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The Famine 

Introduction 

Stlos 1141siwail Pitmen Is ono of the best known Irish leaders. His 
hottkill mind as is landlord, is Protestant, being educated largely in England 
mailo him on unlikely nationalist. Ile concentrated on peaceful 

enlist lint lona I maims to solve Ireland's problems. Parnell brought the cause 
of I tholi self government to the very centre of the political stage. Meath 
launched him on to that political stage in 1875 when he was elected Member 
of Parliament for the constituency. This study concentrates on Parnell's 
connection to Meath both during and after his lifetime. The period covers his 
entrance to politics when as the Nation newspaper states "the priest and the 
people were thoroughly and heartily united" 2  in support of Parnell to the 
close of his career when the church had taken a stand on his divorce and the 
party he had built up was divided as were the people of Meath. Parnell gave 
the Irish people a sense of self-respect and his impact on the land question 
changed the face of rural Ireland. 

III. 2. The Workhouse at Kells 

Charles Stewart Parnell was born at Avondale, Co. Wicklow on 27th June 1846 
at the height of the Famine. While Wicklow and Meath escaped the worst 
ravages of the Famine, both counties suffered as a result of the failure of the 
potato crop. In 1845 blight attacked the potato crop, the staple food source for 
the Irish people. The following year the crop was a total failure and people 
perished in their thousands. On the day of Parnell's birth the Freeman's 
Journal newspaper ran the headline "Disease in the New Potato Crop" 3. 
Between 1845 and 1850 the Famine caused over one million deaths and a 
further million to emigrate. In Meath alone about 20,000 people died as a 
direct result of famine conditions. Still more fled the county, seeking the 
emigrant ship from Dublin or Drogheda. Many of the emigrants were packed 
into old, unseaworthy ships. So many people died of disease on board that the 
ships became known as 'coffin ships'. The vast majority of emigrants went to 

  

3  Freeman's Journal, 27th June, 1846 

 

2  Nation, 24th April, 1875 
4 
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America and subsequently formed the support for the Irish nationalist 
movement. They later supported the work of Parnell in reforming the land 
system and promoting independence for Ireland. 

Meath suffered one of the highest rates of depopulation in the Eastern region in 
the 1840s. There were instances of landlord clearances whereby groups of 
tenants were either sponsored GI-  encouraged to emigrate. Whole estates or 
townlands could be cleared if it suited the landlord's interests. The Darnley 
estate lands at Ballivor, the Chapman lands at Killua and the Naper Estate at 
Oldcastle were cleared during this period. 

Ily 1845 workhouses and fever hospitals had been established in each of the 
five poor law unions - Trim, Navan, Kens, Oldcastle and Dunshaughlin - into 
which Meath had been divided. These workhouses became refuges for 
111011N1111liN Of poor, starving and dispossessed people during the Famine years. 
Many thud In those overcrowded conditions and were buried in paupers graves. 

Fenianism 

The Fenian movement was founded in New York in 1856 and was 
eml ahlished in Ireland two years later. The movement sought the establish-
ment of an independent Irish republic, secured the support of the working class 
and aimed at building up an armed organisation in order to launch a 
rebellion. Many Irish emigrants fought in the American Civil War. When 
this war was over thousands of trained Irish-Americans were enrolled into 
the American branch of the Fenian movement. 

The movement in Ireland was moving steadily towards a rebellion when the 
British administration arrested the leaders. The planned rising took place in 
1867 but it was on a small-scale and easily suppressed by the British. The 
failure of the rising resulted in a loss of popular support for the physical action 
group. Actions by the Fenians in Britain brought home to the British public and 
politicians that there were problems in Ireland which needed to be addressed. 
Gladstone, the Liberal politician, saw from the Fenian unrest that something had 
to be done to help Ireland. 

Parnell's sister, Fanny, wrote letters to the Irish People newspaper in support 
of the Fenian prisoners and many Fenian fugitives found a safe haven in the 
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Ill. 3. John Boyle O'Reilly 

Parnell home in Dublin. The hanging of Allen, Larkin and O'Brien, three Fenians 
executed for the murder of a police sergeant, was a turning point in Parnell's 
life and it set him irrevocably in favour of the Irish Nationalist cause. In 1876 
he declared in the House of Parliament that the men had not committed 
murder. Parnell campaigned for the release of Fenian prisoners from English 
prisons. Four of the leaders of the Land League, which had Parnell as its 
President, were former Fenians. 

The most prominent Meath Fenian, John Boyle O'Reilly, was born at Dowth, 
Co. Meath in 1844 where his father was school master at the Netterville 
Institute. O'Reilly served as an apprentice on the local newspaper, the 
Drogheda Argus, before moving to Britain where he became involved in the 
Fenian movement. 

Returning to Ireland O'Reilly joined the British army where he set about 
recruiting support for the Fenian cause. He was betrayed, arrested and 
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condemned to death. The sentence was later changed to imprisonment for 
life. In October 1867 he was transported to Australia on the last convict ship, 
the Hougomont, to sail to the penal colony. His literary ability was 
demonstrated when he edited a weekly paper entitled 'The Wild Goose' 
on the convict ship. He made a dramatic escape from the penal colony to 
America on a whaleship. 

In the U.S.A. O'Reilly continued his career as a journalist eventually becom-
ing editor and joint owner of the Boston Pilot. He encouraged many aspiring 
young Irish and American writers including W.B. Yeats, Douglas Hyde, Lady 
Wilde and Thomas Darcy McGee. The Moondyne, a novel published in 1890, 
is his most famous work. O'Reilly helped to arrange the escape of six of the 
remaining Fenian prisoners from Australia, aboard the Catalpa, in 1876. 

AN Member of Parliament for Meath, Parnell supported the Amnesty 
ANNocintion which sought the release of Fenian prisoners. 

Education 
lima was educated in England as were many children of the landlord class 
but at this period great progress was being made in Irish education. In 1831 
lord Stanley, the Chief Secretary, introduced the National School system to 
Ireland and by 1850 this system was almost uniformly accepted throughout the 
country. State grants were given for the establishment of schools under a local 
patron or manager. The local manager had the right to appoint or dismiss teach-
ers and the National Board contributed two thirds of the cost of building a 
school. The teachers received training and their salary was paid by the State 
rather than the students. Literacy levels for those over five years were raised 
from 53% in 1851 to 87% in 1901. Newspapers grew in popularity as more 
people became literate. The affairs of Parnell and his efforts for Home Rule 
and land reform were eagerly followed by readers which assisted Parnell in 
securing popular support. 

Reading, writing and arithmetic were the main subjects taught with a little 
geography and in higher classes - needle work and agriculture. All subjects 
were taught through English with neither Irish language nor history being 
taught. In 1899 the Board of Technical Instruction was established which 
provided for technical training at secondary level. 

