
Irish History is full of emotive and tragic events. Not least among them 
is the ill-fated rising of 1798. As many as 25,000 people may have died 
in the fighting while hundreds were executed or transported to prison 
colonies in the aftermath. The acts of brutality which both sides 
committed on civilians still haunt songs and ballads in both the 
nationalist and unionist traditions. The political cost for the rebel failure 
was the Act of Union which placed Ireland under the direct rule of 
Westminister for the next 122 years. 

In Meath the rebellion only lasted four days yet nearly five hundred 
people were killed. The battle which was fought on the hill of Tara goes 
down as one of the decisive rebel disasters. In local places such as 
Dunshaughlin, Ratoath and Dunboyne rebels and loyalists fought and 
died.Unmarked "croppy" graves lie across the countryside of Meath. 

The story of the Battle of Tara and the 1798 Rebellion should not be 
forgotten. 
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"Peace be round the Croppies grave 
Peace to your souls, ye buried brave 
Tara's Hill when crowned and free 
Hast never nobler guests than thee". 

"The roads are covered with dead bodies and green cocades together with 
the pikes and dresses they had". General Scobie of the Reay Fencibles on 
the aftermath. 
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PREFACE 
Irish history is full of emotive and tragic events. Not least among them is 
the ill-fated rising of 1798. As many as 25,000 people may have died in the 
fighting while hundreds were executed or transported to prison colonies in 
the aftermath. The acts of brutality which both sides committed on 
civilians still haunt songs and ballads in both the nationalist and unionist 
traditions. The political cost for the rebel failure was the Act of Union 
which placed Ireland under the direct rule of Westminster for the next 122 
years. 

In Meath the rebellion only lasted four days yet nearly five hundred people 
were killed. The battle which was fought on the hill of Tara goes down in 
history as one of the decisive rebel disasters. In local places such as 
Dunshaughlin, Ratoath and Dunboyne, rebels and loyalists fought and 
died. Unmarked "croppy" graves lie all across the countryside of Meath. 
The story of the rising in this area should not be forgotten. 

The most detailed accounts of events tend to come from the loyalist side. 
In the chaos of defeat rebels could not pause to write detailed memoirs. I 
have tried to reconstruct the rebel story from the second and third hand 
accounts which were later written down. Where the course of events is 
unclear I have tried to assess the most likely happening. 

I would like to thank all who helped at the National Library, the 
Manuscripts Section, National Museum, Meath County Library, also Lord 
Dunsany, Noel French and particularly Fr. J. Doyle C.M. of Castleknock 
College for his encouragement. 



1 THE UNITED IRISHMEN 
On the 14th of July 1789 the ragged Paris mob changed France and 
Europe forever by storming the Bastille. The shock waves of the French 
revolution spread through Europe, fuelled debate and attacked the 
established order in every country. Books such as Thomas Paines' "Rights 
of Man" preached the doctrine of "liberty, equality and fraternity". These 
ideas were to prove a catalyst for revolution in Ireland. For Ireland was a 
country ripe for revolution at the end of the eighteenth century. Poverty, 
religious discrimination, corrupt government and decadent nobility were 
all factors making the Irish peasantry a rich harvest for the Irish 
intellectuals who hoped to spread the revolutionary creed. 

Two years after the fall of the Bastille the Society of the United Irishmen 
was founded in Dublin and Belfast with the objective of "....forwarding a 
brotherhood of affection, a communion of rights and a union of power 
among Irishmen of every religious persuasion and thereby to obtain a 
complete reform in the legislature founded on the principles of civil, 
political and religious liberty". 

At first the United Irishmen operated within the law, but within the 
movement extremists advocating violence as the only option which could 
lead to success, came to dominate. In 1794 when the society was 
proclaimed it became a secret society. District and county delegates carried 
out the orders of a central committee at Dublin. Plans were made to 
organise militarily and to acquire assistance from France. 

