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INTRODUCTION 

Nobber is a village on the Navan Kingscourt road. It is 20km. (12.5 miles) 

from Navan, 12km. (7 miles) from Kingscourt and 16km. (10 miles) from 

Kells. 

The area has a long and proud history. The valley of the Dee river is said 

to be the valley of the Black Pig. The village grew up beside the motte 

erected by the Normans but the history of the area stretches back to 

Neolithic times. The Nobber area is rich in Medieval history and is 

associated with the de Lacy, Cruise and Plunkett families. The rich Irish 

heritage was preserved in Nobber and the surrounding area when it had 

disappeared in the rest of the country. The last Bard of Ireland, Turlough 

O’Carolan, was born just outside Nobber. Two miles to the west is 

Cruicetown with its church ruins, monuments and motte. We chose 

Nobber as the subject for our research module as we found there was no 

book specifically about the village and we had just completed the 

indexation of the registers of the parish. We uncovered some interesting 

information in our indexation which we include in this booklet. We are 

grateful to Father O’Reilly for his permission firstly to index the registers 

and secondly to include material from the registers in this booklet. 

The area we chose to cover was the parish of Nobber but we included 

information from nearby areas to fill out the picture. Some information 

was available on the basis of civil parishes only and so we included 

information from the civil parishes of Nobber and Cruisetown. There is a 

host of information available for this century and so the cut off point was 

at 1900. Many of the older generation hold a wealth of folklore and stories 

and I would appeal to the younger people to record this information. 

When the person passes on so does all the history and the survivors are all 

the poorer for the loss. 

PUBLISHED BY THE MEATH HERITAGE CENTRE, HIGH 

STREET, TRIM, CO. MEATH. 

PUBLISHED APRIL 1991.



  

FOREWORD 

This book is not written for historians but rather for the people of the 

parish of Nobber and the surrounding area. The book seeks to give the 
local people a tate for the long history which Nobber has. This book was 

not written by an historian and so errors may have been included 
unknowingly. Nobber is lucky in that a number of serious historians and 
archaeologists have taken an interest in the area and have written about 
their findings. Nora Ni Shuilliobhain has researched the history of Nobber 

and has presented her findings as walks organised by the Meath 
Archaeological and Historical Society and has written an article on the 

Robertstown effigy tomb, Dr. John Bradley has researched the archaeolo- 

gical remains of Nobber town and this has been included in “The Urban 

Archaeological Survey”. Dr. Bradley has excavated at Moynagh Lough and 

his reports have been published in Riocht na Midhe. Heather King has 

written extensively about the effigial tombs in the area. Reference is made 

in the text to these and other articles for people who are interested in 

finding out more. Responsibility for all errors in fact or opinion rest solely 

with the editor. 

We would like to thank FAS for their great support of our work at the 

Meath Heritage Centre and would like to thank FAS personnel - Martin 

Daly and Mary Carmody, for their help and co-operation. 

Wewould like to thank Oliver Ward for the great help he was to our 

project. Oliver made our task much easier because he has been collecting 

information about the locality over a long period and he kindly made this 

information available to us. We would like to thank Liam Monaghan for 

his tour of the area and John Rogers and Willie Gallagher for helpful 

information. We would like to thank all the libraries and repositories and 
their staffs for their help and courtesy shown to our onguilziate Te foun 
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SECTION 1 

PLACES OF INTEREST 

NOBBER MOTTE 

   
Nobber motte is situated at the North-West side of the village beside the 
Kingscourt road. A motte is a large steep-sided mound of earth with a flat 
top. Originally this mound had a wooden tower on the top. Beside the 
motte there was an enclosure surrounded by a wooden wall which may 
have contained buildings. There may have been banks or fosses to add to 
the defences. Mottes and baileys were build by the Normans in Medieval 
times to provide a strong defence against the attack of the Irish. When the 
Normans became established in an area the motte and bailey was 
succeeded by a stone castle. 

Nobber motte consists of a steep-sided round mound, 7 metres high, with 
a diameter of 40 metres at the base narrowing to a diameter of 13 metres 
at the top. The sides are much steeper than other mottes in Meath 
possibly because Nobber was on the edge of the Pale and subject to more 
frequent attack and so had to be better defended. The top has a hollow in. 
the centre. There was a bailey to -the south-east of the motte. It is 
separated by a fosse from the motte. 

For a detailed description of the motte and other archaeological remains 
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in Nobber village, see Dr, John Bradley's Urban Archaeological Survey. 

GALLOW’S HILL 

Gallows Hill, one mile North-West of Nobber, is according to local 
tradition, 86 named because some “Croppies” were hanged there in 1798. 
There were & number of graves and crosses in a field beside the road on 
the side of the hill nearest Nobber, These could not be found recently and 
may have been lost as a result of building work. Another local tradition 
says the name is derived from two men who were hanged there for 
“coursing On another's property”. 

ST, JOHN’S MONASTERY 

In the churchyard of the Nobber Protestant Church beside the old railway 
station stands the ruin of St. John’s Abbey. This belonged to the Knights 
Hospitallers of St. John of Jerusalem. This Order was suppressed during 
the reign of Elizabeth I. All that now remains is the ivy-covered west wall 
of the tower and the marks of the foundations of the other walls. The 
tower was rectangular in shape and had four floors. The walls were made 

of limestone with the centre filling of rubble. The north and south walls of 
the tower have survived to a height of 1 metre. The ground floor was 
vaulted and has a narrow rectangular slit window. The third floor which 
includes the belfry stage, has two pointed openings. 

    

i 

It is said that stones from this old church were used to build the late 18th 
century church for the Church of Ireland community which has recently 
been refurbished as a domestic dwelling. In the south wall of this 

Protestant Church is a small medieval stone head of sandstone which may 

have come originally from the abbey ruin. 

CRUISE MONUMENT - NOBBER 

GRAVEYARD 

This monument commemorates the first of the Cruise family to come to 
Ireland - Sir Maurice Cruise, from whom all the Cruise family are 
descended. It is located on the left hand side of the path leading to the 
Protestant Church. It is in an upright position above the Cruise family 
vault. It may have been in the old church. On its front is depicted a carving 
of an armoured Knight with his hands clasped. He is in full armour and a 
sword is shown separately by his side. Two shields on either side of his 

head show the arms of the Plunkett and the Cruise families. 

The inscription surrounds the figure of the knight. The inscription reads:- 
“Here Lieth The Body of Gerald Crus Of The Brittas And Margaret 
Plunkett, His Wif, Which Gerrald Did Build This Monument And Is 

Heyre Lineally Decended From Sr Maurice Cruys Whoe Dyed The Fyrst 
Yeare of Kyng Henry the Thyrd In Anno Domini 1216. To Whose Soules 
God Grant His Mercy Amen 1619”. There are three further stones lying 
on top of this stone and they record a repair made to the vault:- Repaired 
In the 21st Yr Of The Reign Of George 3rd, 1781”. 

The vault would appear to have been under the old church. The last 
record of a burial in this vault is in October 1871 when William Cruise was 

interred. 

This tomb is depicted on the front cover of this booklet. 

For full details of this and other tombs see Heather King’s article in 
“Figures from the Past”. 

THE BALFE STONE 

This tombstone consists of an effigial slab and lies in the old church ruins, 
in Nobber. It is known as the “Edward Balfe Memorial” although it is now 
impossible to read the inscription. It dates back to the late 1600s. 

