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I. HILL OF LLOYD 

The hill of Lloyd is situated a half of a mile North 

West of the Town of Kells. 

The Hill is 428 ft. above sea level and affords an extended 

view in all directions. The Four Masters refer to it as 

Mullach Aidi 	Hill) but John O'Donovan wrote in one 

of his letters that the local people in his day called it 

the hill of Laidi but quotes "A D 1168 the fair of 

Tailtenn was celebrated by Roderick King of Ireland and 

by those of Leath Chuinn on that occasion and they 

quartered their horses from Mullach Aide to Mullach 

Tailten", which shows that Aidi was likely correct. 

This hill is said to have had several prehistoric sites 

on its 509 acres and 4 are shown on the 1910 revision of 

the Ordnance Survey Map of 1830; but the present owners 

(Kells Corporation) seem to own nothing but first class 

grazing land. Old accounts speaking of the hill mention 

a souterrain, 3 cist burials, a stone circle and 2 cairns 

in this area. 



2.THE COMMONS OF LLOYD 

The Commons of Lloyd belongs to the people of Kells. It 

is administered by Kells Urban District Council. 

The original charter to the Corporation of Kells dates 

from the late 12th century. The town has granted charters 

subsequently by Richard I, Richard II, Henry VI and Edward IV. 

The Reports from the Commissioners on Municipal Corporations 

in Ireland in 1832 contain the following details: 

The corporation are possessed of landed Property, which was 

stated to have been granted by the charters. The officers 

were unable to refer to any grant of lands but that of the 

three acres to each burgage contained in the charter of 

Walter De Lacy. 

The corporate Lands lie to the west of the town, and within 

the limits of the borough; they are called in the county 

book "the Commons of Loyd" and according to the Down 

survey, contain 305A. Or. 12p., and by a recent aurvsty 

312 acres. There are also delineated on the map of the 

Down Survey of the parish of Kells, the "White Commons 

of Kells", there mentioned to contain 37A.1R.12p. profitable; 

but these I have not traced into the possession of the 

corporation. 

It was stated that a denomination called "Shenies", 

containing upwards of 90 acres, and now in the possession 

of Lord Headfort, formerly belonged to these commons. 

Shenies was purchased by an ancestor of Lord Headfort, from 

a family of the name of Woodward. It was alleged that this 

denomination was taken from Cromwell from the corporation 

and granted to the Woodward family. 
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The 312 acres in the possession of the corporation are 

divided into six fields and thus used. The fields are 

broken up in rotation one at a time, and tilled during 

four years. Before the field is broken the members of 

the corporation repair to it, with a surveyor, and it 

is marked out in equal lots, according to the existing 

number of resident members of the body. Each resident 

freeman gets one lot, each portreeve and burgess two lots, 

and the deputy sovereign five lots. A portion of the 

field (generally five or six acres) is set apart for 

letting, and the rent obtained for it is applied to pay 

the tithes and taxes of the entire. The members hold their 

lots in severalty for four years and cultivate them as they 

please; and at the expiration of the fourth year the field 

is laid down with grass and a new one is broken, when a 

similar process of partition takes place. The other five 

fields are in the interim in pasture, and the right of 

depasturing them is enjoyed by the members of the 

corporation, in the same'proportions as they hold the 

arable land; that is to say, the deputy sovereign grazes 

five heads of cattle (called "bolls") for every two grazed 

by the portreeves and burgesses, and for every one grazed 

by the freemen; with this addition, however, that the 

widow of a burgess enjoys a right of grazing to the same 

extent as a freeman, and the widow of a freeman to half 

that extent. The widows do not obtain any portions of the 

field in tillage. 
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3. TOWER OF LLOYD 

A notable tower, 100 feet high, round, undressed stone 

and beautifully proportioned, belted inconspicuously into 

halves. It has two lines of windows going up; pointed, 

rectangular inscriptions, pointed, rectangular and round. 

The top is a remarkable one for its date, a massive 

torus supported on corbels with a railing round an 

octagonal lantern with a cage for the view and a lid on 

top. Only the lantern suggests the eighteenth century 

at all; from a distance one says 1850. 