The organisation spread rapidly among the poorer peasants. To them 
"Liberty" meant the removal of tithes and taxes, the overthrowing of the 
corrupt governmental system and the Protestant ruling class. The middle 
class intellectuals who were the core of the United Irishmen never warned 
them of the civil war they would have to fight, against countrymen in 
militia uniform. The revolution was described in a manner which made it 
appear romantic and glorious. The proclamations of the United Irishmen 
did not speak of the murder, bloodshed and long marches that was the 
reality of revolution. 

The name "United Irishmen" was an irony in itself, even among Catholic 
Irishmen there was division. The Catholic church of the time was the 
harshest critic of the revolutionaries. Many educated, upper class Catholics 
also fought against the United Irishmen. Some had been educated in 
France and had witnessed some of the horror which followed the  

revolution there. Daniel 0' Connell saw what happened in France and was 
a severe critic of the United Irishmen. He described Wolfe Tone and other 
leading revolutionaries as "criminals". 

One of the main aims of the United Irishmen's Directory was to persuade 
the French to invade Ireland. In December 1796 an attempt was made by 
the French to land a force of 15,000 men under General Hoche. It met 
with bad luck at every stage. The fleet was broken up by a fog and only a 
small part of the expedition reached the coast of Ireland. At Bantry Bay 
storms prevented a landing and the whole expedition was abandoned 
without one French soldier even setting foot in Ireland. Further attempts 
were made to convince Napoleon that Ireland would quickly fall if even a 
small force was sent. It seemed to the United Irishmen, in the closing 
months of 1797 that the French were about to send the long promised 
force. They gambled that 1798 would be the "Year of Liberty". 

2 THE SPREAD OF THE UNITED 
IRISHMEN IN MEATH 

Several small anti-landlord groups called "Defenders", "Ribbonmen", 
"Whiteboys" or "Hearts of Oak", had always been active on Irish estates. 
The United Irishmen availed of their hatred of the landed gentry and drew 
many of their members from these gangs. The Defenders were active in 
Meath in 1793, when a wave of murders and agrarian violence occured. 
Killeen castle the home of Lord Fingall, the Catholic magnate, was 
plundered by defenders looking for arms in that year. 

The uniting of these small peasant Defender gangs under the flag of the 
United Irishman was a long process and some continued as separate 
bodies up to 1797. In 1796 a report on United Irishmen lists Meath as 
having 1776 "sworn in" members. In 1797 the Revd. George Lambert 
wrote: "The principles of the United Irishmen have advanced to such a 
stage in Drogheda, that the peasantry who go there on market day are 
obliged to leave early in the evening to escape abuse and injury, if they 
refuse an oath, that at every gate an emissary waits to administer". 

The organisation inevitably grew and in 1797 a report states County Meath 
had 7922 sworn members. Another provincial report says that "The 
number in the business is immense though unacquainted with the system 
of organisation." 

This lack of order was increased by subsequent govermental arrests and 
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3 LOYALIST FORCES IN MEATH 
The Irish regular army was in a pathetic state at this time. The 
commander, General Abercomby, said in a letter to his officers that the 
Irish Army was "in a state of licentiousness which would render it 
formidable to everyone but the enemy". His remark caused so much 
political embarrassment that he was forced to resign. Nevertheless the fact 
remained. The British army in Ireland was an army in name only. 

During the revolution local captains took over. Unfortunately for the 
rebels on Tara the local captains of Meath proved themselves to be 
capable leaders. 

THE YEOMEN 
The yeomen were a form of part time soldiers drawn from the local 
civilian population and were quite often organised by the local landlord. 
The yeomen lived at home except when called out on active service. They 
assembled on one day each week for training and drill for which they were 
paid by the government, who also gave arms and selected the officers. The 
yeomen were generally members of the Orange Order and Protestant. 
There seem to have been several exceptions in Meath with Lord Dunsany's 
corps drawn from his Catholic tenants and Lord Fingall's Skreen cavalry 
were also "nearly all Catholics". 