A-man in armour and his wife are depicted on the bottom half of the slab 
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with the symbols of morta. 
lity » the hourglass, bell 
and the skull and cross 
bones between the figures, 
The top half of the slab is 
taken up with a coat of 
arms which is supposed to 
belong to the Balfe family 
although this has not been 
proven, According to the 
Memorials of the Dead, 
the Balfe Stone was a 
tombstone where mem- 

bers of the Balfe family 
were interred, The Balfes 
came to Ireland soon after 
the Norman Invasion and 

settled in Dublin and 

Meath. A local branch of 

the family settled at Cregg. There are still members of the family in the 
general area. A Robert Balfe was at one time Sovereign (Mayor) of the 

Corporation of Kells and he re-erected the Cross of Kells in 1688. 

  

PRIEST’S STONE 

The Priest’s Stone also ties in the church ruins in Nobber and is 

traditionally the burial place of the priests of Nobber until a new church 
was built in 1822. It lies 

beside the Balfe Stone. The 

head of the stone is to the 
east which is usual for a 
gravestone for a priest, The 
priest faces his floek even in 
death, The § 
figure of a 
with his 

  

   

          

     

  

  

The edge of the stone has a badly worn inscription. The name “Murtagh” 
can be made out. This leads us to think that the tomb belonged to the 
Reverend Murtagh Carolan who was registered as “Popish Priest of 
Nobber” in 1704. The style of carving also leads to this date although the 
Memorials of the Dead in 1892 said that the date 1549 could be seen. 

THE CROSS OF NOBBER 

The remains of Nobber Cross is situated directly inside the entrance to the 
Protestant graveyard. All that now remains of the cross is the base. This 
base is similar to the bases of the High Crosses at Kells which would date 
the cross to the tenth or eleventh century. This cross base was situated 

outside a shop on Main street before being moved to its present position 
by the County Council. Could it have been a market cross or perhaps it 
may have been brought into the town from some early christian holy site 
in the neighbourhood? 

The Memorials of the Dead in 1892 say “There was in the churchyard a 
large stone cross set up in 1686, which afterwards in 1691 was broken 
down by King William’s men”. Was this another cross? 

NOBBER FONT 

This baptismal font was situated in St. John the Baptist’s Church of 
Ireland Nobber. It is a bowl-shaped vessel with the outside surface pecked 
and the inside smooth. Underneath the bowl is a small socket as though it 
had been originally mounted on some form of stand. It is said that the font 
was brought in from the old medieval church. For further details see 
Helen Roe’s “Medieval Fonts of Meath”. 

When Nobber church was deconsecrated in 1980 the font was moved to 

Kingscourt. 

BRITTAS HOUSE 

Brittas House can be found about 1 mile west of Nobber in gently 
undulating land containing thick woodlands which are inhabited with every 
description of wildlife. 

This house was built at different periods with the major work dating from ~ 
the 18th and 19th centuries. One wing was designed by Francis Johnston 
and this was added to the long garden front after 1800.



The house was occupied by the Bligh family, the last representative being 
Mrs. Barrington who died recently. 

CRUISETOWN MOTTE 
Cruisetown motte is located to the north east of the church ruins. It is 
similar to the motte at Nobber and has steep sides. It is about 20 feet high. 
There is the remains of a bailey to the east of the motte. It would appear 
that there was @ settlement to the south of the motte and church. This 
village was in existence up to at least 1654. A sunken way can be seen in 
the field, 

CRUISETOWN HOUSE 
A castle was ‘built east of the church and motte. This castle was 
demolished about 1860 and Cruisetown house built in its place. There is a 
fine gateway and gatelodge. In the yard is a tile house and a pigeon loft. 

CRUISETOWN CHURCH 
Cruisetown Church is situated two miles west of Nobber on a hillock. The 
church ruins stand in a cemetery which may have its origins in a celtic fort. 

The church dates from the early Norman times and was the manor church 
of the Cruise family estate. The ruins measure twenty metres by six metres. 
The church was of the chancel-nave type divided by a rood screen. On the 
east side there would have been a rood loft from which the Cruise family 
could have a good view of the proceedings.In the church-yard there is a 
splendid stone cross with the figures of the Crucifixion and the Virgin and 
Child, The tomb of the Cruises is preserved within the ruins, 

On the left-hand side inside the wall there is & very strongly cut medieval 
font, The basin is oval with a central drain, It is also damaged in parts. 
Helen Roe said “the whole presents 0 poor and ungainly an appearance 
that it is difficult to aeeept it as the font Of the manor church of so 
great and wealthy a family as the Cruises" The patron saint of the church 
was St James the Apontl 6 Wak Kept On the 25th of July. 

; ive if seemea that Mass was 
around the parish”. 

         
   

    
it Against the south wall is     

a monument consisting of a tomb chest and wall plaque. This is the tomb 
of the Cruise family and the cover depicts two figures - a male and female. 

The inscription of the 
plaque reads: ‘Crux 

Bona, Crux Digna, Crux 
Contra - omnia maligna. 
Here underneath are. 
interred the bodis of 
Walter Cruise grand child 
to Christopher Cruise of 
the Naale Cruisetown 
No....or Esquire who dyed 

the 11th of April 1663 
and Elizabeth Cruise his 
wife daughter to Gerrald 
Cruise of Brittas whose 
eldest son Patrycke Cru- 
ise caused this tombe to 
be erected as a monu- 
ment of antiquity for 
himselfe his wife Cath- 
erine Dalton and. theire = 
posterity for ever, Anno; ¢; [ \ 
D. 1688 and in the 4th - © ‘€ | = Aa e 
yeare of the reigne of the 4 ee SSS 
most illustrious prince =~ s ~. > Anam : a a 
our gracious King James ——* * 7 
the Second”. The top line “Crux Bona, Crux Digna, Crux Contra - omnia 
maligna” means “Good Cross, Great Cross, a Cross of protection against 
all evils”. It is obviously a pun on the Cruise name. The name Cruise may 
have originally come from the cross which Crusaders wore on their tunics 
while fighting in the Holy Land. 

     
The coats of arms of the Cruise and Dalton families are depicted on two 
stone slabs which are also in the niche in the wall. The crest of the Cruise 
family is a heron with an eel in its beak. This has its origins in an old tale. 
Some of Cromwell’s soldiers were chasing one of the Cruise family who . 
took refuge in the swampy ground along the Dee river near Nobber. The 
soldiers suspected that the man was hiding in the tall rushes and 
proceeded to search there. When they came near to the spot where Cruise 
was hiding they saw a heron eating an eel. The bird flew off after being 
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disturbed. The soldiers presumed that there was nobody there as no heron 
would stay so quiet with a human around. The man made his way to safety 
and when better times came he took the heron as his crest in gratitude to 

the bird that saved his life. 

The male and the female on the cover of the tomb are clad in costumes 
from the late 1600s. The man has a leather jacket while the pleats of the 
woman’s gown have worn away. 

There is a sword depicted on the right side of the male figure but the 
figure does not touch the sword so maybe he had put his fighting days 
behind him and was now looking towards everlasting life. His hands are 

clasped in prayer. 

CRUISETOWN CROSS 

South of Cruisetown church stands a 300 year old limestone cross. It 
stands 2 metres high and just over a 
metre across, On the west side of the 
cross (the front) is a carving of the 
Crucifixion, The head of Christ tilts 
slightly to the left and the arms are 
outstretched, The feet lie on a carved 
skull presumably representing — the 
trumph of Our Lord over death, The 
figure of Christ is surmounted by a 
winged cherub of angel, On the east 
side of the crows there is a carving of 
the Madonna and Child surrounded 
tne inscription "AVE MARIA". 
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len wont of Nobber facing the 
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church and castle, stands an old windmill, the old avenue up to it can be 

seen clearly in the grass. This was in ruins in the 1830s so it may be 

assumed that it dates from sometime before this date. 

