as patron. The cure was performed every Sunday and catechism 
and prayer in the afternoon. Robert Parkinson was vicar and Patrick 
Dardite was popish priest. The clerk was the school master. There was 156 
Protestants and 5900 acres in the parish. The church was in good repair and 
finished in 1679, the chancel was down, the walls only standing and 
unrepaired after the 1641 rebellion. The church had a Bible, two Books of 
Common Prayer, no surplice, a reading desk, Font, a Holy Communion 
table reailed in, carpet of green woollen (a carpet was covering for the 
table) a linen cloth, silver chalice, pewter flagon and three bells. The 
graveyard was well fenced. The glebe house was out of repair and had 1/2  

stang of land with it. There were two aisles in the church and they were 
called St. Anne and St. Katherine. "Kilcummy (St. Cuminei)" was a chapel 
in the parish of Athboy. This is a Kilcuimhne, the Church of 
Remembrance, on the Hill of Ward. 

The church of Rathcaran or Rathkeran was dedicated to St. Michael and 
belonged to the Archbishop of Armagh. The church was in ruins. 

Rathmore Church was dedicated to St. Lawrence. The patron was Dowdall 
of Rathmore, a papist. The King was also a patron. There was 1000 acres 
in the parish. P. Cox was the popish priest. There was no Protestant 
services. Robert Parkinson of Athboy was the rector of Rathmore as well as 
Athboy. Only the walls of the church was standing and it lacked all the 
things a church needed except a font. 

The Churches 1690 - 1740 
King James II came to the throne .in 1685. Roman Catholicism became the 
state religion again and many Protestants fled from Ireland. 

James, on the recommendation of Patrick Tyrrell R. C. Bishop of Meath, 
appointed Patrick Dard to the Vicarage of Athboy on the 4 1̀1  June 1690. The 
king also appointed Dr-. Nicholas Fitzsimons to the rectories of Rathmore 
and Kilskeer. However the battle of the Boyne came a month later and 
William of Orange defeated the forces of James. 

In 1704 Rev. William Cullenan was registered as a parish priest of Athboy. 
He was ordained at Frayne in 1684 by Dr. Patrick Tyrrell, then Bishop of 
Clogher. At the year of registration he was fifty four years of age and lived 
at Castletown. Many priests were appointed by Dr. Tyrrell, Bishop of 
Clogher and afterwards Bishop of Meath at Frayne castle when it was 
owned by a powerful Catholic family - the Barnwells. Bishop Tyrrell's 
sister, Teresa, was married to an Athboy man. 

In 1704 Rev. James Lestrange was registered parish priest of Rathmore. 
After his death Rathmore and Athboy were united under one pastor. 

Rev. Christopher Plunkett was appointed pastor of Athboy in 1713. He 
was related to the Fingal Plunketts. There was a chalice in the church of 
Athboy which had the following inscription "CHRISTOPHERUS 
PLUNKETT me renovar, feat, ora pro eo - AD 1723" Fr. Plunkett died in 
1767 and was buried most probably in Rathmore. Rev. James Flinn 
succeeded and died in 1776. 

When the Church of Remembrance was abandoned a mudwall thatched 
chapel was built at the bottom of the Hill of Ward close to the Fair green. 
This church was built in the reign of Queen Anne. There was a field there 



known as Priest's field. Stones from this church were used later to build a 
summerhouse in the garden of Athboy lodge. 

In 1734 the R.C. Archbishop of Armagh sought to revive the right of his 
predecessors of medieval times to appoint to the parish of Athboy. The right 
was challenged by the Bishop of Meath. After much dispute the matter was 
referred to Rome. In 1736 the matter was decided in favour of the Bishop 
of Meath. 

In 1733 Bishop Ellis visited the Protestant Church and wrote " The church 
of this union, which is in the town of Athboy, is in very decent repair. Tis 
ceiled and the isle is flagged. There is a decent pulpit and reading desk, and 
the church is seated throughout and has a handsome gallery besides. There 
is a font of stone, and the communion table railed in. There is a decent 
carpet (tablecover) for the communion, a chalice and a flagon pewter. 
There are likewise two bells. The churchyard in beautiful order adorned 
with walks and evergreens, and planted with trees, and enclosed with a good 
stone wall". 

Members of Parliament for Athboy 
1559 Michael Moore, Athboy & James Blake, Athboy 

1585 William Browne, Athboy & Patrick Ferrell, Athboy 

1613 Melchior Moore, Gent., Athboy & Richard Browne, Gent., Athboy 

1634 Richard Browne, Gent., Athboy & Peter Ferrell, Gent., Athboy 

1639 Richard Browne, Gent., Athboy & Walter Dowdall, Gent., Athboy 

1642 Ralph Wallis Esq., Dublin replacing Dowdall deceased 

1642 Francis Peisley, Gent, Ballyowen, Dublin replacing Browne 
deceased. 

1661 John Bligh Esq. Rathmore & Richard Reynell, Esq, Dublin 

1692 Thomas Bligh Esq, Ratlunore & Peter Westenra, Esq, Dangan 

1695 Garrett Wesley, Esq, Dangan & James Napper, Esq, Loughcrew 

1703 Robert Johnson, Esq, & John Wade, Esq, Clonybreny 

1704 Robert Johnson Jnr. Esq, replacing his father  

1713 John Bligh, Esq, Rathmore & John Wade, Esq, Clonybreny 

1715 John Bligh, Esq, Rathmore & Thomas Bligh, Esq, Brittas. 

1721 Richard Ashe, Esq, Ashfield replacing John Bligh who was 

created Lord Clifton. 

1727 Thomas Bligh, Esq. Brines, Ballyhersy, Wicklow. 

Richard Ashe, Esq, Ashfield. 

1727 Robert Napper Esq, for Ashe who now represented Trim. 

1737 Honourable John Bligh, Rathmore for Napper deceased. 

1747 William Napper Esq, Dublin, replacing Bligh who became 
Earl Darnley. 

1761 Thomas Bligh Esq, Brittas & William Tighe the younger Esq, 
Rossana, Wicklow. 

1768 Thomas Bligh Esq, Brittas & William Tighe Esq, Rossana 

In the 1695 and 1703 Parliament Thomas Bligh of Rathmore represented 
County Meath. 

When Ireland was joined to England by the Act of Union 1801 Athboy was 
disenfranchised and John, Earl of Darnley, was paid £15,000 compensation. 

Athboy was what was called a "Rotten Borough". The members of 
Parliament returned for Athboy were not elected by the people of the town 
but by a corporation which consisted of a few individuals who were 
effectively controlled by the Earls of Darnley from the mid 1600s on. 

The Eighteenth Century 
Isaac Butler made a ten year tour through Ireland between 1740 and 1750 
to collect botanical specimens for the newly founded College of Surgeons. 
He passed through Athboy and records a wayside cross outside the town - 
-One and a half miles from Athboy at a small Bridge over a brook where 
there is a shaft of a wayside cross remaining with these lines - "Pray for the 
soule of Amos Nugent, Stewart, Ann, Dom. 1688". He also visited Athboy 
graveyard and recorded the inscriptions on the stones there. 



John Wesley, the founder of Methodism, came to preach in Ireland in 1748 
and 1749 and he visited Tullamore, Clara, Moate, Ferbane, Mullingar and 
Drumcree in Diocese of Meath. The Vicar of Delvin Mr. Moore Booker 
supported the Methodist Movement. The Bishop of Meath was not too 
pleased and many letters were written arguing their respective cases. Mr. 
Booker wrote in one of his letters that one of his parishioners, Alexander 
Irwin, had been assaulted in Athboy "a town full of papists". A mob 
surrounded him and beat him and some of the bones in his hands were 
dislocated. 

Anybody convicted by the local Magistrate at Athboy court and sentenced 
to be hung was brought to a field on the Trim road where the gallows was 
located. The dead criminal was buried in the field near the gallows. 

Lieutenant General Bligh (born 1695 died 1775) was the brother of the first 
Earl of Darnley and was commander of the English cavalry at the battles of 
Dettingen, Val, Fontenoy and Melle. He lived at Brittas, Nobber and 
planted a big field with groups of trees representing groups of soldiers at the 
Battle of Dettingen. The house at Brittas is not far away from the ruins of 
Cruisetown Castle which also had associations with Rathmore and Athboy. 

Arthur Young travelled throughout Ireland and kept a diary of his 
comments on the conditions in Ireland at the time. On 3rd  July 1776 he came 
to Drewstown House which was then the seat of Barry Barry. Mr. Barry 
was not at home but Arthur Young observed "that he had a large lawn very 
well laid down to grass and had made a very pretty lake with shrubbery on 
the banks of it". The land in the area was "applied to grazing and lets from 
25s. to 35s an acre the rest 20s". 

A Yarn Fair was held at Crossa Fuitin where the Mall is today. (The Mall 
is the road in front of the Vocational School). A field in Otterstown was 
known as the Bleach field and was used for bleaching the linen. There was a 
flax mill on the corner of Church lane. 

On the 13th  of August 1795 John Cassidy, Thomas Foley and Patrick 
Weldon of Athboy, were executed in Mullingar for the murder of Mr. 
Murdock. On the 20th  of October 1796 Simon Baker, the disputed husband 
of two women was refused burial in Athboy but was allowed burial in 
Turin. On the 31' of July 1797 Patrick Moran was murdered and buried in 
a fallow field on the lands of Frayne where he was found two days later. 

Visitation Of Bishop Plunkett 
When Roman Catholic Bishops of Meath visited Athboy for confirmation it 
was usual for them to stay at Causcstown House. Bishop Plunkett's first 
confirmation in Athboy was on November 17th  1782. He confirmed 36 
people on that day. 

Eighteen were confirmed in 1785, 32 in 1786, 28 in 1787, and 43 in 1788. 
In 1783, 30 were confirmed, in 1790, 20 confirmed, in 1791, 9 confirmed, 
in 1792, 17 confirmed, in 1793, 11 confirmed. In 1793 Dr. Plunkett 
preached "on the means of preventing relapse into sin and strictures on the 
late scandalous riots of Athboy". 