4 

 

0 

 

MILITIA SWORD FROM THE DELVIN AREA ( NOW AT THE 

lack of a command structure (with subsequent lack of discipline) which 
became evident when the rebels fought on Tara. 

In 1796 the Government passed a bill which was disastrous for the United 
Irishmen. It allowed a form of Martial Law to be declared. It set free local 
magistrates to search for arms using military aid. This frequently initiated 
a "reign of terror" with whippings, half-hangings and pitch caps. The latter 
was a particularly brutal form of torture. Pitch was applied to the victim's 
head and set alight burning away hair and scalp. 

This Bill combined with a comprehensive spy network kept the 
Government in control of the situation. Before the military were 
unleashed on a district an ultimatium was issued. A period of time was 
given in which the locals were to hand over weaponry. If insufficient 
weaponry was handed in then the military were set free. However, these 
periods of time had not run out in many parts of Meath when the 
revolution erupted on May 23rd, so Meath was not as badly depleted of 
arms as other areas such as Kildare. Still, many weapons had been handed 
in. On 26th February a captured United Irishman report showed the 
following figures for Meath: Guns 336; Bayonets 102; Blunderbusses 23; 
Pistols 116; Swords 82; Pikes 400; Cannon 17; Balls 940 lbs; Powder 17; 
Yeomen friends 156; Militia enemies 7. 

Either this report was extremely inaccurate or most weapons were handed 
in. None of the cannons for, example appeared on the day of the battle. A 
report we have on United Irishmen strength in Meath was seized on 19th 
February 1798 giving ihe number of supporters as 14,000 men. Again 
perhaps there was some inaccuracy because the final report is dated April 
19, 1798 and lists Meath as having 10,100 members. 

On March 12th 1798 ten provincial delegates and two members of the 
Supreme Executive of the United Irishmen were arrested at a meeting in 
Dublin. The Meath delegates were late and so escaped arrest. It might 
seem therefore that the Meath leadership was remarkably intact and that 
Meath had another advantage. Not so, the two Meath delegates were 
Thomas Reynolds and Charles Martin. Reynolds later proved himself to be 
one of the most notorious spies and traitors of the whole uprising. It was 
Reynolds who supplied the time, date and place of the meeting in Dublin. 
He later gave evidence against the imprisoned leaders. Reynolds was yet 
another sad story in the history of the rising, he was in France at the time 
of the revolution. He turned traitor when a list of people to be 
assassinated was shown to him. The list contained many of his friends and 
relatives. 



THE DISTRIBUTION OF LOYALIST FORCES IN MEATH 1798 
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SHADED AREAS FIELDED UNITS 

TEN YEOMANRY UNITS 

Lower Kells Cavalry, Upper Kells Infantry, Slane Cavalry, Demi-fore 
Cavalry, Delvin Cavalry, Dunsany Cavalry, Trim Cavalry, Ratoath Cavalry, 
Skreen Cavalry, Demi-fore Infantry. 

Other "Yeo" Units may have existed but were not recorded. 

SEVEN MILITIA UNITS 

Four at Trim, two at Kells, one at Navan. 

In total the Loyalist forces numbered about 1,500 but the quality of the 
Militia Forces was doubtful. 

• 

In October 17% the Lord Lieutenant (the King's representative in 
Ireland) issued the following commissions to the members of the Meath 
Yeomanry (those that fought at Tara or whose units fought are marked 
with an asterix): 

*Lower Kells cavalry: *Caelib (Ready) Barnes to be Lieutenant; *William 
Smith to be Lieutenant; *John Flemming to be Cornet. 

Delvin cavalry: John Featherstone to be Captain; Edward John Briscoe to 
be 1st Lieutenant. Charles Montfort to be 2nd Lieutenant. 

Slane cavalry: Viscount Conygham to be Captain; Gustavus Lambert to be 
Lieutenant. 