ROBERTSTOWN CASTLE 

Three miles south west of Nobber stands the ruins ofRobertstown Castle. 

This castle appears to belong to a series of Scottish style castles built in 

the late sixteenth or early seventeenth centuries by masons or stone 

  

carvers either from Scotland or with a knowledge of Scottish building 

methods. All that remains of this castle is four walls and the vaulted roof 

of the ground floor. It would have been a three store§ building with a 

gabled roof. 

There is very little information known about Robertstown Castle. Robert 

de Barry owned and lived in the castle 1229 and the place is named in his 

honour. This may not have been a stone castle but rather a wooden castle 

which was built on top of the motte in the field on the other side of the 

road. Having no heir Robert willed his property to his nephew, also called 

Robert, 

who was the son of his brother, William, who resided at Moate. 

The castle was once the property of a family called Goddard. The locals 

call it “Godders Castle”. Godder is said to have been a follower of 

Cromwell. It is believed he was shot close to his castle and his body 
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thrown over the fence into a field. He had no burial and for many years 
people would throw a stone over the fence on top of his body “to keep his 
spirit down”. 

The ruins are now in the care of the Office of Public Works. 

ROBERTSTOWN CHURCH AND TOMBS 

Robertstown Church and graveyard are located to the northeast of the 
castle. It is probably most noted for its two famous tombs positioned one 
each side of the altar. The tombs are the resting places of the Barnwall and 
the Plunkett families. These tombs have fallen into the crypt of the church 
and so now lie a metre or so below the level of the surroundings. The 
church is dedicated to St. Brigid and only a bare outline of the church is 
now to be seen, 

To the left of the altar is the Barnwall tomb. This tomb commemorates 
Alexander Barnewall who died on the 3rd of November 1596 and was 
erected by his wife Alison Netherville in 1680. The centre of the slab 
depicts a shield which shows the coat of arms of both the families. 
Underneath this is the Irish phrase - “Gan Gan Eagla”. “Gan eagla” 
means “without fear’, We do not know why the “gan” is repeated. This is 
not the family motto of these NORE BVT > THE = Cox, 
families 80 maybe it means that ToRVo8= Glog o WoRRoWhO => 
Alexander had lived such a good COVETED o 7 p08 » MMMUATEN 
life that he had nothing to fear wl +t lle 
in the next life, However 
another interpretation of the 
words may be “Gall Gan Baga" 
which would mean “THnglishman 
without fear’, Tt is unusual to 
have an Trish inseription on the 
tombstone of this period, Under 
the Irish inseription are a seull 
and crows bones, There iy alo 
another inseription whieh says 
that Roger Me Mahon 
“ronewed" thik, monument for    

  

     
    

  

   

                    

    

      

  

  
his posterity iN TNTN 

The Plunket Tomb ih on the 
other side of the altar and Hwan 
crected in memory. 
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Plunket and his wife Catherine. The Plunket family lived at Castlecom, 

Ardmagh. Francis and Catherine are depicted alive on the slab, usually 
figures are depicted as dead or sleeping. They are dressed in the clothes of 
the period. The male figure is dressed in a tunic with highboots. In his 
right hand he brandishes a sword above hishead and holds a shield on 

which are dis- 
played the arms of 
the Plunket family. 

The female figure 

is carved beneath 
her husband’s arm 
and wears a long 

gown. Both figures 
stand on dogs the 
emblem of fidelity. 
Following the 
death of Francis- 
Plunket it would 
appear that Cath- 

erine held his 
estate which was- 

leased from Taylor 
of Headfort, Kells. 

Catherine remar- 
ried and her hus- 

band fought for 
James at the Battle 
of the Boyne. 
Catherine followed 
her husband into 

exile in France, but 

returned home 

about1695. Sir 
Thomas Taylor 
held the estate 
until 1719 when he 
was challenged by the grand daughters of Francis and Catherine Plunket - 
Elinor Cahill and Mary Donnellan, for possession of the property. Claims . 
and counter claims about Francis’s will were made. The case eventually 

reached the highest court of the land, the House of Lords. The case was 
decided in favour of Taylor. For full details of this interesting case read 
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Nora Ni Shuilliobhains’s article “The Robertstown, Co. Meath, Effigial 

Grave Slab: an Historical Footnote” in “Figures from the Past”. A very 
weathered Cross stands near the entrance of the graveyard. The 
Cruicifixion is depicted on this cross above which is carved a cherub. The 
inscription says the cross was erected in the reign of James the Second. 

SECTION 2. 

STONE AGE 

Nobber has been inhabited from Stone Age times. The crannog at 
Moynagh Lough to the west of Nobber shows evidence of Mesolithic man. 
There were three stone axcheads found in Nobber in the 1930s and 1940s. 
Dr. John Bradley has documented a number of finds of flint found in the 
Nobber area indicating the existence of prehistoric man in the vicinity. 

MOYNAGH LOUGH AND EXCAVATIONS. 

Moynagh Lough is now a small lake to the west of the village of Nobber. 
At one time the lake covered a much larger area extending up the valley to 

and beyond the motte. It was drained in the last century when the course 

of the river Dee was altered. In the summer of 1977 the owner of the 
surrounding land, Mr Frank Brady, started work to remove the mound of 
earth beside the lake. Workemen came across large quantiiics of bones 
buried deep in the earth. Work was stopped immediately and Professor 
George Bogan, of the Department of Archaeology in U.C.D aid a native 
of Nobber examined the area and recognised it as a crannog. 

A crannog is a small man-made island in a shallow lake on which dwellings 
are built and usually dating from early christian times (c.500-1100 A.D.). 
The foundations are made by throwing brushwood, bracken and earth into 
the lake until & mound appears above water level. It appears that the 
Moynagh Lough erannog was built on the site of earlier inhabitations and 
was built up in two stages. A circle of poles were inserted around the 
mound to keep it from falling away. Lighter poles were then vuilt on top 
of the mound forming & palisade or wall and thus a safe place to build 
houses from attackers or wild animals, At Moynagh there is evidence of 
two palisades, The entrance to the settlement was a series of zig-zag stones 
or 4 boat could be used, The excavations of Moynagh began in the summer 
of 1980 and were carried Out under the supervision of Dr. Josn Bradley of 
U.C.D, Crannogs are particularly interesting for archaeologists as the 
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A CRANNOG AN ARTIST'S IMPRESSION OF 

water logged conditions preserve wooden and leather objects which would 

decay on dry land sites. Excavation is a very slow process as soil is removed 

trowelful by trowelful and the soil is carefully examined for any object that 

might be of importance. The crannog was found to be oval in shape 

measuring approximately 36m by 16m. The main dwelling uncovered was a 

round house which had been destroyed by fire. The house measured about 

12 metres in diameter and could be the largest of its kind from early 

Christian Ireland. Dwellings were built with poles and usually thatched 

with reeds and sometimes mud was used to seal the walls. 

A circle of stones, presumed to be a fireplace was found with ashes and 

lots of small bones which people would have thrown into the fire after 

eating. The people seemed to be prosperous as they had their own animals 

- cattle, sheep, pigs and domestic animals but they also hunted and fished. 