Model Schools were to be established throughout Ireland to promote non-
denominational education and to show the most modern methods of teaching. 
Trim Model School was opened in 1850 and its principal, Michael Frehill, was 
the first Catholic to be appointed headmaster of a state run school since the 
Penal Laws (which prohibited Catholic headmasters) were enacted. Mr. Frehill's 
grandson was Frank Duff, the founder of the Legion of Mary. The Model School 
was also utilised for teacher training. The churches refused to accept these 
teachers because Model Schools were non-denominational. From 1863 there 
was a church ban on Catholics attending Model Schools. 

The Catholic church sought to secure a Catholic education system for Catholic 
children as they feared that the education system would be used as a means of 
converting their members to Protestantism. The intention of the Board of 
Commissioners of National Education in Ireland was that children of all 
religions would be educated together. The Church of Ireland and the 
Presbyterian church also objected to a non-denominational system. The State 
funding provided by the National Board was attractive to local schools and 
eventually a compromise arose with regard to the teaching of religion. Schools 
were to be open to all denominations and children were to be instructed in a 
religion which was approved by their parents or guardians. By the turn of the 
century almost all the schools in the country were being managed by the local 
clergy. Parnell supported the Catholic church's stand with regard to 
denominational education and spoke in favour of it at his selection as a 
candidate for election at Navan in 1875. Bishop Nulty, the Bishop of Meath, 
encouraged Catholics to attend Catholic schools. 

Less than 6% of children advanced from primary level to secondary level at the 
turn of the twentieth century. St. Finian's College in Navan was the only 
second level school operating in the county in the nineteenth century. This 
school served the Catholic Diocese of Meath with many of its students 
advancing to the priesthood. 

Disestablishment of the Church of Ireland 

According to the 1861 census members of the Church of Ireland amounted to 
11% of the population, yet this church was recognised as the established State 
church and financially supported by the State. 



Gladstone supported the non-funding of the Church of Ireland by the 
State as a means of resolving one of Ireland's grievances and he 
introduced a resolution to this effect in Parliament in March 1868. The 
local vestries and church members in Meath were against the proposal to 
disestablish the church. The Irish Church Act was passed in July 1869 
but did not come into force until the first of January 1871. The move was 
welcomed by the Catholic majority in Ireland. 

A General Convention of the Church of Ireland was held to re-organise 
the church. Delegates from Meath took a leading part in the discussions 
with regard to the re-organisation. The disestablished church had a re-
duced income and a reduced staff. A small number of churches in Meath 
were closed due to low attendances but no less than nine churches were 
built in the Diocese of Meath following disestablishment. 

In the latter half of the nineteenth century church membership in the 
diocese decreased due to a number of factors. Many church members 
left the country districts to move to urban centres. Less labour was 
required when the agricultural practice changed with the abandonment 
of tillage. Emigration to America and the colonies also resulted in church 
membership declining. 

Parnell represented the Diocese of Glendalough in the Church of Ireland 
Synod after 1870 and so took a role in the re-organisation of the church 
after disestablishment. In 1868 he had canvassed Wicklow in support of 
the candidate who was pledged to the disestablishment of the Church of 
Ireland. 
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Railways 

The building of the railways brought new prosperity and changed life for many 
rural dwellers following the Famine. The Irish railway lines between the major 
cities of Dublin, Cork, Belfast and Galway were finished by 1855. 

Ill. 4. Trim Railway Station 
The railways increased mobility and employment and cut the time and cost of 
travel. Farmers, commercial travellers and other businesses benefited from 
the new services. Cattle could be transported conveniently from remote areas 
which also encouraged the change-over from tillage to pasture. The intro-
duction of the railways also accelerated the rate of emigration. 

The railway extension to Trim in 1864 led to an improvement in the 
commercial activity of the town. In 1850 the Navan-Drogheda line was opened. 
In 1853 this line was extended to Kells and in 1863 to Oldcastle. In 1858 the 
Dublin and Meath Railway was incorporated to make a direct line from Dublin 
to Athboy and Navan; this work took four years to complete and in August 
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1862 the line to Navan was opened. The Great Northern Railway published a 
guide to the attractions of the Boyne Valley and the area serviced by the 
railway, laying the basis for a tourism industry. 

The railway network arrived in Rathdrum in the early 1860s thus bringing the 
benefits of the new transport system to Parnell's home at Avondale. The 
railway company paid the sum of £3,000 in compensation for laying tracks 
across the Avondale estate. 

Land 
In the early nineteenth century Ireland consisted of large estates with tenant 
farmers working the land. Landlords charged whatever rent they could obtain. 
If a tenant improved his holding then the landlord could increase the rent. The 
tenant could be evicted at any time regardless of ability to pay. The Gov-
ernment was on the side of the landlords and on eviction day the bailiffs were 
assisted by armed police. Many tenants turned to violence and secret societies 
were formed. Attacks on landlords and their agents were commonplace 
particularly when agriculture suffered a down-turn. 

The decade following the Famine brought instability into the lives of the small 
tenant farmers. During the Famine years rents were unpaid or only partly paid; 
the soil was ruined by the potato blight and many landlords, already heavily in 
debt, faced bankruptcy. To cope with this problem the government passed the 
Encumbered Estates Act which set up a commission or court to sell heavily 
mortgaged estates. The majority of the new proprietors were Irish, who bought 
land as an investment on strict business terms, looking for a good return for 
their money. In the next ten years over three thousand estates were sold by this 
court including a number in Meath. 

To redress the inequalities in the land system two Catholic curates organ-
ised a tenant protection society in Callan, Co. Kilkenny in October 1849. Twenty 
similar societies were established by July 1850. These amalgamated to form 
the Tenant League. The aims of the League were that tenants should be 
assured of a fair rent fixed by an impartial valuation, tenants should have 
security of tenure as long as they paid their rents and they should be able to sell 
their interest in their holdings. 
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Ill. 5. Meath Lads on their garden plot at Crossakiel. 

Dr. Cantwell, Bishop of Meath, helped in the formation of the tenants' rights 
movement. He was a leader in forming the policy of opposition to the British 
governments which led to the rising influences of the Irish nationalist 
Members of Parliament. One of the leaders of the tenant movement was 
Frederick Lucas who was Member of Parliament for Meath from 1852 to 1855. 
Lucas was editor of the Tablet newspaper, and worked towards obtaining 
justice for the Irish tenant farmers. Lucas went to Rome in 1854 to appeal to 
the Pope in the hopes of securing support from the Bishops for the cause but his 
appeal was in vain. 

The Tenant League appealed mostly to the better off farmers. The League hoped 
to achieve its objectives through an independent Irish party at Westminster but 
by 1854 the League had collapsed. The price of agricultural goods had increased 
and the tenants lost interest in campaigning, being in a better position to pay 
the rent demanded. Two of the leading members of the League - John Sadler 
and William Keogh, were offered good positions by the English government 
and accepted them and therefore support for the League was lost. The Irish 
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Members of Parliament were not a cohesive group until Parnell provided them 
with the leadership required to unite them in the late 1870s. 