In 1795, sixty were confirmed, in 1796, 90 confirmed and in 1797, 78 were 
confirmed and the Bishop preached on "The Barbarous custom of boxing 
reprobated, on account of a young man who perished on the preceding 
Monday, immediately after having boxed; tradesmen condemned for 
spending Mondays in idleness etc.; the Society of Christian Doctrine 
recommended anew; the inhabitants of the country part of the parish 
reproached for violating the Sundays and the holidays by drinking to 
excess-. 

In 1798, 20 were confirmed and in 1799, 36 were confirmed and Dr. 
Plunkett preached on the "Neglect of sacraments; cursing and swearing; 
thieving and stealing condemned". In 1800, 49 were confirmed in 1801, 89 
were confirmed. On his 1803 visitation the Bishop dined at Mr. Gaughran's 
and in 1817 he spent the evening with Richard Barnwell of Grennanstown. 
On his 1822 Visitation he preached on "Pascal duty neglected by some and 
combination oaths taken by many" Combination oaths were the oaths 
people took to join secret societies. The Tithe War was going on at this time 
and the organisations which the tenant farmers founded to fight against the 
tithes are probably what the bishop was referring to. 

Athboy Militia And Yeomanry 1784 
Athboy Corps of Volunteers was forced in 1784. These were a militia 
formed for local defence. 

Later on a Yeomanry Corps were formed. These were as auxiliaries to the 
normal defence forces. They were formed by the Government to meet the 
threat of the United Irishman and a French invasion. The Yeomanry of 



Alms Houses (1969) 

Athboy or Athboy Infantry as they were called, were formed in the years 
1798, 1801, 1803 - 1805 and 1807. The officers with their dates of 
appointment in brackets were Captain John Earl of Darnley (14-7-1798). 
Lt. Thomas Hopkins (Sept 1801), made Captain 1807, Lt. Francis Walsh 
(26-8-1805) and Lt. Henry Cusack (28-8-1805). 

1798 Rebellion 
Several skirmishes took place in or around Meath:- Wilkinstown, Moynalty, 
Kilbeggan, Bunbrusna and Wilson's Hospital. A group of rebels were 
defeated by superior forces on the Hill of Tara. Some rebels made their way 
from Wexford under the leadership of Fr. Kearns to County Meath. They 
were dispersed at Clonard and Fr. Kearns taken prisoner and executed in 
Edenderry. 

The parson of Athboy, Samuel Murphy wrote "Most of the Protestant 
families fled. I did so too" and they waited until "the coming of better 
times" Rev. Murphy was also vicar general of St. Patrick's Cathedral 
Dublin while parson of Athboy. A pike dating from the period was found in 
the thatch of a house in Sherlockstown. One of the rebels was hung at the 
Market House in Athboy.' Dr. Plunkett (R.C.) Bishop of Meath told the 
people of Drogheda that the rebellion was a "criminal insurrection". 

Charities In 1799 
A Mr. Cusack gave a "handsome estate" to Stephen's Hospital Dublin on 
the condition that the governors paid for the apprenticeship of two boys 
from Athboy. The sum of 10 was paid each year for the apprenticeship of 
the two boys. 

-One of the Bligh family (Earl of Darnley's family) bequeathed £.1500, the 
interest of which was to be distributed amongst the poor of the parish. The 
poor received this interest for some time, but as the money was not willed to 
trustees, the agent, one of the Tandys, kept the principal, and refused to pay 
the interest any longer. Some time after this, another of the Tandys, thinking 
his relation's conduct disgraceful to the family name, left £1500 to replace 
this money but he committed the same error in not naming trustees, of 
which advantage was taken by Tandy of Johnsbrook, in my parish, who  

refused to pay principal or interest" (John Healy's History of the Diocese of 
Meath). 

Three alms houses were built in the late 1790s by Lord Darnley. These 
were to provide accommodation for the poor. In 1799 they were described 
as being "wretchedly built, and have been in an unfinished state for some 
time. They are however, inhabited and there is a grocers shop kept in one of 
them, with a licence board over the door, though they are called alms 
houses". 

In the 1830s the alms houses were inhabited by twelve widows who were 
each given an annual allowance of £5 .5s with a garden and ten kishes of 
turf. Lord Darnley also gave weekly allowances of 43 out pensioners. 

These alms houses were demolished around 1970. They were then the 
property of the County Council. 



Athboy 1800 - 1830 
The R.D.S. conducted a survey of County Meath in 1802. The following 
are some comments made by their surveyor, Robert Thompson, on the area 
around Athboy. The soil -gives very nice although not very abundant crops 
of barley and along the banks of the river there is excellent grass ground, 
and a rich vein of heavy meadow which has been very much improved in 
quality within these few years past by the bed of the river having been 
sunk, by subscription of the persons through whose property it runs. 

These grounds when not meadowed, prove extremely well in feeding and 
seem at a little distance, from the very great flatness and number of 
extensive hedgerows to be tolerably well wooded". More than half the land 
was under grass in 1802. 

The County infirmary was built in Navan in 1754 but this was a bit far 
away for the sick of Athboy. An Act of 1805 provided that counties where 
the county infirmary were unavailable to the poor by reason of distance, the 
Grand Jury (sort of a County Council made up of the County's most 
important people) might raise a sum by presentment equal to the amount 
raised by private subscription to establish local dispensaries. The Grand 
Jury matched the money raised locally pound for pound. The Athboy 
dispensary was opened in 1819. 

The residence of the vicar of Athboy or Rectory was erected in 1818 at an 
expense of £1,700. Someone gave a gift of £100 and a loan was given by 
the last Board of First Fruits. The glebe or churchlands consisted of six 
acres in Athboy and one and a half acres in Girley valued at £2 per acre. 
Bishop Lewis O'Beirne encouraged the building of the glebe houses in 
parishes so that the clergy could have no excuse for non residence. Many 
clergymen held more than one post and had the excuse that there was 
nowhere to live in the parish. 

The tithes were a tax on the occupiers of land which was used to support 
the Established Protestant Church. All tenants paid for the support of a 
church whether they worshipped there or not. 

Tithe applotment Books recorded the occupiers of the land in each parish, 
the quantity and quality of the land held by them and the amount that was to 
be paid in tithes. For example: twenty acres owned by Edward Brady in 
Castletown was classed as upland grazing land. This tenant paid £1.10s. 3d  

in tithes which was made up of Vicaral Tithe payable to the Rev. Robert 
Noble (this was to pay the salary of the clergyman) 13s. 9 1/2d and the 
Rectoral Tithe payable to the Earl of Darnley (this was to pay for the 
upkeep of the Rectory where the clergyman lived) - 16s.5 1/2d. Mr. 
Cosgrave the tenant of two acres of reclaimed pasture in Higginstown paid 
I s.2d in tithe times. 

It was the tenant not the landlord who paid the tithes. Naturally many 
tenants objected to paying to upkeep a church to which they did not belong. 
There were many meetings and demonstrations against the tithes. In a riot in 
Castlepollard nine or ten people were killed in 1831. 

From 1838 the tithe was to be paid by the landowner and not by the 
occupier or tenant and this marked the end of the tithe war. 

The Rectory (1940) 
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Education 1826 - 1840 
In 1788 Plunkett found five schools in the parish of Athboy and by 1826 
there were seven Roman Catholic schools in Athboy parish and two 
Protestant schools. The report of the Commissioners of Public Instruction in 
1835 recorded six schools in Athboy parish. 

In 1826 there were five schools in Athboy town. William Farnham ran a 
school in an apartment of a dwellinghouse which was attended by four 
Protestants and 64 Catholics. Bryan Farrell had a school in a house of stone 
and lime rented for £.3 a year with 55 pupils in 1826. In 1835 there were 35 
males and 26 females. The children paid fees varying from Is.8d. to 3s.4d a 
quarter amounting to £20 per annum. The programme of instruction 
included - reading, writing, arithmetic, and Roman Catholic catechism. 

Elizabeth Lee held a free school in a room in her own house in 1826. J. 
Smith held a school in a "small house" with two Protestant and eight 
Catholic pupils. Thomas Bennett had a school in a poor cabin with 25 
children attending. At Ballyboy James Fagan taught 40 children in a 
thatched house built of stone and mud. A school built by subscription at 
Rathmore was attended by 80 pupils. The Earl of Darnley made an annual 
grant of £.10 to the teacher Patrick Lynch. This teacher opened a school in 
Athboy in August, 1834. The average attendance of the 57 children on the 
books was 30 in 1835. W. Smith opened a school in Athboy in May 1834 
and had 48 children on the rolls in 1835. 

The two Protestant schools mentioned in the 1826 report were free schools. 
One was held in the upper part of the market-house and the other was a 
female free school held in one of the Alms houses. 

In 1835 a national school was built of mud and thatch in Frayne. The 
national schools were established by the govenunent as a national system of 
primary education. B. Lynch was the school master and there were 62 
children on the roll in 1835. 

The Glove School of Athboy was a free school supported by Lady Hopkins 
(£3 per annum) and the proceeds of the sales of the gloves. The children 
were paid for their work. There were 12 girls on the rolls in 1835 and the 
course included reading, needlework, glovemaking and scripture reading. 

A National School was built in Athboy and opened on the 15th  of January, 
1838 and it continued in use until the next schools were erected by Fr. Fox 
in 1885. 

Schools were erected at Rathcairn and Balrath in January, 1840 and 
applications were made in August 1840 to have them taken under the 
Board. 

There was a free school in Moyagher in 1835 which was supported by £25 
per annum from Lord Darnley and £.25 per annum from General Bligh and 
a house rent free. There was a school in Girley and two National schools in 
Kildalkey in 1835. 
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The Old School House 



Ordnance Survey 1836 
John O'Donovan travelled Ireland surveying the countryside for the 
Ordnance Survey map making operation and collecting information on 
antiquities. 