Bones of deer and wild boar were also found. Corn was also an important 
food. The finds on the site show remains that go as far back as 3500 B.C. 
and show that the site was inhabited in the Mesolithic, Early Bronze ages: 
and the early Christian period. It would appear that the site was 
abandoned after the Mesolithic era as the water level rose. The level of the 

lake must have again fallen to allow Bronze age man to take up residence. 
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The water level again rose and the site was again abandoned. It was 
resettled in Early Christian times when the crannog was built. Bronze 
objects indicate inhabitation about 2000 B.C and pins, glass ornaments and 
beads used for personal decoration would date to around 800 A.D. The 
finds of brooches, mounts, crucibles, ingots and other objects are very 
important evidence of the metal working capabilities of the Early Christian 
Irish and many of the finds were on display at the “Work of Angels” 
exibition in the National Museum. A furnace for heating metal was also 
discovered on the site. The crannog was dug into in the last century by 
Owen Smith, a local farmer, who was an amateur historian and 
archacologist. His collection of artifacts were later acquired by the 
National Museum, He also held a collection of manuscripts from the Irish 
poets of the area. Owen Smith brought the site to the notice of 
Wood-Martin, a noted crannog expert, and interested societies but the site 
was completely forgotten locally. 

Excavations are carried On during the Summer months. John Bradley is in 
charge of the excavation and records of the digs are printed in Riocht na 
Midhe, the journal of the Meath Archaeological and Historical Society. 
There are a number of other crannogs in the locality. There werethree 
crannogs in Whitewood lake. 

  MOYNAGH LOUGH TODAY 

\4 

FORTS 

Forts are known by a number of names including “lios”, “rath”, “fort" and 

“dun”. Usually they are round in shape and are surrounded by an earthen 
bank and a ditch. Forts were the homesteads of the Irish during the early 
christain period. During the night and in times of attack the animals were 
herded into the enclosure. In the early part of the last century there were 
nearly forty forts identified in the civil parishes of Nobber and Cruicetown. 
The following forts are mentioned in the Ordnance Survey Name Books 
compiled in 1836:- Durran’s fort (named after a family who lived near it) 
and two other unnamed forts in Cruisetown townland. 

Lisdhu, Lisbane, Dungunion and Corskeltiagh fort in Ardemagh townland. 

Lissanard (the fort of the hill), Lisnacross (fort of the cross) and four 
other unnamed forts in Brittas townland. 

Coogan Fort, Lisnagunnell, Lisanail (fort of the hedge or fence) and 
another unnamed fort in Cregg townland. 

Clarkes’s fort and Lissakilleen fort (the fort of the little burial place) in 
College townland. 

Cloughmacoo (Mac Conn’s stone) and Lisnaclough (the fort of the stones) 
in Cloughmacoo townland. 

Three unnamed forts in Germanagh townland. 

Lissanarwer (the fort of the corn) and an unnamed fort in Muff townland. 

Ballymahullog fort (Mochlog’s town) and two unnamed forts in Possex- 
town townland. 

Lismore (the great fort), Lissantanvally (the fort of the old town), 
Lisnaguinnell (the fort of the candles) and Lissnasaggart (the fort of the 
priest) in Rathe townland. 

Rathcairn (the fort of the carn) in Rathgillen townland. 

Hebigan’s fort in Spiddal townland. 

Lisbane (the white fort), Lisnamuck (the fort of the pigs) and Lissiniska 
(the fort of the water) in Whitewood townland. It is said that lights were 
seen in Lisnaguinnell after dark and these forts are often connected to the © 
“little people” and fairies. This tradition may have protected these sites as 
nearly all the forts listed above have survived to modern times. All the 
forts surviving are listed with a brief description in the Archaelogical 
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Inventory of County Meath, compiled by Michael J. Moore and published 
by the Office of Public Works. 

It is said that a priest was murdered in Lisnasaggart in Rathe townland 
and that an old church once stood at Lisnacrosse in Brittas townland. 

ST. PATRICK’S VISIT 

Saint Patrick’s kneeling stone is situated on the left of Muff lane to the 
north of Nobber on a little green mound. This is a square rock having two 
holes worn into it to a depth of some 12 inchs supposedly by St. Patrick’s 
knees and another said to be the mark of the saint’s elbow. One stone 
looks like part of a font or Holy Water scoop or the base of a cross 
Suggesting the existence of a church on the site. 

The place is also known as “Nobberbeg” and it is said that the monks who 
arrived in the areca in medieval times decided to build their monastery 
here, The building they completed during the day was torn down each 
night and miraculously reappeared on the site of the old church in Nobber. 

In College townland is a stone bearing the footprint of St. Patrick. This is 
situated on the roadside. 

Nobber has been identified as the place where St. Patrick held the first 
court under the Brehon Laws. The pagan Celts had a complete legal 
system and Patrick adapted these laws to christianity. It is said that he held 
the first court under this new system at Creggmore, one mile from Nobber. 
The saint sat On a rock known as “Carrig Beag”. To the west of the rock is 
Tober Padraig, Patrick’s well. A stone beside the well has the knee print of 
St. Patrick as he knelt to get a drink of water. This stone may be a holy 
water font and there may have been a church on the site at some stage. 
Nearby is said to be an altar cut out of solid rock where Mass was said in 

penal times, Beside the altar is a bush known as “Skeagh an Afrain” - the 
bush of the Mass, There is also a stone marked with a cross covered with 
moss, The moss does not grow on the cross. Owen Englishby outlined this 
claim in a letter to the Meath Chronicle in March 1922. 

There are & number of sites which are claimed to have been early 

churches, One such site is Lisnacrosse in Brittas townland. Another is 

Killygomm (the crooked church), which is situated in Rathe townland. It is 
said that the monks found the site unsuitable as it was too low and marshy 
and they went 10 Nobberbeg to build their monastery. From Nobberbeg 
they moved to Nobber itself, In College townland is Crockacrusha, the hill 
of the cross, Killaruggle, the church of Ruggall, is situated in Rathgillen 
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ST. PATRICK’S KNEELING STONE 

townland and there is said to have been a bishop buried in a mound by the 
river in the little field on the site. There are also connections with St. 
Bridget in the parish. The townland of Kilbride indicates the presence of a 
church dedicated to Bridget and tradition says that there was a church and 
graveyard there. Nearby is a well dedicated to St. Bridget. A pattern was 
held on the Ist Sunday in August but this was discontinued in the 1830s. 
On the day of the pattern horses were made to swim across a part of the 
river known as “Lognagcapall”. The water was holy on this day so it 
protected the animals for the following twelve months. These patterns had 
a religious origin but many were used as an excuse for festivities, some of 
which degenerated into faction fights. 

THE BUILDING OF THE MOTTE 

The Normans invaded Ireland in 1169. Strongbow conquered most of 
south Leinster. The English King thought that Strongbow might become . 
too powerful and so when he visited Ireland in 1172 he granted the 
kingdom of Meath to Hugh de Lacy to counterbalance Strongbow’s power. 

Hugh de Lacy set about conquering this huge grant of land stretching from 
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the Shannon to the sea, He granted lands to his knights to conquer and 
hold in his name, Gilbert de Nangle was granted the territory around 
Nobber which became known as the Barony of Morgallion. This grant is 
recorded in the Conquest of Ireland:- 

“A Gilbert de Nangle en fin 

Donat tut Makeragilin 

A Jocelom donat le Nouan (Navan) 

E la terre de Ardbrechan 

Li un ert fiz, li attre pere Solum le dit de la mere”. 

This means Gilbert was granted all Morgallion and Jocelyn was given 
Navan and Ardbraccan, One was the father and the other the son but both 
were under the word of the mother! Gilbert and Joycelan took their 
surname from an angle of land stretching into the sea and _ their 
descendants took the names Nangle and Nagle. One Gilbert Nangle settled 
in Connacht where he was called the son of Jocelyn, Mc Costelb, and was 

the founder of the Connacht family of Costello. 