Demi-fore cavalry: Tomas O'Reilly Esq. to be Captain; Henry Daniel to be 
1st Lieutenant; Robert Battersby to be 2nd Lieutenant. 

Demi-fore infantry: George Rotherham to be Captain; Thomas Battersby 
to be 1st Lieutenant; William Henry to be 2nd Lieutenant. 

Trim cavalry: William Henry Finlay to be Captain. 

Ratoath cavalry: Hamilton Georges Esq. to be Captain; Elias Corbally to 
be 1st Lieutenant; Henry Garnett to be 2nd Lieutenant. 

*Skreen cavalry: *Earl of Fingall (Lord Fingall) to be Captain; *Ralph 
Dillon to be 1st Lieutenant; *Lancelot Senton to be 2nd Lieutenant. 

Trim cavalry: Walter Nugent to be Captain; Izac Burnford to be 1st 
Lieutenant. 

There are several recorded letters concerning the state of the yeomanry in 
Meath, some describe it as being "no friends of the government", others as 
being "very steady and firm". Certainly the United Irishmen expected large 
numbers of defectors but the majority of the yeomanry stayed loyal. Over 
90 yeomen fought at Tara and reports show they fought bravely and 
"displayed the most deliberate and steady valour; and that the officers and 
privates under him (Lord Fingall) displayed the coolness of veterans." 



THE MILITIA 
In the early 1790's alarmed by the French revolution and worried about 
foreign invasion, the Government set up a proper militia. This force was to 
have 1,600 members. It was virtually fulltime as distinct from the yeomen. 
It was composed mostly of Irish peasants and artisans, although there was 
a reasonably large number of English non - commissioned officers. 
Officers were mostly Protestant. Overall Catholics were in a majority of 
about three in one. 

To help discipline units were quartered away from the county of origin. 
These quarters were changed frequently to prevent units becoming over 
familiar with the locals. In 17% the yeomanry force was set up because of 
doubts about the loyalty of the militia force. 

In 1801 recruitment and re-enlistment were stopped, probably due to the 
large number of desertions during the 1798 rising. Although it was partly 
reformed later on, it was never as powerful again. 

The rebel commander on Tara is generally assumed to have been a militia 
deserter. There were 7 companies of militia in Meath (four were in Trim, 

the battle itself. Eight companies were drawn from Meath and stationed 
elsewhere. 

one in Navan and two from Kells). Strangely none of these seem to have 
played any part in the movements or fighting leading up to the battle or in 

LORD FINGALL'S SWORD 

4 REBEL MOVEMENTS 

Day One: Wednesday May 23rd. 
On May 24th 1798 rebellion broke out. It was the last fling by the United 
Irishmen. All their earlier plots had been foiled and nearly all their leaders 
arrested. They knew that if they did not stage an uprising they would fade 
into oblivion. Most of their hopes were based on a French landing, which 
when it did come, was a case of too little too late. 

The forces of Meath and Fingal (an area of North Co. Dublin) aided by 
the forces of Westmeath and Cavan were to cordon off the capital from 
the North and West thus ensuring that no reinforcements reached Dublin. 
Their rendevous was to be an historic hill situated in the centre of Meath, 
with a graveyard and several ancient monuments - the hill of Tara. 

The first rebel action was when a group of rebels from Meath and Dublin 
stopped the mail coach near Turvey hill. This was the signal f6r a general 
rising to begin. Road blocks were reported to have formed on the Navan 
road. The United Irishmen began to assemble according to the overall 
instructions of the Directory. Small bands of men gathering around their 
captains. "Each captain should command a party of 17 men". Few if any 
acts of violence occured other than the ambush of the mail coach as the 
rebels were too busy assembling. 

"I hear orders from the captain, 
Get you ready quick and soon. 
For our pikes must be together 
By the rising of the moon." 
(Rebel ballad, "The rising of the moon.") 