Parnell inherited the family estate at Avondale on his coming of age and 
maintained good relations with his tenants. He was an improving landlord and 
sought to bring industry to the area, building a timber mill and attempting to set 
up a quarry and a mine in order to make the estate pay. When nominated as a 
candidate for Meath in 1875 his seconder said that neither he nor his father had 
ever evicted a tenant. 

Parnell's Early Life 
In 1795 William Parnell, M.P. for Wicklow from 1817 to 1820, inherited the 
estate at Avondale, Co. Wicklow where his grandson Charles was born on June 
27th 1846. Another member of the family, Sir John Parnell, was one of the 
strongest opponents of the Act of Union which dissolved the Irish Parliament 
and brought Ireland under the control of the British Parliament. 

Charles spent the early part of his life in England and was just thirteen years 
old when his father died. His mother, Delia Tudor Stewart Parnell, an 
American of Irish ancestry, became an Irish nationalist and influenced Charles 
in this direction. She was a daughter of Admiral Stewart, Old Ironsides, of the 
U.S. Navy who had fought the British in the Anglo-American War of 1812. 

Charles was said to be a difficult child, headstrong and self-willed. Educated in 
England, first at Yeovil, Somerset and later at Cambridge, mathematics was his 
best subject. At the age of twenty three he was suspended from Cambridge for 
a minor breach of discipline. Leaving without any academic qualifications he 
spent the next five years at Avondale. His interests were mainly scientific with 
engineering and machinery becoming his life long hobbies. 

In 1874, his brother-in-law suggested that Charles should enter politics. Charles 
decided to stand for Wicklow as a Home Ruler at the General Election, but as 
he was High Sheriff of the county at that time, the Government refused him 
permission to resign. Charles had been converted to the cause of an 
independent parliament for Ireland, Home Rule, following the execution of 
the Manchester Martyrs, three Fenians who had been hanged after being 
convicted of killing a policeman in an attempt to rescue a Fenian prisoner. 
Charles convinced his brother, John, to stand for election in Wicklow in his 
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Ill. 6. Parnell at eight years of age. 

place but he was defeated. 

Charles then offered himself as a candidate for Co. Dublin. He financed his 
own campaign, thereby saving costs for the National Party which had little or 
no funds at that time. Standing as a Home Rule candidate Parnell was defeated 
by the Conservative candidate, Colonel Taylor. The election cost him £2,000. 
Few people expected him to make a major impact as he appeared to be shy, 
awkward and a poor speaker. He was a tall handsome man with striking eyes, a 
clear and cultured voice and an aloof manner. Isaac Butt, leader of the Irish 
Home Rule Party, said "unless I am mistaken, the Saxon will find him an ugly 
customer, although he is a good looking fellow" 4. 

4  The Life of Charles Stewart Parnell, R. Barry O'Brien, Vol. I, Page 73 
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Elected M.P. for Meath 
Following the death of John Martin, M.P. for Meath in 1875, Parnell decided to 
seek the nomination for the vacant seat. John Martin supported the Young 
Irelandorm, is nationalist group which led a rebellion in 1848. Martin was found 

µHilly a treason and sentenced to transportation for ten years. After five years 
In Vim Dlemen's Land he was pardoned on condition of exile from Ireland, a 

vontlItIon which MIN removed in 1856. Martin returned to Ireland and was 
tilected M.P. for Meath in 1871.1Ie became secretary of the Home Rule League. 
Martin endorsed the Parnell family as trustworthy and loyal to the cause of 
Ireland, Known as 'llonest John Martin' he died on the 25th March 1875 and 
this opened the way for a by-election in Meath. 

Charles Stewart Parnell was nominated as the official Home Rule candidate in 
the study hall of St. Finian's Seminary, Navan. Parnell by his argument and 
personal charm managed to secure the support of the Bishop of Meath, Dr. 
Nulty, who was instrumental in securing his nomination as a candidate. Parnell 
began his canvass with the farmers at the market in Drogheda. He visited the 
major towns of the area - Navan, Kells, Duleek, Trim and Athboy. The people 
of Kells took the horses from his carriage and drew the carriage for a mile 
outside the town. 

On April 5th 1875 Parnell visited Navan where he was well received. Parnell 
arrived by morning train with his supporters and told the assembled voters that 
he would support fixity of tenure and fair rents for tenant farmers. He said 
"This country would rule her affairs and make her laws, and that was what he 
understood by Home Rule"5. Parnell relied heavily on the support of the 
Roman Catholic clergy in his campaign. Fr. Tormey, who was involved in the 
Tenant League, addressed the crowds at the selection meeting as did Fr. Behan. 
Nationalists said that Parnell worked energetically throughout the campaign. 
The other candidates were J.T. Hinds, an independent Home Ruler and J.L. 
Naper, a Tory. The election took place on 17th April 1875. Parnell and his agent 
had canvassed every town, parish and village in the county including Longwood, 
Summerhill, Dunshaughlin and Rathcore. 

Drogheda Argus, 17th April 1875 
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MR. PARNELL, M.P., .AND HIS .CON- 
STIT CENTS. 

At a meeting, mainly composed of R.C. clergy-
man, held in Navan ou.Thursday, 28th August—
the Very Rev. T. Lynch, P.P., V.F., in the chair 
—the following,, among other resolutions,- were 
carried :— 

Proposed by Rev. H. Behan, P.P., Enfield, and 
seconded by N. Kelly, Esq., T.C. :—" That the 
secretaries am hereby empowered and directed 
to invite our distinguished representative, Chas. 
S. Parnell, Esq., to a public banquet, to be given 
in the month of September next, by his consti-
tuents, in recognition of his splendid services, in 
token of their gratitude and confidence, and their 
pi ido in having him for their member, whose 
policy is the only hope and the last Constitu-
tional refuge of this afflicted country." 

Proposed by Rev. H. Barton, and seconded by 
J. Healy-, Esq., T.C.:—" That in Order to gratify 
the intense longing of the whole people of Meath, 
they be invited by public placard to repair to 
Navan in their thousands on the day of 'the ban-
quet to see and to hear their country's cham-
pion." 

Proposed by Rev. P. Canary, P.P., Slane, and 
seconded by Rev. E. Murray, P.P., Johnstown 
"That Mr. Ennis, M.P., and other Parliamentary 
representatives be invited to meet Mr. Parnell on 
the occasion of -his visit to Navau." 

7. Drogheda Independent. September 6th 1879 

When the results were announced on April 19th 1875 Parnell headed the poll 
with 1,771 votes, Mr. Naper received 902 votes and Mr. Hinds received 138 
votes. Bonfires blazed in celebration and the successful candidate was carried 
shoulder-high around Market Square in Trim. On April 22nd Parnell took his 
seat in the House of Commons for the first time. In his maiden speech he 
declared that Ireland was not a geographical fragment of England but a nation. 

The Home Rule movement was founded in 1870 by Isaac Butt, a Protestant 
barrister and formerly a unionist who had been converted to nationalism after 
witnessing the suffering caused by the Great Famine. Initially Butt proposed a 
federal system with a subordinate Dublin parliament with control over Irish 
domestic affairs. In the general election of 1874, the Home Rule party won 
more than half the Irish seats. 