The first priority for Gilbert in his new grant of land was a safe refuge. 
There was no time to build a stone castle and so he set about erecting a 
motte and bailey, The conquered Irish were used as labourers on the 
buliding, First of all deep circular trenches were dug and the earth thrown 
inwards tO make a mound - the motte. A wooden tower or keep was then 
built On top of the motte. This wooden tower was also known as 
“bretesches” giving its name to the nearby townland of Brittas. At the base 
of the motte was the outer defences known as the bailey. This also had a 
wall and ditch around it, One had to go through the bailey to get into the 
keep, Moynagh Lough may have been larger in medieval times and may 
have come up to the motte, There is a record of a causeway to be built 
linking the motte and the town of Nobber in 1227 so perhaps the motte 
was situated in an island or promontory in the lake. 

The motte at Nobber has very steep sides, much steeper than many of the 
mottes in central Meath, This may have been because Nobber was on the 
border with the “rebel Irish”. 

Gilbert granted the care and revenue of the church in Nobber to the 
monks of St, Thomas's Abbey, Dublin, “In 1196” says Ware 

“about this time, Gilbert de Nangle, a powerful man in Meath, making a 
party, much disturbed the neighbouring parts; but Hano de Valoniis, 
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ARTIST’S IMPRESSION OF A MOTTE AND BAILEY 

Justicar of Ireland, so terrified him he fled out of Ireland, after which his 

castles were taken and his lands confiscated”. Gilbert later sacked the 

monastery in Lough Ree. Hugh de Lacy, son of the first Hugh de Lacy, 
was granted the confiscated lands. 

THE NAME “NOBBER” 

The derivation of the placename Nobber is not clear. It may take its name 
from “an Abar” meaning the marsh but the most popular derivation is 
from “An Obair” - the work, taken from the work involved in building the 
motte. The “n” of the “an” was attached to the “obair” thereby giving 
“Nobair”. Many people still call the village “The Nobber”. The Norman 
invaders must have used Irish labourers to build the motte. 

A folk story gives a different derivation of “An Obair”. Niall O’Reilly of 
Breffni lived in the early part of the 13th century. He was a thorn in the 
side of the English settlers as he often led raids into the Pale. At long last 
he was captured and brought to Dublin Castle. The Judges sought to 
humiliate him and offered him the choice of three punishments which he 
would have to inflict on himself - to deprive himself of the ability to have 
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children, to deprive himself of his legs or to deprive himself of his sight. 
Niall chose to deprive himself of sight and so plucked out his eye balls. He 
swore vengeance On the English settlers and on his way back to Breffni he 
sought to attack the settlement at Nobber with his followers. The settlers 
were amused by being attacked by a blind man and called out in derision 
“Behold a blind man attempts to plunder us. That’s the work. Sin an 
obair”. Niall succeeded in capturing and sacking the town and as he led his 
troops away he was heard to call many times the taunt “Sin on obair”. 
Thus Nobber got its name. It may have been previously known as 
“Plunkettstown”. Niall was given the nickname “Caoch” meaning blind 
and this name was passed down in the O’Reilly family for generations. 
Niall Caoch O'Reilly died in 1256. This story is related in “The 
Genealogical History of the O’Reillys” by Carney. 

The name Nober is recorded as early as 1215 and many different variations 
of the spellings are recorded in the manuscripts. Variations include:- 
Nober, Nobyr, Nobire, Nobir, Lenobyr, the Nobyr, the Nobir, the Nobyr, 
Nobbir, Nobyre, Nobbere, Nobbar, Nobber, the Nobber, the Nober, the 

Nobbertown, Castle of the Obber and An Obair. 

The name has now been standardised to Nobber. An interesting article by 
the late Bamon de hOir is contained in the 1965 December issue of the 
journal “Dinnseanchas” deals with the name Nobber. 

NOBBER IN MEDIEVAL TIMES 

Walter de Lacy set up a clrurch for the Knights of St. John of Jerusalem at 
Nobber at the end of the twelfth century. This order was a crusading order 
and had its main house in Ireland at Kilmainham in Dublin. The name 
Kilmainham occurs a number of times in County Meath where the order 
held lands, The establishment in Nobber may have been the church in 
Nobber or it could have been at Spiddal. These monks were often a 
nursing Order and maintained hospitals thus giving the townland its name - 
an ospideal [the hospital] afterwards contracted to Spiddal. Nothing now 
remains to prove this theory. 

In 1201 Hugh de Lacy treacherously captured John de Courcey, Earl of 
Ulster, and held him captive in the castle of Nobber. The Norman lords of 
Ireland often quarrelled amongst themselves and with their Irish 
neighbours, They often fought with their king as well. Hugh was forced to 
release de Courcey after his soldiers had ravaged the lands of de Lacy. 

Further fighting ensued and when King John visited Ireland in 1210 he 
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confiscated the castles and the lands of the de Lacys who had fled to 
France to escape the wrath of the King. King John may have visited 
Nobber on his way from Kells to Louth on his journey around Ireland in 
mid 1210. Five years later Hugh paid a large fine to the King and was 
restored to his Meath property with the exception of the castles at Nobber 
and Ratoath. The castle of Nobber was held by Royal forces. Hugh’s lands 
in Ulster were only restored to him in 1227 and maybe he was regranted 
Nobber at the same time. ~ 

Hugh de Lacy granted lands to the Burgesses of Nobber (the leading 
merchants and members of the corporation) about 1227 provided they 
built a causeway between the motte and the town. The motte may have 
been separated from the town by part of the lake or marshy ground. This 
charter reads - “Hugh de Lacy, Earl of Ulster, has given to his Burgesses 
of Nobir, 4 carucates of land in the common pasture, as they lie between 
the town of Nobir and the Great wood towards the west part, by right 
metes perambulated. To hold of grantor to them and their heirs by 

hereditary right, freely and fully; they making a great causeway between the 
castle and the great town of Nobir, for all services. Said burgesses and all 
merchants of the town, as well poor as rich, shall have the same in 
common pasture. Grantor has put his seal to the charter”. This charter is 
recorded in the Gormanston Register. 

In 1243 Hugh granted his manor of Nobber including the lands which 
surrounded it to the Archbishop of Armagh. Many of Hugh’s relations 
disliked this decision. Soon afterwards Hugh died and his son sought to 
reclaim the lands. The Archbishop appealed to the King who ordered an 
inquiry. De Lacy agreed to swap the Manor of Nobber for Coleraine in 
County Derry. The Archbishop of Armagh continued to hold a large estate 
at Nobber for the next seven hundred years. In 1836 the Archbishop was in 
possession of 776 acres in the townland of Julianstown. The Archbishop of 
Armagh had the right to hold a fair at Nobber and this was confirmed and 
regranted in 1620. 

Edward Bruce launched a campaign to establish himself as king of Ireland 
in 1315. Edward was the brother of the famous Scottish king, Robert 
Bruce. Many of the Meath nobility joined Edward’s army. Edward defeated 
Roger de Mortimer, the Lord of Meath, at Kells in 1315. It is thought that _ 
he stayed at Nobber before this battle. 

Nobber stood at the edge of the Pale and many raiders attacked the 
settlement on their way to pillage the rich areas to the south. 

21



Christopher Preston was granted a licence by Henry VI around 1435, to 
fortify Nobber. It had recently been burned by the Irish and was said to be 
the “key” to the county of Meath. Preston was given the right to summon 
all able bodied men in the Barony of Morgallion for twelve days each year 
for three years to repair the ditches and fortifications. 