John O'Donovan arrived in Athboy on August, 6th  1836 and could not get a 

room as there was a fair going on. On August 7th  he "travelled about sixteen 
miles in search of traditions about Tlachtga but was very disappointed as 
very few of the aboriginal Methians are now in the neighbourhood". 
Describing the Hill of Ward earthworks he wrote "The original fort 
consisted of four (perhaps five) concentric rings with a moate in the centre 
now - much lowered. The diameter of the outer circle is 136 yards". 

Athboy parish contains 11,844 acres - of which two acres are water and 
286 acres of uncultivated land. The parish is 5 Irish miles in length and 4 in 
breath. There were 27 townlands and John O'Donovan gave the name of the 
townlands their meanings, the acreage in each, who owned them, what crops 
were in them and what antiquities were in the townland. Here is part of 
O'Donovan's survey of Athboy's townlands:- 

Athboy Town Park - Ath Buidhe, the yellow ford. 

Ballyboy - Baile Bhuidhe, yellow milking place. 

Balrath - Baile an Raith, town of the fort. 

Bunboggan - Bun Bogain, foot or bottom of the bog. 

Castletown - Baile an Chaisleain, town of the castle. 

Causestown - Causes town. 

Chapel Land - Church land. 

Curleyland and Mill land - Poll a Mhadaidh Ruaidh, the hole of the 
fox. 

Derlangan - Doire Longain, Longan's oak wood. 

Drissogue - Driseog, a place of brambles. 

Eighty eight acres - In 1836 survey there was 156 acres in this 
townland. 

Fordrath - Forde's rath  

Foster's Fields - Foster's fields. 

Frayne - A place of shelter. 

Glebe - The church property. 

Grennanstown - Baile Ghrianain, Grennanstown. 

Higginstown - Baile Ui Uigin town of the O'Higgins. 

Hospitalland. 

Kilkeelan - Keelan's land, Cill Chaolain. 

Knocknahatina - Cnoc na hAitinne, hill of the furze. 

Knockshangan - Cnoc na Seangan, hill of the ants. 

Martinstown - Baile Mhartain, Martin's town. 

Mitchelstown - Baile Mhistealaigh, Mitchell's town. 

Mullagh Stones - Mullach, a summit, Stones of Mullagh. 

Newtown alias Ballyfallon - Baile Fallamhain, Fallonstown. 

Pluckstown - Pluck's town. 

Otterstown - Baile an Ursoirighe, Otter's town. 

Rathcarron - Rath Chorrain, fort of the hook. 

Stocks - Stoc, a stake of tree-trunk. 

Wardstown - Baile Bhaird, Wardstown. 

Woodtown - Baile na Coille, town of the wood. 

John O'Donovan names the big houses and their occupiers in 1836. 

Mr. Dobbin of Lowtown, Kildare, owned the townlands of Rathcarron and 
Woodtown. Lord Trimblestown owned half of Wardstown. The Earl of 
Darnley owned Athboy Town Parks, Ballyboy, Balrath, Bunboggan, 
Curleyland and Mill Land, Derrylangan, Drissogue, Eighty Eight Acres, 
Fordrath, Fosterfields, Grennanstown, Higginstown, Kilkeelan, 
Knocknahatina, Knockshangan, Martinstown, Mitchelstown, Mullagh 
Stones, Otterstown, Pluxtown, Stocks and half of Wardstown, The Blue 
Coat Hospital, Dublin owned the townlands of Castletown, Causestown, 



Chapelland and Hospitalland. The Glebe was owned by the Rector of 
Athboy. The townland of Frayne was owned by Sir Thomas Chapman of 
St. Lucie, Clonmellon. 

There is 5,345 acres in the parish of Rathmore and the parish was owned by 
Lord Darnley. The townlands in this parish recorded by John O'Donovan 

are:- 

Ballyboy - a town of the mouth of the Yellow ford. 

Balruntha - Baile Rontach, town of the divisions 

Clonimore Great and Little - great meadow. 

Gillstown Great and Little - Gill's town 

Jamestown - really James Cusack's town. 

Milltown - town of the mill. 

Mooney'stown - well with a cure in this townland. 

Moyaugher Provost - Fiachre's Plain. 

Moyaugher - School house in this townland. 

Rahonny or Raconny - Fort of the firewood, Rath Conaid. 

Rathmore - Rath mor, great fort. 

The big houses in the parish of Rathmore in 1836 were Ballyboy House 
inhabited by Mr. Gannon and Moyagher House, the residence of Mr. 
Cusack. John O'Donovan also records that there is a trigonometrical station 
in Gillstown which is 252 ft above sea level called Gillstown College. He 
also records an old graveyard with church ruins in Moyagher Provosts 

townland. 

Athboy In The 1830s And 1840s 
An epidemic of cholera swept through Ireland in 1832 and 1833. The 
Cholera Board was established in March 1832 to deal with the epidemic. In 
May 1832 the disease struck in Trim and 31 people died. Local Boards of 
Health were established to cope with the disease and these applied to the 
Cholera Board for aid in dealing with the problem. The Health Board of  

Athboy applied to the Central Board for a grant of £50 to establish a 
hospital in the town of Athboy which was granted in July, 1832. 

In 1833 on the 18th of February a group of armed men entered the house of 
Henry Costello in Martinstown and stole £60 the property of Thomas 
Lynch and a great coat belonging to Costello. It seems the men had inside 
information for they headed straight for the chest containing the money. 
Lynch was a pig jobber who resided with Costello. The great coat was 
found the following morning in the town of Athboy. The constable visited 
the scene of the robbery and sent patrols in different directions to try and 
catch the thieves and a reward of £20 was given for any information leading 
to the arrest and conviction of the robbers. 

The last Caoini women seen in Athboy were at the funeral of an Athboy 
carman who was found hanged in a hayloft in Stoneybatter, Dublin on 
Sunday afternoon 29th March, 1835. These caoining women were hired to 
cry over the coffin by the relatives of the deceased. 

The Poor Law Unions were set up in 1838. There were five in county 
Meath and a workhouse was built in each - Trim, Navan, Kells, Oldcastle 
and Dunshaughlin. Athboy was in Trim Poor Law Union and anybody not 
able to support themselves were able to go to the workhouse. The 
workhouses were made uncomfortable so that lazy people were not 
encouraged to enter. But this also discouraged the real poor from seeking 
help at the workhouse. 

Athboy was described as a market and post town and contained 346 houses 
in 1831. The mail coach between Dublin and Killashandra ran through the 
town and there was a change of horses kept in the town. The old coaching 
Inn was the Ludwidge Arms which afterwards was Murphy's Public House. 

The market was held on Thursdays. The principal fairs were held on the 
Thursday before January 28th, May 4th, Aug.4th, and November 7th  and 
other fairs held on March 3rd  and 10th, June 22nd  and 30th  and September 
22'd  and 29th. There was a public crane (weighbridge) in the market. The 
craner was appointed by Lord Darnley. The craner was charged rent for the 
position but receipts barely covered the expenses. The charge for weighing a 
sack of potatoes was Id. 

A petty court session was held every alternative Thursday by the County 
Magistrates. The ordinary Magistrates in the Athboy area were William 
Hopkins Esq., Frayrie, Henry Biddulph Warner Esq., Dawsons Court, 



The Weir at Newman's Mill. Demolished 1971. 

Lambert Disney Esq., Clifton Lodge, George CusaA, Moyagher and 
Thomas Rotheram Esq., Drewstown. Athboy had a chief station of the 
constabulary police. There was one chief constable and 12 county 
constabulary stationed in the town. In 1842 G.S. Graves was Sub Inspector 
for Police and the post mistress was Elizabeth Molloy. 

The population of County Meath in 1831 was 176,000 yet there was only 
1,500 voters in the country. The two M.P.s. in 1842 were Daniel O'Connell 
of Derrynane Abbey, Co. Kerry and Henry Grattan of Moyrath. 

The vicarage of Athboy was united with the vicarage of Girley and the 
rectories of Moyagher, Rathmore and Kildalkey under an act of council 
1678 and in 1830 were under the patronage of the Crown, the Archbishop 
of Armagh and the Bishop of Meath. The tithes in 1837 amounted to £560 
of which £360 was paid to the Archbishop of Armagh and £200 to the 

vicar. 

In 1838 Reverend L.J. Nolan "lately a Romish Clergyman but now a curate 
of the Established Church at Athboy" published a "Third pamphlet 
addressed to the Roman Catholics of Ireland". 

In 1840 there was a large flour mill in Athboy. In 1840 it was transferred 
from Sir Francis Hopkins to William and John Webb who later sold it to 

James Cassidy. 

Poets 
Patrick McNamee was born in Kildalkey in 1842 and died in 1902. He 
wrote many poems about local areas - "The Legend of Frayne", "The Lay 
of Trimblestown" and also wrote a History of Meath. 

Another poet, James Martin, was born in Athboy and became a renowned 
balladmaker in the Coombe area of Dublin. One of his poems recounts the 
story of a robbery in Athboy. The villains robbed a family, shot the father 
threw the child in the fire and escaped with the money. The Peelers or police 
of the day quickly found their men as they had left their dog locked in the 
house after them. The police followed the dog to the house where the thieves 
were counting the money. The men were arrested and at their trial the dog 
was let loose and went directly to its masters in the dock. The Judge said 
that was all the evidence he needed and sentenced them to be hanged. 

New Churches For Athboy And Rathmore 
In 1788 Bishop Plunket found "one chapel rebuilt" but it does not appear on 
a map of 1812. In 1810 Mr. Nicholas Gannon gave a bell for the use of the 
Chapel. 

Fr. James Rickard was parish priest when the present church was built. 
Lewis describes it in 1837 "The chapel is now in course of re-erection, and 
when completed will be a handsome and commodious edifice in the ancient 
style of architecture with a steeple 90 feet high, it will be lighted by five 
windows of considerable dimensions on each side, and three at each end, 
and will have three entrances in front". The church was completed in 1845. 

When the roof of Rathmore Church fell in, Mass was said in a barn in 
Cloneymore up to the 1830's. The church of St. Lawrence was built in 
1843 due to the generosity of Mr. Gannon of Rathmore. So there was two 
new churches in Athboy parish in the 1840's. 