The Irish Home Rule party was not united, within its ranks there were a variety 
of opinions. Some of its members felt that the right policy was to attack and 
exasperate both British parties by obstructing the work of the Parliament. By 
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making amendments and lengthy speeches the obstructionists caused the 
House of Commons to be in session for long periods, in one case for twenty 
six hours and caused delays in the working of the house. Parnell told a 
meeting in Navan in 1875 "They do not want great speakers (in the House of 
Commons) but men who would always vote right". Parnell joined Joseph 
Biggar in obstructing the work of the parliament even to the degree of calling 
down the condemnation of Isaac Butt on himself. Butt repudiated 
obstructionism and the policy alienated the English but was extremely 
popular with the Irish public. Parnell soon gained a mastery of parliamentary 
procedure and made full use of the technique of obstructionism in the House 
of Commons. 

Parnell's powers of leadership were soon recognised. In August 1877 Parnell 
replaced Butt as President of the Home Rule Confederation of Great Britain 
and after Isaac Butt died in 1879 Parnell became leader of the Irish Home 
Rule Party. 

In 1879 a meeting largely composed of Catholic clergy invited Parnell to a 
banquet at Navan during the month of September. Parnell was greeted by 
twenty thousand supporters in Market Square, Navan and the banquet was 
held in the C.Y.M.S. Hall. 

In the 1880 election Parnell was nominated as a candidate for Meath, Mayo 
and Cork city. He was elected to all three constituencies and decided to 
represent Cork City. The Tories contributed a sum of £250 to Parnell to help 
his Cork election campaign in the hopes of splitting the nationalist vote. In 
April 1884 Parnell was granted the freedom of Drogheda by Mayor Connolly. 

Words of the Dead Chief C.S. Parnell, Compiled by J.Wyse-Power , Page 3 
18 

Land League 
In 1870 Gladstone placed his Land Bill before Parliament and it was passed 
without opposition. This Act legalised the Ulster Custom, it entitled all tenants 
evicted for causes other than non-payment of rent to receive compensation for 
disturbance and the value of their improvements. It arranged for advances of 
money to be given through the Board of Works to those who wanted to buy 
their holdings from the landlords. This Act did not achieve the desired effect as 
tenants were slow to avail of their rights and so they struggled and borrowed to 
pay high rents and when they fell into arrears were evicted without compensa-
tion. In his nomination address in Navan in 1875 Parnell said that Gladstone's 
Act had proved miserably inadequate. 

Conditions on the land worsened considerably in the late 1870's. Agricultural 
prices fell, harvests were poor and there was widespread failure of the potato 
crop. Evictions increased as the land was cleared for grass and cattle. The 
potato crop in 1877 and 1878 was poor and following the bad summer of 1879 
the crop failed again. 

III. 8. An Eviction Scene 
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In April 1879 a meeting was held at Irishtown, Co. Mayo to protest against the 
action of a local landlord, Canon Bourke, who refused to reduce his 
excessively high rents. Following the meeting the rents were reduced by a 
quarter. Instigator of the meeting was Michael Davitt, a native of Straide, Co. 
Mayo, the son of an evicted tenant farmer. At the age of five Davitt witnessed 
his parents being evicted and their house levelled to the ground because his 
father was unable to pay the rent demanded by the landlord. This bitter memory 
stayed with him for the rest of his life. Davitt believed that the real source of 
Ireland's trouble was the land system and that there would never be 
contentment or peace in the country until the Irish people became owners of 
their land. Imprisoned as a Fenian, Davitt was released in 1878. 

Parnell saw the importance of the Land Question and how it could win popular 
support for Home Rule. The union of former Fenians such as Davitt, the 
American Irish, Clann na Gael, under the leadership of John Devoy and the 
parliamentary force under Parnell became known as the 'New Departure'. This 
group supported reform of the land system as a step on the road to 
independence. On April 20th 1879 a second meeting was held at Westport 
and Parnell advised the tenant farmers to "keep a firm grip on their 
homesteads" 7. 

The Land League was formed at a meeting in the Imperial Hotel, Dublin on 
21st October 1879. The objects of the Land League were fair rents and owner-
ship of the land by the occupiers. John Sweetman of Kells proposed Parnell as 
President of the League. Davitt became Secretary. There was a strong Meath 
representation on the committee including Nicholas Ennis M.P. Claremount, 
Thomas Lynch P.P. Beauparc, Michael Tormey C.C. Beauparc, John Sweetman, 
Kells and Robert H. Metge, Athlumney. The presence of two priests and a 
number of landlords indicated the importance of the League in Meath. 

John Sweetman believed that the land would never be properly cultivated until 
farmers had security of tenure and the people would be dissatisfied until they 
had some stake in the country. Sweetman however disagreed with the workings 
of the Land League and despite Parnell's appeals resigned his membership. 
Due to the agricultural depression there was a large number of labourers near 
starvation. Sweetman undertook some drainage works on his land to provide 
temporary work but eventually decided to assist the foundation of a colony in 

' Freeman's Journal 9th June 1879  

America. He purchased property from the railway companies in Minnesota and 
built houses for new colonists but the project was not a financial success. 

Ill. 9. Michael Davitt 

Dr. Cantwell's successor as Bishop of Meath was Dr. Thomas Nulty who also 
took an active role in land agitation. His first pastoral appointment was as 
curate in Trim in April 1848, where for some time he conducted an average of 
eleven famine funerals per day. As a newly ordained priest he had witnessed 
the eviction of 700 people from their homes in Mountnugent. He anointed the 
sick who were suffering from typhus and was later to discover that over a 
quarter of the 700 people had died within a few years. Having served as 
president of St. Mary's College, Mullingar, he was appointed parish priest of 
Trim in 1863 and became Coadjutor Bishop of Meath the following year. He 
succeeded Bishop Cantwell as Bishop of Meath in 1866. 

In November 1865 the Meath Tenant Right Society was formed which 
represented the union of bishop, priests and people of the diocese. Its main 
aim was to prevent evictions. Bishop Nulty called for the satisfactory 
solution of the Land Question on the principles of justice in a letter to a 
meeting of tenant farmers in Navan in 1869. Nulty and Davitt were both in 
support of a peasant proprietorship as the ultimate solution. Nulty maintained 
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that the land of every country was the gift of its Creator to the people of that 
country. Nulty was hailed throughout his diocese at Land League meetings as 
the patriot bishop and the best supporter of the tenant farmers. 

In a letter Nulty described an eviction in 1871; "a public fact occurring in broad 
daylight surrounded by painful horrors. The speechless agony of men, the 
piteous wailing of women, the terror and consternation of children, as their 
houses are pulled down, homes demolished, and themselves set adrift in the 
world - all contribute to make a horrible scene that will force its way into the 
dullest capacity and can never be forgotten throughout the length and breadth 
of the locality in which it occurred" 8. 