In 1596 a report told that the barony of Morgallion and neighbouring 
baronies were “almost completely wasted by the incursions and spoils of 
the O’Reillys and Mac Mahons inhabiting the counties of Cavan and 
Monaghan, They have wonderfully enriched themselves with many 
thousands of cattle and other goods having wrought an utter beggary and 
desolation in these parts”. 

CRUISE FAMILY 

Tradition has it that the first member of the Cruise family, who came to 
Ireland was One of Strongbow’s army who landed in Ireland in 1170. 

The Cruise family are said to have been of old Devonshire stock. The 
family may have taken their name from the cross worn by the Crusaders 
who fought in the Holy Land. 

The coat of arms show the origin of the name with the cross, the scallop 
Shells of the pilgrim and the helmet of the crusader being depicted. One 
family crest shows a stork devouring a serpent - good devouring evil. 
Another family crest gives the bird as a crane and the latin for crane is 
“Grues” hence “Cruise”. This crest was chosen by the heralds for the 
family because of the similarity of works. See also the story in relation to 
the heron in the section on the Cruisetown tomb. 

The family held extensive lands along the Northern border of the Pale. 
The family appear to have originally settled at the Naul in County Dublin. 
Other members of the family migrated to Connacht and Kerry. 

The first recorded Cruise in this area was Maurice Cruise who settled at 

Brittas. He married Maria daughter of Hugh McMahon of Carrick, in 
County Monaghan and died in 1216. 

The Cruise estates passed into the hands of the Plunketts when Mary 
Anne Cruise married Sir Thomas Plunkett. There is an interesting tale 
connected to this marriage which is related in the next section. Their 
eldest daughter married William Wellesley of Dangan Castle whose 
descentant Arthur Wellesley became the Duke of Wellington. 

The Cruise name, is commemorated by the name of the townland, the 
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parish and the church 
where the family 
lived. This family 
built, kept and furn- 
ished this little 

church for hundreds 

of years.. They and 
their retainers are 

buried there. This 

branch of the family 
are extinct, the last 

two old gentlemen 

lived at Moydoragh 
which they rented 
from Mr. Wm. Shaw 

who lived in Cruiset- 

won House. Neither 

married and the last 

one died in 1850. 

THE STORY OF MARY ANNE CRUISE 

In the 15th century the head of the family was Sir Christopher Cruys, he 
owned Moydorragh and Cruisetown castles and estates. According to 
tradition, Sir Christopher Cruys lived to an old age without getting 
married. His nephews, therefore, stood to inherit all his possessions, but 

Sir Christopher, late in life married a young lady of great beauty. He 
married Matilda de Vernon the heiress to Rathmore estate in 1406. This 
made his nephews very angry as it raised the possibility of an heir and so 
they made plans to murder the couple. 

  

CRUISETOWN CROSS 

One evening as the husband and wife were walking up the long avenue by 
Cruisetown lake to the castle, Lady Cruys looked to the sky and she saw a 
dark shadow, it was a sign that danger threatened. She tried to warn her 
husband by hurrying him back to the house but before she could they were 
attacked by several armed men led by Sir Christopher’s relations. Sir 
Christopher was armed with a small sword, he ordered his young wife to 

run to the castle for help while he stood with his back to a tree and fought 
the ruffians with his sword till he fell riddled with wounds. : 

The assassins then chased Lady Cruys, and she only gained sanctuary by a 
second as the great door when it banged behind her tore her dress. 
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She immediately summoned her servants and sent'them out to help their 
master, but he was beyond help so they carried his dead body back to the 
house. Sir Christopher had given his life to save his wife and unborn child. 
The new-made widow knew that her own life and that of her unborn heir 
were at stake and she resolved to do her utmost to save both and defeat 
her enemies. She gathered as much of the family plate and treasure as she 
could and placed it in a strong oak chest with heavy stones in the bottom 
and had it sunk secretly in the neighbouring lake. She then had it reported 
that she was dangerously ill. 

By torch light, relatives and tenants of Sir Christopher Cruys crowded into 
the small church to witness the burial and it was then that his widow was 

announced to be dead, 

While their attentions were thus engaged another funeral train, composed 
of trusty men of Rathmore, left bearing a coffin pierced through with holes 
to admit air to the poor trembling woman who lay within as a corpse. She 
took with her inside the coffin all her family deeds. To anyone who 
questioned them on the road, they replied that they were taking Lady 
Cruys to Rathmore Castle as she could not be interred with her deceased 
husband on account of family feuds. On arriving there, she collected the 
Rathmore silver, put it in the coffin and had it buried, as herself, in the 
neighbouring graveyard. 

Lady Cruys and an old nurse then secretly set off for Dublin on horseback 
and then set sail for London. Soon after arriving in London, Lady Cruys 
gave birth to a daughter whom she called Mary Anne. 

For several years they lived on the proceeds of the jewellery but when it 
was gone they became very poor and had to subsist by washing clothes in 
the River Thames, while they lived in nothing more than an open shed. 
Lady Cruys had instructed Mary Anne from childhood in all her rights, 
teaching her the names and descriptions of the different portions of her 
estates, Lady Cruys composed a song in Irish about the lost estates. 

One day Mary Cruys was washing the clothes and singing this song, in 
Irish, Sir Thomas Plunkett, son of Lord Killeen, passed over London 

bridge on his way to the Inns of Court, and listened to the words of the — 
song with surprise and attention and soon discovered that the singer was 
describing her own circumstances. He spoke to the singer, who brought 
him to her mother, by then frail and dying. Lady Cruys showed him all the 
family deeds of Cruisetown and Rathmore. Later Sir Thomas Plunkett 
married Mary Anne as his second wife. When he was appointed Lord 
Chief Justice of the Kings Bench in Ireland they both returned to Ireland 
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and first paid a visit to his father Lord Killeen and erected a cross there 

commemorating this bridal visit. This cross is still to be seen. 

Sir Thomas Plunkett who was a lawyer managed to get back the Rathmore 
and Cruisetown property for his wife. They recovered the treasure buried 
in Rathmore and raised the chest sunk in Cruisetown lake. Sir Thomas 
Plunkett and Mary Anne Cruys established the long dynasty of Plunketts 
at Rathmore. They endowed the church at Rathmore and are buried there, 

Sir Thomas Plunkett in 1471 and Mary Anne some years later. After such 
a romantic story who could say “History is boring”. 

  

CRUISETOWN MOTTE 

ST JOHN’S ABBEY 

This monastery belonged to the Knights Hospitallers of St. John of 
Jerusalem and was established at Nobber by Walter De Lacy during the 
reign of Richard the Lion-Hearted at the end of the twelfth century. 
During the later years the priors were no longer selected from the houses 
of the order in England but from among the Anglo Irish Butlers, 
Fitzgeralds and Talbots who were not so much interested in the goods of 
religion as in their family fortunes. The Abbey was prosperous during the 

fourteenth century but by the end of the fifteenth century it had decayed. 
The lands were leased to Peter Barnwell by Robert Evers in 1499. 
However, all the property of the knights was surrendered to Henry VIII in 
1535 at the confiscation of the monasteries and in 1540 this order was 
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supressed in Ireland. The buildings were in ruins in 1588 and Queen 
Elizabeth granted a lease to Alexander Barnwell of Robertstown for 
twenty one years On condition that he build within two years - “such 
fortifications as shall be thought meet by our deputy and council for the 
strenthening of our borders against O’Reilly and McMahon”. 

A further grant of the property was given to Patrick Barnwell in 1591 for 
sixty One years at an annual rent of fifty marks for the first twenty one 

years and sixty three pounds, twelve shillings and two pence hapenny Irish 
money for the remainder of the lease. 