The column is round and divided into halves by a circular 

beass„ of stone, and has a massive top supported on corbels 

with an octagonal lantern and cage above it for viewing. 

Conwell says that there are 202 steps in the circular 

staircase. The east and west sides have a line from 

bottom to top of variously shaped windows mostly of the 

geometrical type. Each of these lines of windows have a 

shield, an inscription and a door some 10ft from the 

ground but now blocked up. The door on the east side has 

stone steps leading up to it as if this entrance was the 

real one and the west entrance a fake; but unfortunately 

these steps have recently been vandalised. The heraldic 

shield on the west side is a blank one but that on the 

east side which looks directly down on the Headfort Castle 

and Estate has the Taylor crest and coat of arms finely 

carved on it. 

The inscription on west side... 

This Tower was designed by 
Henry Baker Esqr Architect 

was executed by 
Mr. Joseph Beck Stone Cutter 
Mr. Owen McCabe Head Mason 
Mr. Bartle Reilly Overseer 

AMMO 1791 
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Inscription on east side... 

This Pillar was erected by 
Earl Bective in memory of his Father 
The Right Honourable Sir Thos Taylor Bart 

ANNO 1791 

Some say the Tower was built to create employment during 

a famine in 1790. Others say that it was an attempt 

by the Taylor's to acquire the Commons of Kells. 

The Kells Enterprise Group have restored the Tower and 

built a children's playground in the nearby land. 
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4. LLOYD GRAVEYARD 

The Board of Guardians Minutebooks for 29th January, 1848 

contains the following statement: 

"Mr. Radcliff gave Notice that on this day week he will 

call the attention of the Board to the subject of the 

interment of paupers as many of the inhabitants of Kells 

who live near the Church Yard complain that the graves 

are not made sufficiently deep and that the coffins are 

not sufficiently covered to prevent effluvia or infection 

and that the Church Yard is too limited in extent to 

admit of many more graves for that purpose and that there 

ought to be a part of the Workhouse ground or some other 

provided for this purpose." 

Kells Workhouse built in the early 1840 for the relief of 

the Poor held 339 inmates in May 1845. By December 1846 

that number had grown to 729 and it reached 846 inmates 

in March 1847. 

The diseased potato crop resulted in more and more small 

farmers being forced to seek help at the Workhouse. In 

June 1848 over 1,300 people were depending on the Workhouse 

The potato crop failed again in 1849 and over 2,000 people 

were dependant of the Poor Relief in June of that year. 

So a system set up to cope with 600 inmates was coping 

with three times that number. Diseases and infections 

such as cholera raged in the over crowded conditions. 

The Board of Guardians Minutes contain the following 

information: 

"14th July, 1849 

Resolved — That in consequence of the mortality at present 



prevailing in the Workhouse that a horse and cart be employed 

for the purpose of conveying the remains of the paupers to 

their respective Churchyards at the sum of two shillings 

and sixpence per day. Passed. 

Resolved - That the Master be ordered to appoint a person 

to see that each pauper's remains be interred 5 feet deep. 

Passed. 

Resolved - That Thomas Connell be appointed to see the 

above carried into effect. Passed. 

16th February, 1850 

Resolved - That the Board of Guardians accept with gratitude 

and thanks the offer of a piece of Ground for a Burial Ground 

by the Kells Commissioners, so far as it is in their power 

to do so; and will be ready to carry out the intentions 

of the Commissioners by employing the labour of the paupers 

in doing so. Passed. 

Resolved - That we the Commissioners of the Borough of Kells 

under 9th Geo. 4th. Cap. 82, do agree to appropriate a portion 

of the lands of Loyd for the purpose and use of a Burial 

Ground on the following conditions, viz. - 

1st. The Poor Law Guardians to make or cause to be made a 

Lane or Passage from the Dead House at the rere of the Work-

house to the road leading to Loyd, so as to prevent the 

corpses dying of Fever or Cholera (intended for internment) 

to be paraded around to the front of the Workhouse, to the 

danger of the Inmates and Guardians, or through the Town 

which would affright and endanger the Inhabitants. 