In 1881 Bishop Nulty published his essay, Back to the Land, which advocated 
land reform. In his essay Nulty described the system of land tenure in Ireland 
"as the twin sister of slavery". He criticised the ruthless depopulation of his 
diocese which turned the pastures of Meath into vast prairies. The London Times 
described him as an arrogant communist. His essay brought him a rebuke from 
the Pope for his involvement in politics. 

Dr. Nulty became a loyal supporter of Parnell from his first meeting with him 
at Broughall Castle, Offaly, in 1873. Dr. Nulty supported Parnell's nomination 
for the by-election in Meath in 1875. He continued to be Parnell's friend and 
adviser throughout Parnell's fight for land reform and Home Rule. He was 
disciplined by Rome in 1885 for his support of Parnell. Archbishop Persico 
came to Ireland in 1887 on the orders of the Pope to investigate the church's 
involvement in politics. He met Bishop Nulty at Navan where he was 
entertained at a reception in his honour. The following year the Pope con-
demned the land agitation but the bishops and priests largely ignored the papal 
rescript. 

8  Letter from Bishop Thomas Nulty to Lord Hartington, Chairman of Westmeath Outrage 
Committee, April 1871 

Back to the Land, Bishop Thomas Nulty, Page 18. 
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III. 10. A Meath Gentleman walking 
in his park with police protection. 

Branches of the Land League sprung up all over Ireland. Fierce riots took place 
at the scenes of evictions. People who took over evicted tenants' land were 
stoned and assaulted, and their cattle maimed. Branches of the Land League 
were formed in America and Australia, from which finance was sent to support 
the work of the League in Ireland. The Government supported the landlords 
with the help of the police and military in carrying out evictions. Violence 
became widespread. 

Parnell addressed many meetings on the Land Question. At one such meeting 
at Navan on October 12th 1879 Parnell said "Go to your landlord and if he 
disagrees with your estimate of what a fair rent should be, ask him to appoint 
one man and say that you will appoint another, and they will settle it between 
them. If he refuses this arrangement, offer him what you consider you can 
fairly be called to pay in these times and ask him for a clear receipt. If he 
refuses to give you a clear receipt put the money in your pocket and hold it until 
he comes to his senses. If the tenants on each property join together and do this 
the cause of the tenant-farmer of Ireland is won. No landlord can prevail against 
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you" 10. It was during this phase of the land war that the term 'boycott' entered 
the English language. Captain Boycott, a Mayo land agent, was isolated by the 
local people until his nerve broke and he left the estate he managed. People 
ignored landlords who evicted tenants and refused to work for them. Mass 
protests were held as the rate of evictions increased. 

The Government was determined to crush the Land League and weaken Parnell 's 
hold on the people. In 1881 the Coercion Bill was passed whereby anyone 
suspected of unlawful acts could be arrested and imprisoned. The Land League 
was declared illegal and Parnell was imprisoned in Kilmainham with the other 
leaders of the League. 

Bill. The arrest of Parnell and his arrival at Kilmainham Jail. 

1" Nation, 18th October 1879 
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CYTICLusritious Sin—We, the members of the 
Navan Political Prisoners' Aid Society, dosiro to 
convoy to you, to Mr. Dillon. and to each and all of 
your brother patriots, in the loneliness and gloom of 
your prison cells, a cordial Christmas greeting. 
While wo know that your noble and chivalrous soul 
disdains to regard privations and sufferings endured 
for the sake of your beloved country, we feel it our 
duty, all the more as we esteem it our privilege, to 
tender to you the expression of the deep gratefulness 
that fills our hearts, to seek to alleviate your suffer-
ings by our sympathy, and to cheer your solitude by 
the renewed assurance of your country's undying 
attachment, and inalienable love. 

"No doubt, the strange contrast between the 
bright and happy Christmastide at Avondale and 
the cold, dark, gloomy walls of Kilmainliam will 
awaken in your mind many sad memories and some 
bitter reflections, but it is unnecessary to remind 
you that 'Stone walls do not a prison make. nor iron 
bars a cage ;' aril, if we divest the prison of its 
material surroundings, a picture will he revealed 
before us that might well make a monarch on his 
throne or a prime minister in his state palace envy 
the prisoner in the dungeon's keep. The hearts of 
the Irish race throughout the world will be turned 
towards you on this Christmas night; their affectione 
will cling round you in your solitude, and cheer you 
within the dreary prison walls. At every Irish fire-
side a name will he mentioned with countless bene-
dictions, and many a fervent, heartfelt prayer will 
be breathed to Heaven for your protection and 
deliverance. 

" For ourselves we can answer with pride. Never 
at any time since your first connection a ith our 
county did the heart of Royal Meath boat warmer 
and truer in your regard than now in the hour of 
your trials. Meath to-day turns to you, once her 
faithful representative, now all lrelaud's 
prouder of you in your chains than in the frost 
glorious hour of your freedom; and casting a look 
of unutterable scorn on your persecutors, lends 
loudly over you in your captivity, tied whispers 
sweet words of comfort in your ear. She tells you 
to hope on, for the triumph of the cause for which 
_eau suffer 'will not be long delayed. She assures 
yeirlatt;--xtrone‘tyranny may role the hour, your 
persecution shall soon end; that the irrosistalde 
march of events shall soon force open your prison 
doors and set you free. ut.. 	that she indulges 
iu no vain, foolish fancy in cherishing the nup.., 
the Christt»as bells, as they ring out their joyous 
notes to the iniduight sky, will be the heralds of the 
approaching, long.watchetl-for day that will restore 
you to liberty and the service of your country. 

"Signed on behalf of the members of the so-
ciety, 

"MART Rcrrn /CRY, President. 
" Ditiporr !dooms, Treasurer. 
" LIZZIE EVERAIW, llonotary 
" TERESA DAVIS, 	) Secretaries."' 

III. 12. Letter to Parnell from the Ladies of Navan. 
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Michael Davitt was arrested and sentenced to a term of penal servitude in 
Portland Jail. He was selected as M.P. for Meath but was disqualified as he was 
a prisoner. Davitt was released in May 1882 and re-arrested in January 1883 
serving four months in the Bridewell, Dublin. The activities of the Land League 
were hampered by the imprisonment of its leaders, but the Ladies Land League 
which also had been founded by Michael Davitt, and of which Anna and Fanny 
Parnell were members carried on much of its work. The ladies of the Navan 
Political Prisoners' Aid Society sent a message of support to Parnell and the 
other prisoners in December 1881. 

The 'No Rent Manifesto' was issued from Kilmainham Jail in October 1881. 
Parnell signed the manifesto despite his belief that it would incite a new wave 
of violence in the countryside. The manifesto urged the tenants to pay no rents 
under any circumstances to their landlords until the government repealed the 
laws which were oppressing the tenants in their actions against the landlords. 
The government responded to the no-rent manifesto within days of its 
publication, declaring the Land League illegal and ordering the organisation's 
suppression. During the next few weeks the police arrested local Land League 
organisers in towns and villages throughout the country. The Government's 
policy failed and Gladstone made an agreement with Parnell that if the 'No 
Rent Manifesto' was withdrawn the Land Leaguers would be released from 
jail. This was agreed in the so-called `Kilmainham Treaty' and Parnell and his 
followers were released from jail in May 1882. 