The Great Famine 1845 - 1848 
In 1822 there was near famine in Ireland. The British Government voted a 
sum of £500,000 to alleviate Irish distress. A long drought in 1826 also 
resulted in the failure of crops. 



Train at Athboy Station about 1900. 

In the 20s and 30s there was a market stock special coming to Athboy to 
collect cattle every Wednesday. After the second World War the need for 
the railways decreased and in October 1952 an application was made to the 
Transport Tribunal for an exemption order to authorise the abandonment of 
the Athboy Branch. In 1953 the application was granted but the line 
continued to be used up till 1957 as Athboy station was used to store 
carriages and wagons. 

V.C. Winner 
Rev. Alfred T. Harvey was rector of Athboy from 1885 to 1898. His son, 
Frederick Harvey, was awarded the Victoria Cross while another son, 
Arnold, became a Bishop. 

The Great Famine did not hit Meath as hard as the South and West of the 
country. The potato crop failed partially in 1845 and completely in 1846. 
1847 was a good year for crops but 1848 was poor again. The blight hit the 
food of the poor tenants - the potato. The other crops that were grown were 
sold to pay the landlord's rent. 

In 1846 a relief fund was set up to provide cheap Indian meal (maize) and 
oaten meal for the poor of the Barony of Lune. Lord Darnley subscribed 
£100 to the fund. The fund totalled more than £380. Each pound 
contribute guaranteed a contribution of 1 Os from the Lord Lieutenant and 
Government. A soup kitchen in Athboy was giving out 50 gallons of soup a 
day in the Winter of 1846/47. 

The Railways And Athboy. 
In 1858 the Dublin and Meath Railway company was formed with the aim 
of making a line from Dublin to Athboy and Navan. The contractors, the 
Brothers Moore started work between Athboy and Trim in 1858. However 
their work was delayed by landowners asking too high a price. The Athboy 
line was eventually finished and opened on February 26th  1864. 

The Midland and Great Western Railway (M.G.W.R.) took a lease on the 
Meath line in 1869 for ten years and in 1873 another lease for 90 years. In 
the late 19th  century and early 20th  century the M.G.W.R. locomotives had a 
distinctive livery. All were painted emerald green with the background to the 
name plates in vermilion. 

The Goods traffic from the Meath line went to the North Wall yard. This 
was convenient for the export trade of cattle and agricultural goods. 
Broadstone was the Dublin passenger terminus. Athboy was 85 minutes 
from Dublin by rail. 

Athboy Railway Station contained a ballast pit which was opened in 1910. 
The passenger platform was 400 ft. long. There was a goods store and a 3 
ton crane. At the northern end of the station stood an engine shed with two 
roads, a water column of 8100 gallons and a 45ft. turntable. 



Fr. Eoghan O'Growney 
Eoghan (or Eugene) O'Growney was born on the 25th  August, 1863 in 

Ballyfallon about one and a half miles from Athboy. The house where he 
was born has been demolished. He spent his earlier years in a little hip 
gabled cottage a quarter of a mile nearer Athboy. 

According to the local register Fr. O'Growney was admitted to the Athboy 

Infants School on April 27th  1868 and to the Boy's School on May 10th  

1870. He knew nothing of the Irish Language until he was fourteen 
according to a neighbouring farmer, Michael McKenna, whose home he 

used to visit. 

"One day in 1877" McKenna wrote in Arthur Griffith's "United Irishman", 
the boy came upon an old Irish book, a Testament printed in Irish and asked 
what it was. It was the first time he had ever seen Irish print, and he told me 
he would "give the world to be able to read it". The following year the 
young O'Growney heard, Johnny Gantley, a horse trainer at Ballyfallon 
speaking Irish and this fired his enthusiasm for the language. 

With the help of lessons printed by the newly founded Society for the 
Preservation of the Irish Language Eoghan O'Growney mastered the Irish 
language. He practised conversations with the people who still had Irish. He 
knew fifteen people who had Irish from the cradle. McKenna said "he was 
truly enamoured of the language and he could not understand why 
everybody should not learn it". 

In 1879 he entered St. Finians Seminary in Navan. In 1882 he was 
presented in the senior grade of the Intermediate Examination. There was no 
mention of Irish on this report. It was probably not on the curriculum. 

Eoghan went on to Maynooth in October 1882 to study for the priesthood. 
He spent his holidays in the Gaeltacht areas in Galway, Kerry, Cork, and 
Waterford. 

Ordained to the priesthood on the 24th  June 1889 he spent a short while as 
curate in Mullingar before moving to Ballynacargy, Co. Westmeath. In the 
same year he contributed his first Irish article to the Gaelic Journal (Iris 
leabhair na Gaedhilge). 

While a student at Maynooth Eoghan had founded an Irish society among 
the students of the College. He became a frequent contributor to the Gaelic 
Journal, and in September 1891 he was selected to succeed John Fleming as 
editor of the Journal. 

He was appointed Professor of Irish at Maynooth College on the 15th  
October, 1891. The chair had been vacant since 1878 when Dr. Michael 
Logue became Cardinal Primate. 

In 1893 the Gaelic League was founded. When Rev. Mr. Cleaver, the first 
vice-president of the League died, Fr. O'Growney was asked to fill his 
position. At this time he started to publish his Easy Lessons in Irish 
(Cleachta Beaga Gaedilge) which were published weekly at first but were 
later put in book form. 

Fr. O'Growney's health broke down in October 1894 and he applied for a 
years leave of absence and went to the dry air in the Western States of 
America. He first went to San Francisco and then to Arizona. His health did 
not improve and after another year's leave of absence he tendered his 
resignation to Maynooth. 

He died at Los Angeles on the 18th of October 1899 aged thirty six and 
was buried in Los Angeles. Four years later his body was transported 
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across America and across the Atlantic for reburial in Maynooth. The 
funeral procession through Dublin was four miles long. The men of Meath 
were given the honour of carrying the coffin from the Pro-Cathedral to the 
hearse. 

On the 14th  of October, 1956 a statue_ of Fr. Eoghan O'Growney was 
unveiled in front of the Church in Athboy. The statue was sculpted by 
Seamus de Paor. The unveiling was performed by one of Fr. O'Growney's 
successors, an tAthair Dormchadh 0 Floinn, Professor of Irish at Maynooth 
College. There is a film record of this event. 

New Parochial House 
The priests lived in a house in the church grounds before the existing 
Parochial house was built. At a meeting of the parishioners on the 28th  June, 
1868 it was resolved to build a new residence. The sum of £311 was 
subscribed there and then and the foundation stone was laid on the 25th  of 

July, 1869. 

The Land Question 
In the latter half of the, 19th  century County Meath had the highest 
percentage of land under pasturage of all the counties in Ireland. Over 70 
acres in every hundred were under grass. This "ranching" meant that very 
few people owned the land and only needed a few herds to look after the 
cattle. In fact it was described as "a wilderness in the best land in the 
world". There were no small house or farms, in fact the country-side could 
be described as being deserted compared to present days. 

In 1879 the Land League was founded by Michael Davin in County Mayo, 
to prevent tenants being rack rented and being unjustly evicted and to press 
for tenant ownership. Charles S. Parnell supported the Land League. John 
Devoy the leader of Clan na Gael organised support in the U.S. Bishop 
Nulty of Meath was another who supported the Land League and thought 
the Irish Land System was little better than slavery and the landlords took 
every produce from the soil except the potatoes which were to keep the 
people from starving. Bishop Nulty also ordered a collection at all parish 
churches to defray Parnell's election expenses. The Land Acts of 1870, 
1881, 1885 and 1903 largely solved the Land Question. The Irish tenant  

farmer bought their lands from the landlords. William McLoughlin, the son 
of an innkeeper from Athboy went to America in 1868 where he became a 
friend of John Devoy and also a member of the Irish Republican 
Brotherhood. 

The Darnley Estate 
Throughout the 18th  and 19th  century the Earl of Darnley was the landlord 
of Athboy. He owned all but six of the twenty-seven townlands in the 
parish. 

In 1883 John Stuart, Earl of Darnley lived at Cobham Hall, Gravesend in 
Kent. The Earls of Darnley were Hereditary High Steward of Gravesend 
and Milton, Kent. He was born in 1827, succeeded to the title in 1835 and 
married in 1850. He was educated at Eton College and Christ College, 
Oxford. He belonged to numerous clubs. He owned lands in Meath and 
Kent. He owned 9,309 acres in Kent with a gross annual value of £20,001 
and 25,463 acres in Meath with a gross annual value of £17,349. (1883) In 
Ireland alone he owned an area over twice the size of the parish of Athboy. 

The Earl of Darnley was a landlord who left the running of his Irish estate 
to agents. In 1876 the agent was Otway Johnson who received a salary of 
£600 p.a. The normal Gale Days when rent was paid were 1st May and the 
1st of November. 