2ndly. To enclose and fence in the intended Burial Ground 

and plant a portion of it with Young Trees so as to make it 

sheltry and ornamental: to be executed to the satisfaction 
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of the aforesaid Borough Commissioners. 

3rdly. To make a proper Lane or Avenue from the Main Road 

to such Burial Ground and put up proper fences and Gates 

on such avenue, also to be executed to the satisfaction of 

the aforesaid Borough Commissioners. 

17th May, 1851 

I am directed by the Chairman of the Town Commissioners, to 

state for the information of the Board of Guardians of the 

Kells Union, that the piece of ground intended for the 

Cemetery at Loyd will be laid out on any day that they the 

Guardians may appoint. The Commissioners expect that all 

interments made at Loyd will be conveyed along the Drumbarrow 

road and by Crosbies' House into the field in which the 

Burial Ground will be enclosed - Patrick Smith, Clerk to the 

Commissioners. 

24th May, 1851 

The Master reported that the new Burial Ground in Loyd had 

been marked out by the Paupers during the week. He requested 

to be instructed as to the sort of Fence to be made around 

the Cemetery. Ordered - That the Paupers make a ditch set 

with thorn quicks around the ground. 

6th March, 1852 

Moved and seconded - That John Johnston and Edward Somers 

be allowed six pence per perch extra for the ,Ditch around 

the Church Yard at Loyd; as nearly the entire Ditch turned 

out to be a Quarry, contrary to expectations. Passed." 

Dr. Beryl Moore a local historian visited the graveyard in 

1977 and recorded her impressions: - 
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"LLOYD GRAVEYARD... .On the top of the hill to the north-west 

and less than 100 ft from the obelisk. A large Celtic Cross 

is immediately inside the entrance gate with the following 

inscription "ERECTED TO THE MEMORY OF THE POOR INTERRED 

HERE DURING THE OPERATION OF THE ENGLISH POOR LAW SYSTEM 

1838-1921" R.I.P. at bottom. Some of the graves of these 

poor people who died in the Kells Poorhouse (Workhouse) have 

marker stones at their heads. One grave has a small thin 

piece of stone about a foot square lying on top of it with 

some carving and inscription but unfortunately it seems to 

have been broken recently into 2 pieces and one quarter is 

missing. On the right side is a cross on 2 steps and under-

neath "THOMAS BRADY DIED JANUARY AGE 14 1881 A.D." I 

remember seeing R.I.P. at the bottom but the small stone 

is now broken so that it can no longer be seen." 

44 ' 

4 
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5. LOCAL MEMORIES 

In 1977 Mary Fitzsimons recorded the local history of 

Kells. She writes "There was a graveyard on the Hill of 

Loyd connected with the Workhouse and I remember being 

very moved by coming on it unawares about 26 years ago. 

At that time it was overgrown and neglected and it looked 

so lonely and pathetic. I found just one headstone, a 

small rough unhewen stone more than half hidden in the 

moss and grass. But with some difficulty I was able to 

make out a name (Patrick Brady) scratched on it. 

Dr. Canton who is an old Kells resident told me that he 

remembered The Big Wind Storm of 1901 and that at that 

time the Hill of Loyd was densely wooded but on the 

morning after the big blow the trees were levelled completly 

and he also told me that he was then a schoolboy and saw 

a steamroller turned upside down in Bective St. on the 

morning after the storm on his way to school. He also told 

me that the spire of Loyd is a folly built by the Tayleour 

family of Headfort with cheap labour and its only historic 

significance is that there is a plaque somewhere stating 

that it was finished in 1789 the year that The French 

Revolution was at its height. 

There used to be a point to point races held in a field along 

the River Blackwater near Loyd bridge and it was known as 

Loyd Races. I remember when I was a child, more than 50 years 

ago, there was a herd on a neighbouring farm named Nicholas 

Murtagh and he used to go every year to Loyd Races. It was 

about 13 miles away a substantial journey in those days 

and his mode of travelling was, He would go to Oldcastle 

in a donkey cart then go up on the G.N.R. train to Kells. 