The Land Act of 1881 introduced fair rents which were fixed by the Land Court 
and this resulted in an average reduction of nearly 20% in rents in the first three 
years. Landlords began to feel that it would be better to sell out to their tenants 

. on favourable terms than to share ownership with them. The Ashbourne Land 
Act of 1885, the Balfour Land Act 1891 and the Wyndham Land Act of 1903 
provided funds for tenants to purchase their lands from the landlords and the 
1903 Act offered a bonus of 12% to landlords. This Act marked the end of the 
Land War. The Land League brought an end to the landlord system and re-
stored the land to the Irish people. 

III. 13. Parnell in Kilmainham Jail 

While in America in 1886 Davitt met and married Mary Yore, from Michigan 
and settled in Ballybrack, Co. Dublin. In 1892 he was elected M.P. for North 
Meath but was disqualified. 

John Sweetman stood as an anti-Parnellite Nationalist in the general election of 
July 1892 and won the seat in east Wicklow County. Early in 1895, however, 
having apparently undergone a change of heart, he resigned the seat and fought 
it as a Parnellite Nationalist but lost. In the general election which followed a 
few months later he ran in Meath North but again lost by a margin of thirty two 
votes to James Gibney. This ended Sweetman's career at a national level but in 
1899 he successfully contested the first election to Meath County Council and 
became its first vice-chairman. 



Home Rule 

Parnell in a speech to a banquet at Navan in 1879 said "You can never have 
civil liberty so long as strangers and Englishmen make your laws, and so long 
as the occupiers of the soil own not an inch of it". Parnell saw the destruction 
of landlordism merely as a step towards Home Rule. The Land League was 
replaced by the National League, and he set about strengthening the Irish party 
in preparation for the general election of 1885. The election was a triumph for 
Parnell with his party winning every seat outside eastern Ulster and Dublin 
University. Following the election the Home Rule Party held the balance of 
power in the House of Commons and Parnell promised his support to Gladstone 
and the Liberal Party if they would bring in a Home Rule Bill for Ireland. 

Gladstone was convinced by Parnell's success of the justice of the Home Rule 
cause; he recognised it as the fixed desire of the Irish people and gave it 
unwavering support for the rest of his career. He introduced his Home Rule 
Bill in 1886 which proposed the setting up of an Irish Parliament of very 
limited powers in Dublin. It was to consist of one House made up of two 
orders, upper and lower, which voted as one. The Upper was elected for ten 
years and these were chosen by electors with a higher property qualification. 
The English Parliament was to retain control of finance, customs, and defence 
forces and the Lord Lieutenant could veto any act of the Irish Parliament. 

The Bill aroused fierce antagonism from the Conservatives, who saw it as a 
betrayal of the empire and of the loyalist and Protestant elements in Ireland. 
The extreme wings of the Liberal party, the aristocratic land-owners and the 
radicals, defected on the issue and the Bill was defeated. The General Election 
of 1886 was fought on the issue of Home Rule and Gladstone was heavily 
defeated although this did not discourage his efforts to bring in Home Rule for 
Ireland. 

Words of the Dead Chief C.S. Parnell, Compiled by J.W yse-Power, Page 24 
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Forgery Case 

Richard Pigott was born in County Meath in 1828. He worked for various na-
tionalist newspapers before starting a weekly magazine called The Shamrock 
in 1866. His publications openly supported the Fenian movement and Pigott 
was imprisoned several times for publishing seditious matter. A publishing 
company, owned by the Land League, purchased his papers in 1881 and then 
Pigott began to write anonymous pamphlets libelling his political associates. 

III. 14. Richard Piggott 

In 1886 Pigott sold forged information to the Irish Loyal and Patriotic Union, 
an anti-Home-Rule organisation, which accused Charles Stewart Parnell and 
his associates of involvement in murder. Pigott had copied Parnell's signature 
which he had since 1881 when they had exchanged letters. 

In 1887 the Times newspaper in London bought these papers and used them to 
complete a series of articles entitled Parnellism and Crime'. The Times pub-
lished a letter from Pigott's collection, which was alleged to have been signed 
by Parnell condoning the Phoenix Park murders. Lord Frederick Cavendish, 
the newly appointed Chief Secretary for Ireland, and Thomas Burke, the 
Under-Secretary, were killed by a secret Fenian society called the Invincibles' 
in the Phoenix Park in May 1882. Parnell condemned the murders and declared 
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that everything possible would be done to punish those responsible. He was so 
horrified that he considered leaving politics. 'The day the letter was published 
Parnell made a statement in the House of Commons disclaiming responsibility 
for it and denying any knowledge of the Invincibles' conspiracy before the 
murders took place. 

III. 15. Scene of the Phoenix Park Murders 

The Times articles caused a public uproar, and a special commission of three 
High Court judges was appointed in August 1888 to enquire into the truth of 
the allegations made by the Times. The government made the most of the 
opportunity to damage Parnell and the Home Rule movement. In effect, Parnell 
along with Michael Davitt and sixty-four former and current M.P.s were put on 
trial before a tribunal of three judges. The Times had the responsibility of 
substantiating its allegations and it acted more or less as a prosecution. The 
government did its best to influence the outcome, it coerced the Attorney-
General, Sir Richard Webster, into acting as counsel for the Times. It also gave 
the lawyers representing the Times access to official files relating to the Land 
League and the Fenians. The Commission sat for 128 days and heard nearly 
500 witnesses. 
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III. 16. Parnell in the witness box. 

The prime witness was Pigott who was described as "a frock coated, stoutish 
built figure of fifty four, white bearded, bald headed, bland, smiling, and 
having the general appearance of a coarsely composed and cheapened Father 
Christmas" '2. In the course of the Special Commission, the Times submitted a 
letter alleged to have been written by Henry Campbell, but signed by Parnell. It 
was supposed to have been written in January 1881, when Parnell was in prison 
in Kilmainham. It had two spelling mistakes, and when Pigott was asked to 
write the word 'hesitancy', he misspelled it as in the letter. On 21 February 
1889 Pigott broke down under relentless cross-examination and the next day 
he confessed that he had actually forged the letters and fled to Spain. The 
Madrid police traced Piggot and upon entering the apartment they found he 
had committed suicide to escape capture and disgrace. 

" Parnell: The Last Five Years, Sir Alfred Robbins, Page 84 
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The Commission found that the letters had been forged, and their verdict, 
delivered in February 1890, turned British public opinion, formerly hostile, in 
favour of Parnell, who received £5,000 in damages from the Times. 