Rent Roll and Account of the Earl of Darnley 1876 EXTRACTS 

One years rent due 1st  May 1875 19,620 13s 9.5d 

Arrears at 1st  May 1874 192 5s 6.0d 

Received 19,258 14s 10.0d 

Poor Rate Collected 381 2s 8.5d 

Income Tax Collected 5 14s 1.5d 

Payments in advance 337 14s 1.5d 

Arrears 112 2s 3.0d 



The accounts were divided up into the following categories: 

(i) Interest, (ii) Turbary (Turf) (iii) Meadows, (iv) Timber (v) Clifton 
Lodge Farm, (vi) Salaries, (vii) Charities, (viii) Game (ix) Subscriptions (x) 

Repairs (xi) Agent's Account  

(v) Clifton Lodge Farm Account Items 

Service of Bull J. Smith £5 7s 6d 

Sick Heifer sold £2 Os Od 

3 Cows sold £52 15s Od 

63 Pairs of rabbits from Muchwood ES 15s 6d 

Cost of Ejectment Decree lOs Od 

(vi) Salaries 

J. Doyle 12 months as Forester £40 Os Od 

W. Mc Comas Gamekeeper at 

Clifton Lodge £18 6s Od 

J. Bohen Steward Clifton Lodge £30 Os Od 

W. Taylor, Gamekeeper, Portlester £40 Os Od 

T. Smith Baliff Athboy District £34 Os Od 

J. Robinson School Master Athboy £35 Os Od 

Mrs Roe School Mistress £34 3s 4d 

W. Driver Herd at Clifton Lodge £26 Os Od 

R. Bennet Scavenger at Athboy £ 5 Os Od 

T.V. Nugent Auditor £80 Os Od 

(vii) 	Charities 

Alms House 	 £144 5s 	7d 

P. Clements coffin for Mary Dixon 	0 6s 	Od 

Fuel Allowance 	 6 lOs 	Od 

Christmas Donations to Alms houses 	1 4s 	Od 

Total for Alms houses 	 £153 7s 	Id 

Schools 

Athboy School Fuel Requisites 

and Cleaning 	 £7 	18s 	Od 

Moyagher School 

Ballivor School 

Coolronan School 

Game 

2 Ferrets for Portlester 	 12s 	2d 

(ix) 	Subscriptions 

Kildare St. Club 
	

£10 	Os 	Od 

Sacicville St. Club 
	

7 	is 	Od 

Also subscriptions to Trim Horticultural Society, Meath Horse Show, 
Allenstown Harriers, Meath Hounds, Meath Club, Headfort Testimonial, 
Royal Agricultural Club and Meath Hunt Steeplechases. 

The Rent Roll gave an index of the Tenants and the Lot Ntunbers of the 
property they occupied. 

The town of Athboy went on sale by Public Auction in Dublin on Tuesday 
and Wednesday 15th  and 16th  June 1909. The estate was then owned by the 
seventh Earl of Darnley, Ivo Francis Walter. 



Lower Bridge Street about 1900 

The town of Athboy was sold in 110 lots and the Auctioneers were James H 
North and Company, 110 Grafton Street, Dublin. C.P. Coghill Esq was the 
Earl of Darnley's agent at the time. 

The land was held in Fee Simple under Patents from the Crown - 19th  

Charles II and 20th  Charles II. 

1909 Tenants 

George Murphy 
	 1 and 2 Chapel Street. 

Mrs Doran 
	 38 Chapel Street. 

Estate office 
	 4 and 4a Main Street 

Mrs Cowan Hotel and garden 
	4b Main Street 

Patrick Callaghan 
	 8 Main Street 

Old School 
	

15 Main Street 

Trim R.D.C. Dispensary 
	 18 Main Street 

J.W. Greene M.D. 	 19 Main Street 

Police Barracks, lessor HM, Govt 
	

1 Upper Bridge Street 

Court House, lessor Meath Co. Council 2 Upper Bridge Street 

Thomas Newman's Flour Mills 
	25 Lower Bridge Street 

There was 47 houses in Connaught Street. There was also 12 houses in 
Fallon's Row which was a row of houses on the road out to the new 
graveyard on the right hand side of the road. 

The Estate Office of the Earl of Darnley which was situated beside the 
Kirwan Arms Hotel was finally closed in 1948. 

The other large landowner in Athboy parish was the Blue Coat Hospital 
which owned the townlands of Castletown, Causetown, Chapelland, 
Hospital Land and parts of the town of Athboy. This was a school in Dublin 
and not a hospital as we understand the word today. 

Meath Hunt 
The Meath and Ward Hunts held meets at Clifton Lodge and Drewstown in 
the 1870s. Noted coverts or places foxes were found were Clifton Lodge, 
Tullaghanogue, Gillstown, Drewstown and Mount Nelson. 

THE G.A.A. 
In 1884 the Gaelic Athletic Association was founded. It was not until 1902 
that a Hurling club called "Fir na Muintir" was founded by Mr. Mc 
Greeney in Athboy. In 1903 the club formed the guard of honour for the 
remains of Fr. O'Growney on the trip to Maynooth. 

In 1917 the clubs name was changed to the O'Growney Hurling Club. 

In 1927 eight Athboy players were on the Meath team which won the All 
Ireland Junior Hurling Championships. These men were - Larry Mitchell 



(Captain), James Finn, John Doherty, Tommy Browne, Tommy Carrigy, 
Jim White, Bob Collins and Martin Doherty. 

A football team was founded in Pluckstown in the 20's. In the early 30s the 
School Team won the Mc Geehan Shield three times. In 1933 Athboy 
donated the O'Growney Cup to the Meath Feis Committee. They did not 
win this cup until 1964 for the first time. 1955 was an important year for 
the club as they won five hurling championships in the one year. 

The Martinstown Club was formed in the early 60s and won junior hurling 
and a junior football titles. The Athboy club won a three in a row Senior 
Hurling Championship in the years 1966, 1967 and 1968. In the final in 
1966 Athboy beat Kilmessan 3-9 to 1-3, in the 1967 final Athboy beat 
Ratoath 1-11 to 1-6. The team that beat Boardsmill 4-7 to 2-8 in 1968 were 
J. Keogh, T. Collins, J. McGovern, M. Doherty, P. Geraghty, P. 
Andrews, P. McElhinney, M. Mullen, T. Carrigy, T. Ennis, J. Doherty, 
S. Speight, E. CasselIs, C. Kelly, N. Ennis, Sub P. Ennis. Scorers in the 
final were E. Cassells (2-3), J. Doherty (1-2), S. Speight (1-0), M. 
Mullen and N. Ennis (0-1) each. 

In 1967 Athboy was represented on the All-Ireland winning Meath team by 
Mick Mellen who wore the No. 12 shirt in the final against Cork. In 1969 
new dressing rooms were opened. In the late seventies Athboy and 
Martinstown joined together. In 1984 Camogie was revived in Athboy. 

Titles Won by the Athboy Club (up till 1984) 

Senior Hurling 1923, 1926, 1928, 1929, 1966, 1967, 1968 

1970, 1972. 

Junior Hurling 1925, 1927, 1942, 1955, A&B 1979 

O'Growney Cup 1964, 1965, 1967, 1968, 1983, 1984 

Under 21 Hurling 1977, 1979, 1981, 1982 

Minor Hurling 1936, 1941, 1951, 1955, 1960, 1980 

Under 16 Hurling 1951, 1954, 1955, 1978, 1982 

Under 14 Hurling 1954, 1955, 1973, 1974, 1977, 1980, 

1981, 1983 
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School Hurling 1931, 1932, 1933, 1936, 1981, 1982 

Under 11 Hurling 	1983 

Intermediate Football 1960, 1979 

Junior Football 1957, 1969, Div 11, 1981 

Under 16 Football 
	

1957 

Under 14 Football 
	

1956 

Feile na nGaz1 
	

1977, 1980, 1981, 1982, 1983 

Harry Dyas 
Harry Dyas held land at Gillstown and Fosterfields and lived at Gillstovvn 
house. He also owned Athboy Lodge (beside the Creamery) where his 
brother resided. A tunnel connected the house with the farm courtyard. 
There is still a long length of this tunnel in existence with a room at the end. 

Harry Dyas was a renowned horse breeder and owner. He set up a replica 
of the Aintree Grand National course in Gillstown and most of this course 
still exists. Gaps in hedges and other features of the famous course can be 
pointed out by local people. Dyas owned the first Meath horse to win the 
Grand National. This horse was called Manifesto and the year was 1897. 
Dyas sold the horse to an Englishman who raced Manifesto to victory for a 
second time in the Grand National. There is a story that one of these races 
took place in the fog and that some cheating went on. 

Whenever Dyas went abroad or left his estate he went around to each 
worker individually and told each to look after the place for him. In this way 
each man spied on the other and all the tales were told when Dyas returned 
home. 

To impress some visitors Dyas shot an egg out of an eggcup which was 
standing on his steward's head at the time. The steward on being asked why 
he stood for this treatment said that he would have been shot at anyway if 
he did not do it. 

Harry Dyas was in the walled garden of Athboy Lodge one day watching 
some men at work. He was puzzled by the behaviour of one of the men. 
This man, who was weeding some vegetables, would do some work then go 
back and bring up his coat to where he stopped. He would then weed some 
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more, stop and go back to retrieve his coat. This was repeated again and 
again. Dyas asked the workman why he was doing this. The man replied 
that he might not get a chance to go back for the coat if Dyas decided to 
give him the sack. 

Harry was going abroad for a while and wanted a heap of cow manure 
turned so that it would rot better. He gave the job to two workmen. The 
workmen ruffled the top of the heap and took a rest. When Harry came back 
he was told the heap had been turned. He grabbed a fork and took out some 
dung. He then put his hand into the hole and pulled out a bottle of whiskey. 
Now, says he, see what you missed by not turning the manure. 

Harry called in each herd and asked him "Are you making money?" When 
the reply was yes, Harry said "You shouldn't be making money, it is I that 
should be making money". 

One of the secret societies decided to murder Harry. There was a well on 
the path that Harry often travelled, which was covered by timber. This 
timber was cut and greatly weakened. The men watched from a hiding place 
as Harry approached the timbers. Harry jumped the well. When he arrived 
home he ordered the timbers replaced, which was done immediately. One of 
the instigators of the plot to murder Dyas, a herd, was walking along the 
path and walked over the timbers of the well. The timbers broke. Harry had 
returned and cut the timber and so got his revenge. The poor herd was half 
drowned when they pulled him from the water. 

No crows would land on the trees in the grounds of Athboy Lodge. It was 
said that the Dyas family would not even let a crow live. When Harry's 
brother, Natty, died at Athboy Lodge, his body was placed in a coffin on the 
hearse. The horses refused to budge and would not carry this oppressor to 
his grave. 

Developing Nationalism 
In the first years of the twentieth century Arthur Griffith, the leader of Sinn 
Fein, held a meeting on the Hill of Ward. Athboy had a Nationalist and 
Parliamentary Fund in 1904. 

On St. Patrick's Day in 1914 two hundred men joined the Irish Volunteers 
at a meeting addressed by Patrick O'Growney, brother of Fr. Eoghan  

O'Growney. There was also corps of Volunteers at Higginstown and 
Rathmore. 