It seemed to be always sunny and warm on that day, and 



the tales he brought back to us children were filled with 

wonder. The races was revived for a few years in 1961. 

I went to them. But there was no magic and not much sunshine 

either, and no luck at all on the gee gees. 

4 
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Life in Dunshaughlin Workhouse 
Oliver Coogan 

The Dunshaughlin workhouse was 
originally built to accommodate 400 
paupers and over the first ten years the 
numbers seldom fell below 200. In 
charge of the day-to-day administration 
of the house were the Master and the 
Matron. The first to hold these posi-
tions were a married couple, Mr. and 
Mrs. Ball, and their joint salary was 
£65 per annum. At the same time, a 
Porter was employed at an annual 
salary of £18. Throughout 1841 and 
1842 further appointments were made 
and as we examine these we can see 
how it was intended to cater for all the 
needs of the inmates within the House. 
They were: medical officer 

schoolmistress 
catholic chaplain 
protestant chaplain 
schoolmaster 
cook 
nurse 

Salaries remained relatively static in 
these days and the records for 1846 
show them to be exactly the same as 
at the time of appointment (1841-2). 
Later the duties and work of some of 
the above-mentioned will be examined. 

Building the Workhouse 
The first subcommittee established by 
the Board was the Workhouse Inspection 
Committee of which Lord Dunsany 
was Chairman. It was composed of six 
Guardians in all. Its function was to 
ensure that satisfactory progress was 
made on the building of the poorhouse. 
They made several complaints about the 
quality of the materials in use and the 
slowness in completing the job and in 
April 1841 the Board of Guardians 
resolved unanimously that 'the Poor 
Law Commissioners ... take instant pro-
ceedings against the said contractor to 
enforce the speedy completion of the 
workhouse.' 

Things seem to have speeded up 
dramatically after that admonishment 
because in the following month (May, 
1841) the Board held its first meeting  

in the Workhouse Boardroom and 
shortly afterwards the first paupers, 
'two destitute persons, a man and a 
woman,' were admitted. 

By the end of the same year arrange-
ments had been made for the insurance 
of the House and the agreement gives 
us an idea of the various parts of the 
building: £350 on extreme building 
and furniture therein, £1700 on main 
building and its furniture, £300 on 
infirmary and furniture, £350 on kitchen 
and furniture therein, £300 on chapel 
and its furniture; total cost £3,000. 

NUMBER OF INMATES 
The high cost of insuring the workhouse 
was undoubtedly due to the fact that 
there was a great multitude living within 
a confined area. The capacity of the 
House varied greatly over the first ten 
years as extensions were built and new 
premises acquired during the time of 
the Famine. 

As stated the poorhouse was ori-
ginally built to accommodate 400 
paupers. This seems to have been ade-
quate until late 1846 (the second year 
of the Famine) when concern was first 
expressed at a Board meeting about 
overcrowding. Shortly afterwards, a 
letter from the Poor Law Commissioners 
suggested to the Board the need for 'an 
additional workhouse or an extension 
to the present one.' Thus in March 
1847 the stables of a Sir William Dillon, 
Bart of Lismullen were rented as extra 
accommodation for paupers, bringing 
the capacity to 497. 

To combat the disease of the Famine 
years the Board next proposed to build 
a fever hospital on a site of two acres of 
land (owned by the Earl of Fingall) 
adjoining the Workhouse. This accom-
modated an extra 60 and by the end of 
1847 what were termed as 'fever sheds' 
were built to cater for a further 100. 

By the end of the decade even more 
space had been made available and the 
Minute Books for these years divide the 
space accordingly: Workhouse 400, 
Temporary Buildings 40, Permanent  

Fever Hospital 200, Fever Sheds 166 
This gives a total of 806, which is ove 
twice the number of inmates original 
envisaged more than ten years before. 

There are no figures available for du 
number of inmates between 1841 ant: 
1846. After that weekly 'records begail 
to be kept. The paupers were divided 
into various categories for the purpose 
of keeping these records; the number of 
males over 15 years, the number of 
females over 15, girls under 15, boys 
under 15 and children under 2. Account 
was also kept of deaths and births and 
the number of paupers sick in any one 
week. 