O'Shea Divorce Case 
In July 1880 Parnell met the love of his life, Katharine O'Shea, wife of Captain 
William O'Shea, a 35 year old English woman with three children. O'Shea had 
been aware of Parnell's liaison with his wife from the beginning and had 
ignored it in the hope of securing political advancement by his compliance. He 
and his wife had virtually parted when she met Parnell. In 1889, Captain O'Shea 
filed for a divorce from his wife, Katharine, mainly for financial reasons 
naming Parnell as the co-respondent. The divorce went through and the affair 
became known throughout the country. 

The effect on Parnell's career was shattering. British non-conformists had 
rallied to Gladstone's crusade for Home Rule for Ireland as a great moral issue 
and their continued support was vital to the Liberal party and thus to the cause 
of Home Rule. They thought that Parnell was no longer fit to be leader of the 
Irish Party, and Gladstone was forced to demand that he should retire, at least 
temporarily. Parnell refused to step down and this produced a bitter split in the 
Irish party. The majority went against him but he continued to fight for the 
leadership. 

The Split & Last Campaigns 
At the split almost two thirds of the parliamentary party, including most of the 
prominent and able members, deserted Parnell. Both Members of Parliament 
for Meath, Mahony and Sheil, supported Parnell. Davitt urged Parnell to retire 
temporarily and then return but Parnell refused. Before the end of 1890 the 
North Kilkenny by-election provided a test of the strength of the two sides in 
the country. The result indicated that Parnell had the support of less than one 
third of the electorate. 

Parnell and Katharine married in June 1891. The marriage had serious 
consequences as it prompted the Freeman's Journal to transfer its allegiance to 
the opposition. Parnell proceeded to establish a morning and an evening 
newspaper over which he would have complete control. 
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III. 17. Katharine O'Shea 

The title of the morning paper, the Irish Daily Independent, was intended to 
reflect his attitude to the alliance with the Liberals which was central to the 
split. The newspapers did not first appear until some months after Parnell's 
death. 

On 1st February 1891 a large meeting was held in Navan to support Parnell's 
leadership and to issue an invitation to Parnell to visit Navan for a public 
meeting. Parnell visited Navan a month later on March 1st. On route to Navan, 
Parnell was met in Drogheda by a large crowd who cheered loudly and pressed 
forward to greet him as he alighted onto the railway station platform. 
Accompanied by Pierce Mahony, M.P. for North Meath and other M.P.s a 
number of addresses were presented to him. The Drogheda Independent Branch 
and Irish National League urged him to continue the struggle for Irish freedom. 

Parnell was welcomed at the platforms in Duleek and Beauparc and a very 
large crowd welcomed him on his arrival at Navan. There were loud cheers as 
the train steamed in. Parnell was driven in a waggonette through the town and 
cheered at every stage. Most of the houses were decorated with green boughs 
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and triumphal arches spanned the streets at intervals. The cheering continued 
until Parnell reached the Russell Arms Hotel, where he was presented with a 
great number of addresses. 

The first address presented was from the Navan Town Commissioners, who 
welcomed Parnell to Meath and praised his leadership and personal sacrifice in 
leading the people towards independence. The nationalist Guardians of Kells 
Union welcomed Parnell to the Royal County and thanked him and his party 
for the many beneficial laws which had been passed and looked forward to 
laws being passed in a home parliament in the near future. The Guardians of 
the Trim Union hailed Parnell as leader and said they would accept no other. 
Addresses were also presented from Trim Town Commissioners, Kells Town 
Commissioners, the people of Athboy, Kells G.A.A., Trim Parnell Leadership 
Committee, Navan Labour Union and the Moynalty and Newcastle Branch of 
the Leadership Committee.A platform was erected in the Square where a meeting 
was held. There were representatives from many areas of Meath including 
Navan, Kingscourt, Drumconrath, Syddan, Kells, Trim, Oldcastle, Slane, 
Moynalty and Newcastle. 

The Chairman stated that the objective of the meeting was to endorse the 
leadership of Charles Stewart Parnell. He had received a telegram from America 
stating that the County Meath Association of New York unanimously endorsed 
Parnell's leadership. A motion supporting Parnell was passed and also motions 
of confidence in the local M.P.'s Mahony and Sheil. 

Parnell, who was received with loud and prolonged cheering, said "Men of 
Royal Meath, perhaps some day or other in the long distant future some one 
may arise who may have the privilege of addressing you as men of republican 
Meath" '3. He recalled Frederick Lucas, a former M.P. for Meath who had planted 
'the banner of independent opposition' and also invoked the name of John Martin 
and promised to be faithful to their teachings. He recalled having heard John 
Martin speak on his first visit to the House of Commons in a speech defending 
John Mitchell. 

" Drogheda Independent, 7th March 1891 
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Ill. 18. Parnell (centre) addresses his last meeting 
in County Meath at Kells. 

lie praised the Meath M.P.s Mahony and Sheil for their support of him 
following the split in the party. Pierce Mahony, M.P., said that he was proud to 
be there because the men of Meath had proved themselves true Irishmen and 
had given loyal support to Parnell "the chief' '4. 

• Cecil Rhodes had given Parnell £1 0,000 in 1888 in order to promote 'imperial 
federalism' but sought that the money be given to charity when he heard of 
Parnell's reference to 'republican Meath'. Rhodes met with Parnell in London 
later in March and Parnell said he regretted the reference to 'republicanism'. 
Rhodes offered him a second £10,000 to continue to promote a federal 

parliament. 

Later that month Parnell returned to Drogheda, where he addressed a meeting 
in the Mall. It is estimated that 1,500 people travelled by train to attend the 

"Drogheda Independent, 7th March 1891 
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meeting. Parnell was greeted by the members of the corporation and was given 
an address of welcome by the Drogheda Independent Club. On August 16th 
Parnell addressed a meeting in Kells on his last visit to Meath. 

Death 
Parnell's health was failing fast. The strain of work, his rejection by his former 
supporters and the outcome of the divorce were too much for him. After a short 
illness Parnell died, on October 6th 1891 aged 45 in Brighton in the arms of his 
beloved Katharine, just four months after their marriage. His funeral to Glasnevin 
was the largest since the death of Daniel O'Connell in 1847. Two thousand 
hurlers provided a guard of honour at Parnell's funeral. Parnell and Davitt were 
the first patrons of the Gaelic Athletic Association founded in 1884. A special 
train left Drogheda to cater for the large numbers who wished to attend the 
funeral. Drogheda Corporation and branches of the Irish National League from 
Drogheda, Duleek, Kingscourt, Kells, Kilskyre, Ballinlough, Kildalkey and 
Athboy were represented at the funeral. 

Many of his more dedicated followers found it difficult to come to terms with 
his death. John Redmond succeeded Parnell as leader, but in the general 
election of 1892, out of a total of eighty-one nationalist M.P.s, only nine 
Parnellites were returned. 

Katharine remained a widow and mourned Parnell for almost thirty years until 
her death in 1921. Their daughters, Clare and Katharine, continued to be known 
as O'Shea. 

South and North Meath Election Petitions 
Following Parnell's death local tension remained high and was further 
heightened when on St. Patrick's Day, 1892, Parnellites attacked the Navan 
clergy and broke windows in the Parochial House. A General Election was 
fixed for July. 