Sinn Fein infiltrated the Volunteers. There was much heated debate when 
the first World War broke out on whether the Volunteers should go and 
fight the Germans or not. 

Four men from the Athboy area took part in the 1916 rising, one of whom 
served in the Citizen army under James Connolly. 

After the rising Sinn Fein became a force to be reckoned with. In May 1917 
Joseph Mc Guinness was elected M.P. in a bye-election in South Longford. 
He was in prison at the time and the election slogan was "put him in to get 
him out". On the night the result was announced a crowd of over two 
hundred people gathered at the R.I.C. station in Athboy shouting slogans 
such as "Up the rebels" and "To hell with the King". Eight men were 
arrested and charged with unlawful assembly. Cumman na mBan was active 
during this time also. 

Thomas Ashe, who led the attack on the R.I.C. at Ashboume in 1916, was a 
chief organisers of Sinn Fein and the I.R.B. He died from pneumonia after 
being force fed while on hunger strike in September 1917. Thirty seven 
volunteers from Oldcastle and Athboy cycled to Dublin to his fimeral. 

Eamon Fleming, an organiser of the Volunteer movement, was arrested in 
March 1918. Arrested in Clonmellon he was brought under guard to 
Athboy. He was held in the R.I.C. station and tried in the nearby court. 
When Fleming was sentenced he was taken to the railway station to be 
taken to jail in Trim. A large crowd gathered to prevent this happening. The 
District Inspector read the Riot Act. One woman ran into a butcher's shop 
to get the cleaver and another woman ran into Kirkpatrick's sawmill to get 
bits of timber to attack the police. One policeman was held over the bridge 
by his legs. Fleming was sentenced to nine months and six Athboy men were 
charged with riotous conduct and assaults on police constables. 

In 1918 Meath was divided up into six Battallions. The Athboy Third 
Battalions was led by Michael Fox. The first act of the War of 
Independence in Meath was an attack on the Ballivor R.I.C. Barracks to 
procure weapons in October 1919. Seamus Finn from Main Street was very 
active in Sinn Fein and the Volunteer movement. His family owned a draper 
shop. The Gaelic League had a branch in Athboy and Irish classes were 



held. There was a group of Black and Tans stationed in Athboy. One was a 
cruel character called Billy the Black and Tan. 

British Soldiers at Athboy 1920 

In the early part of 1920 the stations at Ballivor and Lisclogher were 
abandoned and the R.I.C. retreated to the main towns. These two stations 
were burned on Easter Sunday April 3 rd  1920 to prevent their reuse. 

Lisclogher station, half way between Athboy and Delvin had a garrison of 
two constables and a sergeant. When it was being burnt all the private 
property of the sergeant were put safely outside while the property of the 
Crown went up in smoke. All that remains now is the wall that surrounded 
the Barracks. There are names and dates of R.I.C. men on this wall with the 
oldest date being 1837. The Irish Government later paid £12 for the site of 
this Barracks. 

In December 1921 the Treaty was signed in London. By mid March 1922 
all R.I.C. Barracks in Meath were cleared. The Treaty led to a split in Sinn  

Fein. There was a gunbattle on the 30th  April 1922 at Athboy Barracks 
between the Free State forces and a force of 20 armed Irregulars. After a 
half an hour the attackers retreated without serious casualties on either side. 

In September 1922 an I.R.A force of thirty men led by Michael Price took 
over the National School and attacked the Free Staters in the Police Station. 
Bombs were placed to blow off the steel shutters. One bomb would not go 
off and had to be shot at before it exploded doing no damage. One of the 
garrison was killed in the attack. He died in front of the building while the 
attack was from the side. The attackers later retreated. 

In April 1923 the railway station at Athboy was demolished by a mine set 
by the Irregulars. A cease fire was declared in this war between brothers on 
the 24th  May 1923. 

R.I.C. Barracks converted to Bank 1925 



St. James Cemetery 
The parish had been given land from the Dyas estate in Fosterfields to make 
a cemetery. However this plot was not suitable as it was surrounded by the 
sports field. In 1936 a plot containing 2 acres 1 rood and 20 perches was 
purchased on the Cloran road. This new cemetery was blessed by Fr. 
ConIan on the 12th  of December 1936. 

New Schools 
In 1940 a plot of ground was purchased for a site for a new school for 
Rathmore. The plot slightly over a statute acre cost the parish £40. 

A new National School, Scoil Naisunta O'Growney, was opened in Athboy 
in 1949 to replace St. James' National School. 

A vocational school was opened in Athboy Lodge which continued in use 
until the building of the new vocational school. It was demolished later. The 
school used the garden of the house and included gardening as part of its 
course. 

St. James' National School. 

Rathcairn 1935 - 1985 
In 1935 the Land Commission purchased the townland of Rathcairn which 
amounted to 776 acres. One hundred and eighty eight acres was set aside 
for the herdsmen already on the land. It was proposed to divide 588 acres 
among 27 families giving each a farm averaging 21.5 acres in size. Twenty 
seven families were chosen from the applications for transference from the 
Connemara area of County Galway. 

The average size of the farms the families left was eleven acres. The 
smallest amount owned by any family was five acres and the largest was 
twenty acres. The surrendered land totalled 286 acres. 

Two hundred men were employed to erect houses and out houses. The land 
had been previously given over to grazing. Land that had been previously 
feeding two or three families now fed nearly thirty families. It was estimated 
that 1411 was spent on each holding to make it suitable for each family. 

In April 1935 the first eleven families arrived at Rathcairn. The eleven 
families numbered roughly 100 people. They were welcomed with a concert 
given by the local people from Athboy. The bus carrying the families 
bogged down at the entrance to Rathcairn itself and the people had to walk 
the last part to get to their new homes. Some of the men had already been to 
look over the land before they agreed to the move. One man was quoted as 
saying "Cromwell sent us to Connacht. Now we've come back". The oldest 
person to make the move was a woman of over eighty years from Carraroe. 

Each family was given enough to survive until the first crops started to 
yield. The maximum stock given to a family was three cows, two heifers, 
two sheep, one sow, two bonhams, twenty one fowl, a horse and cart and a 
donkey and cart. Other equipment such as harness, ploughs, barrows, 
scuffler, roller, dairy utensils and ploughing tackles was also provided. 
Shares in a mowing machine, a potato sprayer, a week's supply of groceries 
and a year's supply of turf was given to each family. 

The Land Commission and the Department of Agriculture wanted to 
encourage tillage and so three and a half acres of tillage was set out in each 
holding. Most farmers drifted back to grazing after the end of the second 
World War. 

A National School was built and a site left for a church and a pitch. This 
was used as commonage. 



In 1937 thirteen families moved from Galway to Kilbride, the townland 
adjoining Rathcairn. There were then forty nine families in the Gaeltacht 
area with an average family size of fifteen. One family came from Kerry. 

On September 6th  1967, the Minister for the Gaeltacht, Mr. Padraig 
O'Fachtna announced that Rathcairn was officially recognised as a 
Gaeltacht. 

A branch of Conradh na Gaeilge was set up in the area in the early seventies 
and in 1974 Comharchumman Rathcairn was set up. The aims of this Co-
Op were:- (i) Arus Pobail, tithe, monarchain athogail (Community 
centre, houses and factories to be built) (ii) Saol soisialta agus 
eacnamaiochta na Gaeltachta d'fhorbairt (To improve the economic and 
social conditions of the Gaeltacht area.) (iii) Colaiste Gaeilge a bhunu (To 
start an Irish College) (iv) An Gaeilge a chur chun cinn (To promote the 
Irish language) (v) Tionscail a bhunu (To promote industry) (vi) 
Talmhaiocht d'fheabhsu (To improve farming.) 

In 1976 the Comharchumrnan started weekend and summer courses in the 
Irish language. Mains water was laid on to the houses and a Community 
Centre built. 

In 1977 an Gaeltacht G.F.C. was founded and a pitch laid out. In 1983 the 
team won the Division 3 championship. 

In 1985 the Rathcaim Gaeltacht community celebrated its Golden Jubilee 
with An tUachtaran na hEireann, an Dr O'hlrghile, attending the 
celebrations. A church, the first all Irish speaking Church in Leinster for 
four centuries, was built to serve the community. 

Life In The 40s 
On the outbreak of war in 1939 Local Defence Forces (L.D.F.) were set up 
to combat invasion. There was an L.D.F. unit in this locality. There were 
nightly patrols to prevent the landing of German agents or invasion. One 
German agent landed in Oldcastle and some local members of the L.D.F. 
were sent to escort him to the Curragh internment camp. The L.D.F. were 
also present to capture a Canadian pilot who crash landed at Tullaghanogue 
in August 1941. 

While the World was at war life continued much as usual in Ireland. Sport 
was a popular pastime. There was a junior Gaelic football team in 
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Rathmore and a senior hurling team in Athboy. Handball was played in 
Rathmore. There were two lawn tennis grass courts in the grounds of the 
Vocational School. There was two billiard tables over Cregan's shop in 
Main Street. Badminton was played in the Catholic hall. 

There was a Cinema in St. James's Hall and pictures were shown on 
Sunday, Wednesday and Friday. There was a public library run by the 
County Council and a private library, called Argosy, run by Miss Bennett. 
An active Athboy Dramatic Club produced three or four plays annually and 
also a Christmas pantomime. This tradition for Drama remained strong in 
Athboy throughout the fifties and Macra na Feirme continues this tradition 
to-day. 

There were two sawmills in the town of Athboy. One on the site where the 
ballroom on Connaught Street was later built. The Kirkpatrick sawmills 
was beside the river next to the bridge. Wood from as far away as 
Castlepollard and Oldcastle was dragged on drays by horses. The timber 
was cut and then transported to Dublin on the railway. There were 
blacksmiths at Upper Bridge Street and Chapel Street. There were hoof 
marks in the pavement outside the blacksmiths in Bridge Street. Visitors to 
the town could stay at Cullens Hotel which had six bedrooms or at Cowen's 
Darnley Arms Hotel with four bedrooms. 
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Athboy Post Office (1940) 
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Fair Day 
Athboy fair was held on the last Saturday of each month. Delvin fair was on 
the preceding day - the last Friday of the month so if you did not sell in 
Delvin you came to Athboy the following day. Kildalkey held two fairs in 
the year. The October fair in Athboy was usually the biggest fair of the year 
in the town. 