D
R
U
M
C
O
N
R
A
T
H
 

    

   

L
O
B
I
N
S
T
O
W
N
 

; 
SU

UL
IA

N 
ab

 
TO
WN
 

xy
. 

  

    

   

  

  

    

  

  

  

       
  

  

              

         

  

    

LANDOWNERS 1640 Z are a 
i oO: 1 =z = 

The Civil Survey of 1654 «ecorded the principal landowners around 5 P 7 | 2 . : 
Nobber in 1640, Christopher Cruice held Cruisetown and Altmush. Lord Of” 8 | AE TC \EN 
Gormanstown held Nobber, Kilbride, Cloghreagh and Tarman. The Oo § eae SS “4, * ” 
townland of Nobber is described as having “one Mantion house, on eS A : my = ‘y= Ss = 
church, three Ele Wares, on Mill, one bridge by sayd house and an other «| 23 s | h : 5 
leading to Sallysook”. Kilbride had a fishing weir. Sellar is called pee 3 gee 2 fa 
“Sallersook” and was owned by Lord Gormanstown. John Balfe held the 7s 2 a5 : rad aA 
townland of Cregg, on which there was an old castle and a stone house, IT el OPE \ 4 f S 
and the townland of Cloughmacow. Patrick Cruise held Brittas and SA Se se Fy 
probably lived at the castle there. Christopher Plunkett owned Ardmagh oT <| 45 3 
where there was an old castle. The Archbishop of Armagh held a. . 3 : sf | 

Julianstown (then called Gillianstown) and Arrigal. ™ Bat opis ee ,8 

mth PEA | 3 ; — YEE THE 1641 REBELLION _) +8 yaar a) 
It is said that the church at Nobber was destroyed or severely damaged —_ ' ~~ e ae 
during the wars of 1641. The Irish rebels held the Minister from Lurgan as } , “ 
a prisoner from October 1641 to August 1643 and he said “that the rebels = = Pd 
had resolved when he was with them never to hold any castle after they ) iS - Kw” 

lost Suddan, and Nobber was Burnt. Nor to meet the English in any = : . 

pitched battle”. = jo e a 
There is a tradition in the parish that the priest at Cruicetown, a Father 5 4 
Gargan, was stoned to death by Puritans at Robertstown. 2 = 

> 
HH 

4 
= 
= 

6 
= 

SHOWING TOWNLANDS AND 
Based on the Ordnance Survey by 

permission of the Government - Permit No. 5393 

The bridge on the Kells-Kilmainham road in Altmush townland was 
known as Ballynagall or the bridge of the Foreigners and there was 
supposed to have been a number of Protestants killed there during the 
rebellion of 1640 or 1690. 

NOBBER CATHOLIC PARISH 
SURROUNDING PARISHES . 
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Sir Thomas Tichborne was given the order "to summon the Nobber. and 
other places possessed by the rebels” after the Battle of Dungan’s Hill in 
1647. 

CROMWELL 

Cromwell arrived in Ireland in 1649. A hill at Possexstown is said to have 

been the site of a battle at this time and so is called Cromwell’s hill. 

There were widespread confiscations in the area following the Puritan 
victory and local tradition has it that Spiddal in Galway was founded by 
exiles from Nobber. 

BISHOPS DOPPING’S VISITATION BOOK 1682 - 
1685 

Bishop Doppings, Protestant Bishop of Meath, visited all the parishes of 
his diocese On a regular basis and reported on each of them in his 
Visitation Book. These were edited by C.C. Ellison and published in 
Riocht na Midhe. At St. John the Baptist Protestant Church in Nobber the 
Bishop reported that a service took place once a fortnight conducted by 
Edward Roberts, the curate who resided at Clongil. Murtagh Carolan was 
the parish priest. John Kernan was the Catholic schoolmaster. There were 
two Protestant families residing in the area. The church and chancel were 
in ruins since the 1641 Rebellion. There were two chapels in the parish:- 
Eniskeen and Ardagh. The church-yard was not fenced in. There was no 
glebehouse (residence for the clergymen): - just a waste house and garden. 
The old church was in ruins and the tower was “open at the top, vaulted at 

the bottom”. 

From Cruisetown he reported that the patrons of St. James’ Church were 
Cruise of Naul and the king. Dr. John Stearne snr. was the rector and he 
resided in Dublin. There was no curate. Philip Reilly was the parish priest. 
There were no Prostants residing in the parish. The church and chancel 
were in ruins. The churchyard was not fenced in. There were two stangs 
and a housestead as a glebe. A glebe was a house for the clergyman and 
the lands belonging to the church. A stang is an old unit of land. The 
parish extended “into the town of Cruisetown, Moydaragh and half of 
Altmagh”’. 
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KING JAMES II 

James II fought his son-in-law William of Orange for the English Crown. 
James was using Ireland as a spring board to commence his campaign to 
regain the crown. 

During the 1689 Campaign James’ forces established themselves in 
Leinster, Munster and Connaught, while scattering his army from Trim to 

Drogheda leaving a small infantry garrison at Nobber. During that winter 
James is said to have held court in Cabra Castle thus giving Kingscourt its 
name. 

Peter Cruise of Nobber was an officer in King James’s Army at the Battle 
of the Boyne. After the Treaty of Limerick and his estates having been 
confiscated, he was on the point of joining the flight of the Wild Geese to 
France, when he was persuaded to stay by Sir John Fleming of Staholmuck 
who granted him a 99 year lease on the townland of Rahood. 

At Whitewood crossroads near Mc Dermott’s public house were four stone 
crosses. These are often identified as croppy graves but more probably 
belong to the period of a century earlier. John O’Donovan records in 1836 
“These crosses are about 3ft. high by 9 inches and are said to have been 

erected there by the friends of the Earl of Cavan when he and his three 
associates were murdered there shortly after the Battle of the Boyne”. 
These crosses could not be located in 1991. 

Many of the Catholic land owners were dispossessed during Cromwell’s 
time and after the Battle of the Boyne. The Balfe family of Cregg, the 
Cruise family of Brittas, the Plunkett family of Ardmagh and the Plunkett 
family of Possextown lost their lands. It was about this time that Brittas 
passed from the Cruise family to the Blighs. 

THE BLIGH FAMILY OF BRITTAS 

John Bligh was a citizen of London and the founder of the Bligh family in 
this country. He came as an agent to the Adventurers after the 1641 
rebellion, but he later became an adventurer himself by subscribing £600 
and got amongst other land the Rathmore property in 1657 formerly 
owned by the Plunketts. The family amassed a huge estate of land 
becoming the biggest landowners in the county. Thomas Bligh was the only « 

son of John Bligh and lived in Rathmore Castle. He married Elizabeth 
Naper of Loughcrew. They had four sons and six daughters. Their eldest 
son was created the Earl of Darnley. Their second son was General 
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Thomas Bligh whose story is outlined in the next section. Thomas Bligh 
acquired Brittas and when he died without an heir the lands at Brittas 
passed to his nephew, Thomas Cherburgh Bligh. The lands then passed to 
Thomas Cherburgh’s second son Edward who passed them onto his son, 
Frederick Cherburgh. His only son, Frederick Arthur, was a major in the 
British Army and was killed on active service in 1915 during the First 
World War. His daughter Gwendolen Mary inherited the property. She 
married Brigadier Croker Edmund Barrington of Limerick in 1933. 
Brigadier Barrington was killed in Burma in 1944. Mrs. Barrington died 
recently, 

GENERAL THOMAS BLIGH 

Thomas Bligh who lived from 1695 to 1775 was the son of Thomas Bligh 
of Rathmore, His eldest brother, John was created Earl of Darnley in 
1725, Thomas joined the Army and was Captain in the army in 1717 and 
had risen to the rank of Lieutenant General by 1754. 