To summarise these figures briefly 
it can be said that between 1847 and 
1850 the total numbers fluctuated 
between 400 and 800. During these 
years also the percentage of those under 
the age of 15 (i.e. those who were not 
regarded as able-bodied) varied from 
50% to 60%. 

GETTING IN 
How did all these paupers get into the 
House? Any person seeking relief was 
subject to a means test and required 
to give up any land they may have 
owned as a precondition of entry. 
After that, apparently, the formality 
was for a 'ticket' to be signed by three 
rate-payers and a Parish Warden; this 
latter position seems to have been an 
honorary one and all such wardens 
were appointed by the Board of 
Guardians; this 'ticket' was then pre-
sented at the House by the prospective 
pauper. 

In February of 1843 a number of 
Guardians objected to this system 
because it took a certain amount of 
power from the Board, but there is no 
record of its being changed at any time. 

LIFE IN THE WORKHOUSE 
What of the actual living conditions 
of the paupers? The popular notion 
of the workhouse is that of a grim 
institution whose inhabitants had a 
harsh, spartan life-style. The records 



The day pined in the workhouse 
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for the most part bear this out but 
some modifications may be made. 

CLOTHING 
As early as November of 1840 a Com-
mittee was appointed to inspect samples 
of workhouse clothing. After advertis-
ing for tenders the following were 
accepted (prices in old money): sheets 
(2/10), bed ticks (4/2), mens' shirts 
(2/1), women's shirts (1/8), men's 
trousers (3/10), boys suits (7/9), petti-
coats (1/10), men's caps (0/414), frocks 
for girls (2/3). Waistcoats were made 
available 'for aged and infirm paupers'. 
Shoes were also purchased. So, all in 
all, the inmates were well clothed by 
day and night. 

FOOD 
The earliest reference to the diet of the 
paupers was that they be led on bread 
and milk until meal and potatoes are 
procured — that the adults get two 
meals a day — one pound of bread 
and one pint of milk at each meal'. 

Later when tenders for oatmeal and 
potatoes were accepted the following 
diet was settled on by the Board: 
Adults: 7 ounces of oatmeal and one 
pint of buttermilk for breakfast; 4 
pounds of potatoes and one pint of 
buttermilk for dinner. 
Children: They were to get half the 
quantity given to adults but would have 

lb. of bread and Vs pint of buttermilk 
for supper. 

Christmas dinner meant 11/2  lbs of 
beef per adult and 34 lb per child. Eggs 
were given to infirm inmates only, 
although in the famine years they seem 
to have been given to all. 

The most serious attempt to stream-
line the diet came in September 1846 
when the paupers were divided into 
three classes: able-bodied working males, 
able-bodied working females and the 
aged or infirm of either sex above 
fifteen years of age but not working. 
A menu was then worked out in re-
lation to each of these categories and 
consisted mainly of meal, buttermilk  

and bread. The most striking thing 
about it was its lack of variety and the 
fact that it was biased in favour of the 
first class since only they were allow-
ed to have a supper. 

Rules and regulations 
One of the most cruel facets of work-
house life generally was the separation 
of families — there are few direct 
references to this in the Dunshaughlin 
records but it may be taken to have 
been the case from, for instance, the 
existence of both a schoolmaster and a 
schoolmistress. The use of tobacco was 
forbidden; an attempt to rescind this 
law by the Dunshaughlin Board in 1843 
was promptly overruled by the central 
Poor Law Commission. We may note 
here further evidence of the inmates' 
austere life-style: in June of 1841 the 
Board made an order for the paupers 
to 'rise and be set to work at six o'clock 
in the morning and to go to bed at eight 
o'clock in the evening'. 

What happened then if these rules 
or numerous others were broken? 
This aspect of the House is perhaps 
the most interesting because it shows 
the human side of life in the place. 