There was a different standing point for each type of stock - the heavy cattle 
and cows were sold on the green, the pigs were on the street from Lower 
Bridge Street up to the back lane, the sheep and weanlings were up in the 
centre of the town. Athboy was a very poor sheep fair. There was a big fair 
in Kells for sheep on the 16th  of October. The fairs started early. Some 
started at 7 o'clock so if you were taking cattle to the fair you had to be up 
in the middle of the night in time to drive the cattle to the fair. The fairs 
continued until late. The cattle were moved in large lots by drovers or else 
were transported by train. In the thirties a bullock sold for £12 and a cow 
and calf for £10 10s Od. 

The wide street in Athboy could accommodate large numbers of stock. Hay 
was kept by some dealers in the Church Lane beside the Alms houses to 
feed the stock they had purchased. 

A market was held weekly on a Thursday in the old market house. A 
weigher weighed grain, potatoes and vegetables. The outside walls of the 
market house was festooned with posters giving details of upcoming events. 

The Athboy fair faded out in the late 50s. 

Convent Of Mercy 
The old schools of Athboy were sold to the Sisters of Mercy, Trim, and a 
secondary school opened there. The nuns took up residence in the upper part 
of the school. They later purchased Frankville House from Mrs. Pratt. A 
new secondary school was erected in the grounds of the house and in 
September 1961 Most Rev. J. Kyne D.D., Bishop of Meath, blessed the 
new school. 

Treasure Found In Drissoge 
In March 1953 a hoard of gold jewellery was found by Martin and Michael 
Coffey in a twenty acre arable field in Drissoge. The find came to light 
during ploughing. It was the first time that the land had been ploughed by 
tractor and so the ploughing was deeper than horse ploughing. 

The hoard consisted of three bracelets and a dress-pin (or broach) and was 
tentatively dated as from the late Bronze Age, 650 to 250 B.C. The 
jewellery was probably buried for safe keeping. The site of the find was 
only 2 miles east of the Hill of Ward or ancient Tlachtga so it is not 
improbable that some inhabitant of the fort on the hill to have hidden these 
objects during a raid on Tlachtga. Drissoge means the place of the briers or 
brambles so it was a wild and uncultivated place - an ideal hiding place. 
The hoard was deposited in the National Museum of Ireland. 

Church Lane 



Main Street (1950) 

Athboy Co-Op Creamery 
Athboy Co-Operative Creamery Limited was registered as a co-operative 

society on the 26th  of February 1957. It is situated in the old walled garden 
of Athboy lodge. The committee at foundation were John Miggin, Austin 
Marry, Andrew Cullen, Brendan Lynch, John Bligh, G.H. O'Doherty and 
Michael Cunniffe. The late Owen Collins was secretary for over twenty 

years. 

Athboy Co-Op collects milk from areas as far away as Termonfeckin and 
Edenderry. Milk is pasteurised, bottled or cartoned and sold as far away as 
Clara Co. Offaly. In recent years the Co-Op has broken into the Dublin 
market. Some milk is also sold to Virginia Milk Products. 

Athboy Macra na Feirme 
The Athboy branch of Macra na Feirme was founded on the 5th  October 
1961. The first meeting was held in the Vocational School, Kells Road. 
Tom Kerrigan was elected chairman, Patricia Wright as Secretary and 
James Martin as Treasurer. 

The Athboy club have won many competitions over the years and are 
particularly well known for their variety concerts. 

In 1968 the Athboy club purchased the old disused courthouse from Meath 
County Council. A lot of work had to be done to it. In 1972 seven Anco 
trainees were employed for 6 months. On the 15th  July 1978 the President of 
Macra na Feirme, Mr Seamus Ryan, officially opened the new hall. Athboy 
Macra is one of the few clubs with their own hall. 

In October 1982 a dinner was held to celebrate the 21' anniversary of the 
club. There were over 340 members of the club in the previous 21 years. 

Church Events 1960 - 1984 
Very Rev. Michael Conlan P.P. died in 1961 aged 91 years and was buried 
in St. James Cemetery. Rev. Ernest Dempsey P.P. Dysart was appointed 
P.P. of Athboy on the 13th  August 1961. Fr. Dempsey was born in 
Kingscourt on the 17th  August 1896 and had served as a Reader in 
Oldcastle and Ballynabrackey before becoming curate at Eglish, Athboy 
and Trim. He was then appointed parish priest of Dysart. He served his 
curacy in Athboy during the years 1930 to '35. 

In 1968 Frayne School was closed as there was only 15 children on the 
Rolls. On the same day 1' July 1968 Athboy boys and girls schools were 
amalgamated. 

On the 1se  February 1981 V. Rev. Ernest Dempsey became Pastor Emeritus 
of Athboy, dying later that year and was replaced as Parish Priest by Rev. 
Joseph P. Kelly. 

In June 1981 the Corpus Christ procession was revived after a lapse of over 
30 years. In 1981 the Athboy Church was renovated and re-decorated and 
on March 26 1982 electronic bells were installed. On the 26th  November 
1983 the Saturday Vigil Mass was commenced. 



The Big Houses 
Athboy parish has many large houses which were the seats of the principal 
gentlemen in former times. 

The principal houses and their occupants in 1837 were:- 

Athboy Lodge 
	 Mr. J. Noble Esq. 

Maryville 
	 Dr. Adams Esq. 

Dawson's Court 
	

Mr. H. Biddulph Warner Esq. 

Frankville 
	 Mr. F. Walsh Esq. 

Ballyfallon House 
	 Mr. J. Martley Esq. 

Hill of Ward House 
	Mr. T. Tottenham Alley Esq. 

Derlangan House 
	 Mr. Tew Esq. 

Gretmanstown House 
	Mr. P. Bamewell Esq. 

Causestown House 
	 Mr. G. Thunder Esq. 

Mitchelstown House 
	Mr. Francis Hopkins Esq. 

Frayne House 
	 Mr. William Hopkins Esq. 

Ballyboy House (iathmore) 
	

Mr. Gannon. 

Other large houses in the area are Balrath House, Ballyboy House, 
Woodtown House, Clonymore House, Clifton Lodge, Rathvale House and 
Castletown House. 

Athboy Lodge, a two storied house with a basement, was situated near the 
town of Athboy. In the grounds was a summer house built from the stones 
from the old church at the bottom of the Hill of Ward. The courtyard of the 
house still stands and contain some examples of expert stone masoning. The 
walled garden of Athboy Lodge now houses the Creamery. 

Maryville in Fosterfields appears to have been the doctor's residence. In 
1837 Dr. Adams inhabited the house and in 1848 Dr. Nolan resided there. 

Danescourt house has had several names in its time depending on the feeling 
of the occupiers - Dunstan's court, Dawson's court, Danes court. 

Frankville is a two storied house with a basement and is now occupied by 
the Sisters of Mercy. For a period it was occupied by the agent of Lord 
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Darnley, first the Penrose family and then the Coghills. Claude Plunkett 
Coghill was the last agent. 

Ballyfallon house seems to have had a good turnover of tenants. In 1836 the 
tenant was Major Harrison, in 1837 J. Martley and in 1848 Abram Colles. 

The Hill of Ward House was the home of the Alley family in the last 
century and the first half of this century. There was a weeks threshing in its 
yards in the forties. 

The house at Grennanstown contained 24 rooms and it was demolished in 
the 60s and the stones were used to surface a road to the new homesteads on 
the estate. 

Causetown House was the residence of the Dowdall family for the 
eighteenth and nineteenth centuries. It was accidentally burnt and the stone 
shell later demolished in this century. 

Frayne House was supposed to have been built by King James II who 
received a grant of 50 acres in Frayne townland in the mid 1600s. In 1770 
the house was occupied by Mr. Taylor and in 1814 by Harman Monford 
Esq. A branch of the Hopkins family rented the house from the Chapmans. 
The head of the Chapman family in 1848 was Sir Benjamin T. Chapman 
Bart. 

Mitchelstown House was occupied by another branch of the Hopkins family 
and is now owned by the Dunne family of Dunnes Stores. 

Mr. Gannon who resided at Ballyboy House, Rathmore, was a major 
benefactor of the Roman Catholic Church. He donated bells to the Athboy 
church in 1810 and then built the church at Ratlunore. 

Clifton Lodge was the residence of the Earl of Darnley and his agents. 
When the Earl arrived back from his travels abroad his tenants would 
unhook the horses and pull the coach up the drive-way to the house. 

Woodtown House was the home of Sean Hogan for a while. This Sean 
Hogan was rescued from the clutches of the "Law" at the station on 
Knocklong from the Dublin train during the War of Independence. 

Rathvale is an 18th  century cutstone house and is a renowned stud farm. 
This was the property of the Walker family. Gerald Walker bred two Grand 
National winners - Leinster and Sergeant Murphy. The latter was named 
after the R.I.C. sergeant in Athboy who saw him foaled. Reggie Walker ran 
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a stud farm and racehorse training establishment here until 1959 when he 
sold it to Mr. Clem Magnier. Probably the most famous horse associated 
with the farm was Royal Danieli which Reggie Walker rode to victory in the 
Grand National. Other horses associated with the stables are Albergo, Just 
a Game, Double Wrapped, Pianissimo, Welsh Garden and Welsh Captain. 
Mr. Walker was strict in his religious observance and did not like his 
workmen working on a Sunday. He used to feed his cattle Saturday night so 
the workers would not have to come in on Sunday. 

St. James Church Of Ireland Church 
This church stands on part of the grounds of the medieval Carmelite 
Monastery and is the site of the original Norman church. The tower is a 
remnant of this Norman church and is used as a belfry for the church. There 
was a plan drawn for a steeple but it was never built. 