The General took part in a number of continental wars including the War 
of the Austrian Succession and the Seven Years War. Both these wars 
were against the French. A mausoleum commemorates the General on his 
property at Brittas. The inscription reads - Mausoleum. Thomas Bligh, 
Lieutenant - General of His Majesty’s Forces, and General of Horse, who 
France’s Arms withstood at Dettingen, at Valve, at Melle, at Fontenoy and 
Cherbourge. Not for his own but his country’s good he made this 
improvement, built all these Houses and Temples since the year 1732. 
Born A.D.1695, Died Aug. the 17, 1775, aged 80 years”. This mausoleum 
sits in a rise of ground, to the south of Brittas House, to the east of the 
wood which Thomas named “Cherbourg” to commemorate his victory, and 
is approximately five foot square. He was Commander-in-Chief of the 
British Forces in France and the taking of Cherbourg was his last act in 
military service. He retired to Brittas where he planted lime trees in the 
formations in which he had his troops at the Battle of Cherbourg. One of 
the fields was called “The Soldier’s Field”. 

Tradition has it that a Catholic priest Father McDermott saved the 
General’s life at the battle of Fontenoy. Father McDermott later became 
parish priest of Nobber and called at Brittas for a subscription for a new 
church. Bligh was having a dinner party that night when a servant brought 
the news that a priest was calling looking for a subscription. “Tell the 
black-coated rascal to go to the devil or I will set my dogs on him”. Dr. 
McDermott said loudly “This is a poor return for saving a man’s life”. 
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Bligh heard the answer and called him back, recognised him and 
apologised and gave him a subscription and prevailed upon his guests to 
do the same. Thomas married twice, firstly to Elizabeth Bury and secondly 

to Frances Jones but he had no children. Other sources however state that 
the General never married. His estates went to his nephew, Thomas 
Cherbourg Bligh who married his cousin, the daughter of the Earl of 
Darnley. 

General Bligh is buried at Rathmore outside Athboy. A plague shows the 
military weapons of the time including cannon, cannon balls, drum, bugle, 

swords, spears, powder horns, battle standard and battle axe. The Bligh 
coat of arms are also depicted. The inscription again recounts the victories 
in which the General participated. 

IRISH POETS 

In the parishes of Moybolge and Kilmainhamwood and the surrounding 
areas of east County Cavan and north County Meath, there resided a very 
remarkable group of Irish Scribes, the last representatives of a literary 
school which may be traced back to a period two or three centuries earlier. 

“Was there ever anything half so sweet or to be compared to our dear but 
neglected Irish Language”. These are words of Peter Galligan who was 
born on the 29th June 1793. His place of birth is not known but he lived 
for the most part of his life at Ballymacane in the parish of Moynalty. This 
is near Ardamagh. In 1814 he commenced his career as a hedge 

schoolmaster. In one of his surviving manuscripts he records the places 
where he held school - Ardmagh, Castlecom and Cruicetown are 

mentioned. He taught in twelve different places in twelve years. The 
subjects he taught included Reading, Writing, Arthmetic, Geography and 
Catholic Catechism. Peter Galligan is best known on account of his 
manuscript collection. About a dozen of his manuscripts are now known to 
exist but they are scattered in a number of libraries. Some are in 
Edinburgh University while others are in the National Library and the 
Royal Irish Academy. Peter Galligan died sometime in early 1860 and is 
interred in the old cemetery of Kilmainhamwood. 

James Tevlin (1798-1873) was a popular poet and a close friend of 
Galligan. He lived at Billywood, near Moynalty. 

Owen Smith, an amateur historian in the latter part of the last century had 
a manuscript containing poems from Tevlin and Galligan. Henry Morris 
visited Nobber while carrying out research into the Ulster poets. He met 
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Owen Smith, who would allow him to transcribe a manuscript containing 
poems written by Galligan, but would not allow him to take away the 
manuscript. The old man said, “I want to keep it here to show that there 
once was learning in Nobber”. 

Sean O’Neachtain (1670-1730) was a native of Nobber. He was a literary 
man, a poet and a Jacobite. He wrote a wonderful musical elegy on the 
Queen Mary D'Este, widow of James II, who died in 1718. His best known 
poem would be “Maggy Laidir”. This poetic speech was supposed to have 
been given at an Irish Feast. A toast was made first to Ireland under the 
name “Maggy Laidir”, then to the ancient families of the four provinces, 
then the Clergy of Ireland, concluding with a curse on the enemies of 
Ireland and blessing on her friends. 

Cathal Buidhe was a Cavan poet from the Meath border. His most famous 
works was his “Aithreachas” or “Repentence”, several manuscripts of 
which still exist. 

Other poets worth mentioning are Brian Rabhach O Cleirigh a native of 
Moybologue, Peter Coalrake lived at Whitewood and wrote many poems 
in Irish. Michael Clarke another poet also lived at Whitewood. 

TURLOUGH O’CAROLAN 

The last of the Irish bards, Turlough O’Carolan, was born near Nobber in 
Co. Meath in 1670, His exact birthplace is not known. Some experts state 
that he was born two miles from Nobber on the Kells road at Newtown 
(Baile Nua). Others favour the townland of Spiddal, a mile and a half 
nearer Nobber village. 

As with many famous people of so long ago, there are conflicting reports 
about his early life. He is said to have gone to school at Cruisetown. There 
he met and fell in love with Bridget Cruise for whom he was to later 
compose a number of tunes. Other stories have it that Cromwell’s settlers 
moved his parents off their lands and they went to Carrick-on-Shannon in 
1675 or 1676. 

When the family arrived in Leitrim, they fell under the patronship of Mrs. 
MacDermott Roe of Alderford. She saw promise in the young O’Carolan 
and allowed him to join family lessons, even paying for special classes on 
the harp. Turlough proved to have a natural genius for music and poetry 
but became a poor harpist. 

An attack of smallpox resulted in blindness in his late teens or early 20s. 
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Making light of his dis- 
ability, O’Carolan 
often remarked: “My 
eyes have been trans- 

planted into my ears”. 

His poem “The Fairy 
Queen”, written in 

1693 tells the story of 

a great battle between 

two rival clans of 

fairies who inhabited % 

neighbouring forts in 

Leitrim. It marks his 
first recorded work as 

a bard. 

That year Mrs. Mac 

Dermott Roe supplied 
him with a good horse 

and an attendant har- 

per and so he set out 

to begin his life as an 

itinerant bard. His 

patroness was rewar- 
ded for her generosity 
by being honoured in four or five of the bard’s tunes. 
  

During his life as a travelling bard, he visited Meath on many occasions 
and travelled the whole northern half of Ireland. He wrote more than 200 
pieces of music. Many of these tunes were lost, including 14 dedicated to 

Bridget Cruise. 

Bards were honoured guests at all the “Big Houses” of the time with both 
Catholic and Protestant gentry making O’Carolan welcome. He in turn 
composed a tune in honour of his hosts or their families. His patrons’ 
names have been preserved in his tunes - Planxty Dillon, Planxty Peyton, 
Kelly, Sudley Wilkinson, Wynne, Bellew, Jones, O’Flynn, Wrixon, Drew, 

O’Hara, Power and Irwin. 

At one house O’Carolan visited the butler, O’Flynn, was sent by the 

mistress to guard the wine cellar from the guest. The bard, who was fond 
of a drop of the “hard stuff’, was not happy at being cut off from his 
supply and wrote the following couplet:- 
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