The ultimate sanction the Guar-
dians had was expulsion of a pauper 
from the House. There are many in-
stances of this: paupers were expelled 
for stealing potatoes and a quantity 
of stirabout. In a lighter vein in March 
of 1842, 'Catherine Nugent, a pauper, 
complained that Anne Yourell had beat 
her black and blue and blackened her 
eye .. . several female paupers were 
called in and examined ... they could 
not say, whether Mrs. Nugent or Mrs. 
Yourell was the aggressor.' The outcome 
was that the two of them were dis-
charged from the House. 

Another mode of discipline was the 
arrest of paupers for offences connected 
with the Workhouse. For example, in 
1842, a female pauper leaving the House 
was charged with the removal of a 
petticoat, the property of the Guardians, 
on her person; she was ordered to be 
sent before a magistrate. In August of 
1846 a 'lunatic Pauper' was ordered to 
be brought to the next Petty Session in 
Dunshaughlin for having assaulted 
another pauper. A quite pathetic case is 
noted earlier in that year when a warrant 
was ordered to be put for Bridget Kelly 
'having got leave to go bury her child 
but has not returned.' 

COORTIN' IN THE KITCHEN 
Despite the segregation of the sexes it 
was not always possible to keep the men 
and women apart, as is evident from the 
inquiry conducted by the Board in 



March, 1842. 11 bqpa aim Ilse 
Master repaid visa 	Sids and 
Catherine Eleary. poop s% bid bee= 
caught by a plow mom& Cadsisise 
Smith in. au isdevatio pasassie at die 
Kitchen fire_ She sid she saw Mary 
sitting on Smiiiet ka Us a thrown 
around her wasa a bar mderclothes 
up'. Claims and cammordaims followed, 
some of Inaba( dr Masser himself, 
who allegedly bad zelcired to some of 
the female INIMINCS IS `mural of whores' 
(one of non Amadei= made against 
him). In his dehisce the Master denied 
having used sack language but ad-
mitted castigaithg some women 'be-
cause they base a dance every night 
after they go to their sleeping wards'. 
The upshot of the incident was that 
both the accused were expelled for 
behaviour which was 'indecent and 
tended to immorality'. 

Another example of the type of 
discipline practised was the power of 
the Master and the Matron to confine 
paupers breaking the rules to 12 to 24 
hours without food. 

THE TROUBLES OF MR BALL 
Discipline, was imposed not only on the  

paupers but also on the Workhouse 
Officials and this was particularly 
evident in the case of the highest 
official, the Master. We have seen 
that the first Master, a Mr. Ball, had 
been appointed in November 1840, 
but in his two-year tenure his work 
was often criticised by the Board. For 
instance, his Provision Account was 
found to be in 'a very deranged state' 
and unless this was rectified the Board 
were determined to engage another 
master. About a year later, following 
another enquiry into what was des-
cribed as 'criminal intercourse' between 
the porter and a nurse in the House 
infirmary, the Board made a strong re-
monstrance to the Master for his neglect 
in not having reported to the Board 
'that improper conduct had gone on in 
the House'. 

But Mr. Ball had only a temporary 
reprieve. A few months later, following 
complaints among the inmates it was 
found that '19 gallons of buttermilk 
charged in the Provisions' Account 
was not served to the paupers and 57 
children were without buttermilk ... 
it has frequently occurred before'. The 
outcome was that the Board asked the  

Master to resign his office, bringing to 
an end his turbulent two years in the 
House. 

DRUNK IN CHARGE 
There are instances of disciplinary 
measures taken against other officials: 
in 1847 a nursetender was dismissed 
because she was 'intoxicated and not 
able to attend to her duty'; the next 
year another nurse was 'allowed to 
resign' because of charges of quarrelling 
and drunkenness; on a milder note in 
November 1842 furtive meetings be-
tween the schoolmaster and the school-
mistress were discouraged. 

We may consider finally one more 
aspect of this whole affair, that is, that 
the inmates did have some influence in 
the running of the workhouse. We have 
already seen that it was their complaints 
which instigated the dismissal of the in-
efficient Master. Also they refused to do 
certain tasks in the House and were not 
forced — the best illustration of this 
came in 1847 when the Master reported 
that the inmates refused to clean the 
toilets; the Board accepted this and told 
the Master to employ an outsider to do 
it. 
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