When Athboy church was being reconstructed the west window from the 
ruined Rathmore church was erected as the east window. The east window 
from Rathmore was also removed to be re-erected in St. James' church. 
The Earl of Darnley returned from abroad and was angered by the 
destruction of Rathmore. He ordered the replacement of the east window but 
allowed St. James' to keep the west window of Rathmore as it had already 
been erected in Athboy. 

In 1982 a major restoration of the church of Athboy was undertaken and a 
new church hall was constructed within the church itself. 

The font appears to be of medieval origin and it is octagonal in shape with a 
circular basin. There is a central drain which allowed the water to run to 
ground untouched or spoiled by human hands. This drain has been filled 
with metal. Originally the water used for baptism was kept for a year and 
the font was covered over when not in use. 

On the tower is a sculpture of a man's head with a large open mouth. This 
is on the north side of the tower - the devil's side. The devil hated noise and 
so this head with its mouth open was to frighten away the devil. There is 
also a stone head on the east wall over the east window. 

At the base of the tower on the southern side stood an altar tomb of a knight 
and his lady. This tomb was intended to stand in the chancel of the church 
so it must have been moved or else the church moved. The tomb was moved  

inside the building in 1995. It dates from the 15th  or early 16th  century and 
commemorates a Cusack or Cruise. The knight is in full chain mail grasping 
his sword with his right hand and the scabbard in his left. The lady has her 
hands joined and her head-dress is peaked and her feet rest on a dog. There 
are two slabs on the side of the tomb - one representing St. Michael and the 
Crucifixion and the other the Resurrection. This tomb has suffered the 
effects of the weather and age. 

Old Walls Of Athboy Town 
The remains of these are at the back of the church. One bastion remains and 
the deep narrow fosse exists. Work on their preservation commenced in 
1995. 

St. James' Roman Catholic Church 
This church was completed in 1843. There are two external carvings set in 
the west wall about 20 feet above the ground. The two carvings represent 
two views of the crucifixion. 



Old Darnley Lodge Hotel 
This building was an old coaching inn known previously as the Darnley 
Arms Hotel and the Kirwan Arms. Part of the building was used as a rent 
office for the landlord. The building was completely renovated in 1994/5. 

McElhinneys 
McElhinneys ladies shop is situated on the site of the Alms houses. Mrs. 
McElhilmey commenced trading in a nearby building in 1936. 
McElhinney's Bridal Shop operates from the old Market house. 

St. James' Well 
This well is situated in a field, near the old Rectory, alongside the Kildalkey 
road. It is said to have sprung up during the plague of 1575. The water is of 
a spa nature and rich in minerals. All who drank from this holy well 
recovered from the plague. It was believed that the water from the well was 
a cure for stomach trouble and many people collected water from it on the 
feast day of St. James and kept the water for the rest of the year. 

The Cow Park 
This was originally part of the Dyas Estate and was acquired by the Land 
Commission. It was for the use of the townspeople. In the forties and fifties 
nearly all the townspeople had cows on it. The cost for a cow and calf was 

1 for the year. 

The cowpark contains 35 acres and include the County Council yard. The 
cowpark is administrated by a board of Trustees Who are appointed by the 
Minister for Agriculture under the Land Acts. There are now three trustees. 

The Fair Green 
The Fair Green was given into the hands of local trustees by the Earl of 
Darnley in 1905. There are eighteen trustees and they control the six acres 
known as the Athboy fair green and pound. The trustees normally meet once 
a year to pass the accounts. The green is let out to local farmers and to 
travelling circuses. 

The original minute book is still in use. Expenses in 1983 were £191. In 
1985 Anco trainees repointed and rebuilt the walls surrounding the green. 
The trustees paid the cost of the materials and also the social welfare 
contributions of the trainees. 

Athboy Library 
A new library was opened in 1985. This is situated in the old gate lodge of 
the Church of Ireland church and an extension onto it. This is an interesting 
building and the new blends well with the old. The new building is 
hexagonal in shape. It has a stock of over 6,000 books. Previously the 
library was located in St. James's Hall and before that in the Vocational 
School. 

Tlachtga 
"It was there the Fire of Tlachtga was instituted, at which it was custom to 

assemble and bring together the druids of Ireland on the eve of Samhain to 
offer sacrifices to all the gods" Keating's History of Ireland. The 
earthworks on the Hill of Ward have suffered much disturbances in their 
long history and are now a national monument. 

Water from the Well of Tlachtga mixed with other ingredients were used in 
making a potion to give the High King immunity from danger. There are 
two wells on the lower slopes of the Hill of Ward - one near the town and 
the other on the back road to Mitchlestown from the top of the Hill of Ward. 
The likely Well of Tlachtga is the well near the town as it is on the old road 
from the Yellow Ford to the top of the Hill. 

Windmill 
There is the remnant of a tower about 20 feet high on the summit of the Hill 
of Ward. This is the remains of a windmill, the Hill of Ward being the 
highest point in the area it is a logical site for a windmill. The Hill of Ward 
is 390 feet above sea level and there is not a higher point within seven miles.' 
Only one portion of the wall now remains and a tree grows out of the centre 
of the tower. 



Hill Of Ward Church 
This church has various names - Member, Remembrance Church, Teampall 
Cuimhne or Kilcuimhne. It stands on the south eastern slope of the Hill of 
Ward. All that stands at the moment is the west gable of the church. There 
is a small window and above what appears to be a small belfry. It is about 
20 ft. high. The remains of the church measure 54 ft. by 17 ft. The church 
stands in a graveyard about 150 yards from the road. The yew trees that 
grow in the graveyard can be clearly seen from the road. 

Frayne Castle 
Three of the walls of the tower are broken down to the level of the first 
floor. The remaining wall is about 40 ft. high. The tower was 27 feet square 
and up till recent times there was evidence of the foundations of a building 
36 feet by 90 feet. On the last remaining walls is the remains of a spiral 

staircase. 

The castle is supposed to be haunted by the Pook of Frayne but then every 
locality has its ghost or ghost story. A well beside the National School was 
supposed to be a good source of mineral water which was used as a tonic. 
The name Frayne has also been translated as the place of the Freyachains, a 
wild fruit like a raspberry. 

Castletown Castle 
This Norman Castle is recorded as "ruinated" in the Civil Survey 1654 - 
1656. It is situated on the Frayne road just off the road at Castletown 

Bridge. 

Causetown Castle 
This Anglo-Norman castle is situated beside the Athboy/Delvin road near 
Lisclogher cross-roads. The castle takes the form of a square keep with two 
circular towers at opposite corners. Only one tower remains and rises 40 
feet from ground level. All the rest has been broken down to the level of the 
first floor. As in all Norman buildings the ground floor chamber is roofed 
by barrel vaulting. It is supposed to be situated in a celtic fort and a short 
distance away is a stone thought to be a chieftain's stone. 

Opposite the castle and a distance away from the road stood Kilaloss 
graveyard. This round fortlike place was used as a burial place for 
unbaptised infants. Now nothing remains but the field is called Kilaloss 
field. 

Kilkeelan 
The townland's name has been translated as Keelan's church and another 
version is the land of the churches. The story is that there was a small 
monastery here at a small hillock. There is another story that this hillock is 
where the dead were buried after the Battle of the Yellow Ford in 1022. 

Rathmore Church 
The church of Rathmore is dedicated to St. Lawrence the Deacon, who was 
martyred at Rome 261 A.D. by being broiled to death on a grid iron. 

The church was built in the mid 15th  century. The ruin consists of a nave 
and Chancel. The choir arch stands 38 feet high at the east end. 

In the sacristy is an effigial 15th  century tomb. It has been reconstructed by 
being set in cement. The figure of the knight in full armour with his feet on 
a dog is fairly complete. There are only a few fragments of the other figure 
surviving. Only a small fragment of the cross and base remain and stand 
outside the north side of the church. 

The shaft of the font has various figures portrayed on it - the baptism in 
Jordan, St. Thomas the Apostle, an Archbishop, Christ "showing the Five 
Wounds, SS Peter and Paul, an Abbess and a Bishop. This font was for 
many years kept in the new Rathmore church but was brought back with the 
consent of the Bishop and erected in the west end of the mined church. 

The belfry tower, at the south west corner of the nave, is 13 foot square and 
40 feet high. The porch on the north of the church has a stone 
commemorating its builder, Sir Christopher Plunkett. 



In:trip/Von - - - - - 

Rathmore Castle 
The Castle is situated between the church and the road to the north of the 
ruins. Only the old square keep remains. The castle was badly damaged in a 
fire in 1676 when the Bligh family were in residence. This castle is of the 
Anglo-Norman tower house type with the-ground floor being barrel vaulted. 
The first storey can be reached via.a door from a high mound against the 
south wall. There appears to have been a much more extensive castle and 
defences in Norman times. 

St. Lawrence's Well 
This well is situated on the edge of a strip of wood east of the old ruined 
church of Rathmore. A pattern day was held at Rathmore handball alley 
each 15th  of August up till the 1940s. There was open air dancing and a 
sports day. 

St. Lawrences's Stone 
This stone is situated in the corner of a field about 100 yards off the Athboy 
- Kells road about 100 yards from the Navan turn-off. According to one 
story it was here that St. Lawrence O'Toole prayed for the success of Rory 
O'Connor's efforts to unite his people by holding a convention on the Hill 
of Ward in 1167. Marks on the stone are said to be left by St. Lawrence 
O'Toole's arms as he leaned against the stone in prayer. The stone is 
supposed to mark the junction of the old parishes of Athboy and Rathmore. 
It is said to have been a cure for people with pains in the back. The sufferer 
lay on the stone and said prayers for relief. Another story is that it is the 
chieftain's stone from Rathmore fort and used for performing marriages in 
pre-Christian times. 

Effigy Tomb Rathmore 
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Rathntore Cross 

St. Lawrence with a grid iron, a bishop, an abbess and vine leaves. 

Men, 	 4 „ 
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