Bishop Nulty could not support Parnell after the O'Shea divorce case. In 
response to the anti-clerical statements made by the Parnellite supporters, he 
urged voters in the Meath constituencies to vote against the Parnellite 
candidates. Bishop Nulty issued a pastoral letter on July 2nd, which equated 
Parnellism with sin and adultery, declared that the now dead Parnell had 
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"disgraced himself by the crime of vile, habitual and persistent adultery" '5 and 

further that Parnellism strikes at the very root and saps the very foundation of 

Catholic faith. This pastoral letter was read in all churches in Meath on July 

3rd. 

Ill. 19. Most Rev. Dr. Thomas Nulty, Bishop of Meath 

. Bishop Nulty preached two sermons at different Masses in Trim church on 
June 29th. In both he condemned Parnell and stated that those women who 
sympathised with Parnellism were worse than abandoned women and that 
Parnellism was nothing but a heresy. 

The Irish Nationalist Party decided to field a strong candidate against Mahony, 
the sitting Parnellite M.P. in North Meath. At a selection convention on June 
1st 1892, in Navan the Nationalists chose Michael Davitt. On his way back to 
the station to catch the evening train to Dublin, Davitt was attacked by a mob 
and received a bad wound to his head from a stone. Tensions were so high on 

'South Meath Election Petition, Irish Daily Independent, Page 13 
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polling day July 14th, 1892 in Navan that rioting broke out. Police baton charged 
rioters and the Riot Act had to be read. When the votes were counted in Kells 
Courthouse Davitt had gained the seat by just 403 votes. 

In South Meath Patrick Fulham, anti-Parnellite, triumphed over James Dalton 
by 13 votes. Fulham was a farmer from Donore, near Drogheda and his 
opponent, James Dalton, had been previously an M.P. for Donegal who had 
returned from Australia to support the Parnellite cause. The clergy acted as 
sub-agents and personation agents for the anti-Parnellite candidates. The priests 
preached against Parnell and even threatened to refuse the sacraments, the last 
rites or a Christian burial to Parnellite supporters. Known Parnellites were kept 
out of Mass and several priests were alleged to have spat on their parishioners; 
a few were charged with actually assaulting voters. 

The defeated candidates appealed the results on the grounds of clerical 
interference, intimidation and bribery and a commission was established to 
hear evidence in the case. Fr. Fay of Summerhill spoke about this appeal in his 
sermon on November 6th. He stated that "every witness that will come up against 
me is a blackdyed scamp" 'This attempt to intimidate witnesses resulted in Fr. 
Fay spending one month in Kilmainham Jail. 

The government set up a commission of enquiry which took the form of a court 
in which each side put their case. The trial of the South Meath Election Petition 
began in Trim Courthouse on November 16th 1892. Counsel for Fulham was 
Tim Healy, a noted Home Rule M.P. The prosecution claimed that many of the 
parish priests of the area had made addresses during and after Mass to 
influence voters in favour of Fulham and against Dalton. Forty eight priests 
attended the selection convention on 1st June to select Fulham as candidate. 
The evidence revealed that known Parnellites were named from the altar and 
told to see the priest after Mass about their voting intentions. It was alleged that 
priests delayed visiting sick Parnellites. Priests acted as personation agents and 
also as sub-agents for Fulham in the polling booths. In cases where the local 
priests supported the Parnellite cause, outside priests were sent into their 
parishes to support Fulham. One witness at the enquiry claimed that a priest 
was trying to intimidate him while he was giving evidence. Judge O'Brien in 
his judgement stated "The church became converted into a vast political agency 
for the time being, a great moral machine moving with resistless influence, 

'The Priest in Politics, P.H. Bagenal 
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united action and a single will. Every priest was a canvasser; the canvass was 
everywhere, on the altar, in the vestry, on the roads, in the houses. There was no 
place for evasion, excuse, affected ignorance, weakness or treachery" '7. Patrick 
Fulham (anti-Parnellite) was unseated on the grounds of "undue influence" 
and "intimidation of a spiritual kind" 18 by Bishop Nulty and priests. 

III. 20. Pierce Mahony M.P. 

The Trial of the North Meath Election petition ran from December 15th to 23rd 
with Michael Davitt (anti-Parnellite candidate) being unseated. The Parnellite 
candidate, Pierce Mahony, alleged bribery and clerical intimidation. The role 
of Bishop Nulty's pastoral letter was again stressed. The prosecution alleged 
that the priests indulged in physical violence. Bishop Nulty urged his listeners 
at Navan Mass to arm themselves with sticks and to break the skulls of their 
opponents at political meetings. A number of cases of violence against Parnellite 
supporters were outlined in evidence. On polling day in Navan there were 
running battles all day long in Trimgate Street and Watergate Street. Later 
fifteen people appeared in court charged with disturbances. The Commission 
judge, Justice Andrews stated that the clergy had allowed their loss of tempers 
to betray them into deplorable acts of violence. Justice Andrewscriticised Bishop 
Nulty's refusal to give evidence before the enquiry. Davitt, who had attempted 
to prevent the publication of Bishop Nulty's pastoral, was cleared of any blame 
with regard to the clerical interference in the election. As a result of his failure 
to be elected Davitt suffered bankruptcy. 

"South Meath Election Petition, Irish Daily Independent, Page 27415 
"South Meath Election Petition, Irish Daily Independent, Page 272 
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The government commission ordered the elections to be re-run in February 
1893. The Meath constituencies were the only constituencies in Ireland where 
this happened. The anti-Parnellite side was again returned as M.P.'s with 
Jeremiah Jordan and James Gibney as candidates on this occasion. The clergy 
were again involved with sixty priests in attendance at the selection meeting 
for the anti-Parnellite candidates. Violence and assaults were again to feature 
in these elections. Voting took place on February 17th, 1893. Even though the 
local Tory vote went to Mahony he fell 258 votes short. Bitterly disappointed 
and angry, Mahony pinpointed the blame for his defeat on the priests and Bishop 
Nulty. 

In September 1887 a new G.A.A. club in Navan called themselves the 'Pierce 
Mahonys' in honour of Pierce Mahony. The club reached the All Ireland final 
in 1895 but faded thereafter. The name was revived in 1948 with the 
foundation of the club now known as the `Navan O'Mahonys'. 

The Parnellite split resulted in a delay in the building of the new church at 
Trim. The foundation stone of the new church was blessed and put in place by 
Bishop Nulty on 11th October 1891. When the building had reached thirty feet 
work was suspended due to the turmoil of the Parnellite split. When a new 
parish priest was appointed in 1895 building work resumed. 

Parnell's brother, John Howard Parnell returned from America, to unsuc-
cessfully contest the 1892 election in West Wicklow. In 1895 he was narrowly 
elected Member of Parliament for South Meath and served until 1900. In 1903 
he contested the constituency as an independent but was defeated by the 
official candidate, David Sheehy. This election ended the connection between 
Meath and the Parnell family. 

III. 21. John Howard Parnell 
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