"When the yeos were in Dunshaughlin 
And the Hessians in Drumree, 
And spread through fair Moynalty's plain 
Were the fencibles of Reagh, 
When Reden's God-less troopers reigned 
From Skryne to Mullacroo, 
Then hammered were the pike heads first 
By Paud O'Donohoe." 
(Ballad, "Paud O'Dopohoe" by Patrick Archer) 

I() 



REBEL MOVEMENTS IN THE DAYS BEFORE THE BATTLE 
REBEL MOVEMENTS IN THE DAYS BEFORE THE BATTLE 

Day 1: Wednesday May 23rd. 

1. Road Blocks set up along the Dublin-Navan road. 

Day 2 : Thursday May 24th. 

2. Guardhouse at Dunboyne attacked, Six killed, Vicar's house plundered. 

3. Thirty five rebels killed in fighting with Yeomanly at Ratoath. 

4. Six Highlanders killed at Clonee Bridge. 

5. Rebels capture fencible baggage. Six soldiers killed and ten captured. 

6. Teeling meets rebel band led by "O'Carrol". 

7. Several Protestants murdered in Dunshaughlin. 

Day 3 : Friday May 25th. 

8. Iron works at Lucan attacked by rebels. 

9. Tree of Liberty planted at Dunshaughlin. 

Day Two : Thursday May 24th. 
This hectic day was filled with minor clashes. In Dunboyne, a large number 
of rebels with an assortment of weapons, attacked and seized the town. 
The local guardhouse was attacked and six people were killed. The rebels 
then went to kill the vicar, Revd. Duncan, but he had fled. His house was 
stripped of valuables worth £500. 

A Mr. Wynne of Clonsilla who was in charge of the local militia heard of 
the attacks and set out to Ratoath with eleven Highlanders. They were 
joined by some Dragoons they met on the way. They arrived just as the 
rebels were about to hang two local gentry, Captain Hamilton Georges, 
M.P. for Killbrew of the Ratoath cavalry, and his Lieutenant, Elias 
Corbally. The United Irishmen stood two cavalry charges and fled. 
Thirty-five rebels were killed. After Wynne left the rebels reorganised and 
chased the yeomen as far as Clonee bridge. Six Highlanders were caught 
and killed at the bridge. 

According to one rebel account, the Yeomanry and Highlanders took 
revenge on the people of Ratoath. "Another small party of the Reas came 
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through Ratoath and finding no young men in the village, plundered and 
set it on fire, taking what old men they could find and placing them in a 
line, about nine or ten in number they took a rope and knotting it round 
their wrists, tied the whole line on the one rope, and in that manner drove 
them before them, as they said, for Dublin, to have them hanged or 
shot...under every insult and threat, to ruin-their wives and daughters, hang 
their priests, etc...." 

That same day on the road on the Dublin side of Dunshaughlin, another 
detachment of Fencibles were attacked. They were guarding the baggage of 
their regiment and were on their way to Dublin. Six soldiers were killed 
and ten captured. The personal belongings of a certain Captain Blanche, 
who would later lead the Crown Forces on Tara, were among the baggage. 
Most importantly the rebels captured 9000 rounds of ball ammunition and 
33 sets of arms. 

The movement of rebels in Meath on the 24th seems to have been 
extremely irregular with small bands roaming the county looking for 
weapons and settling old scores. A gentleman named Teeling was; 
"journing in a NW direction near the ancient village Ardcath" when "I was 
accosted by a small band which formed one of the outposts of a formidable 
band assembled in the centre of the plain". We can only assume that he 
meant either Dunshaughlin or Tara by "the centre of the plain." Teeling 
later met with. the leader of this band. The leader's name was O'Carrol, 
who supposedly made a good impression on Teeling. He was described as 
having "a countenance. intelligent and interesting, brave, generous and 
humane". 

On parting O'Carrol said "We shall never meet again", a grim statement 
which was to prove very true. O'Carrol was captured, tried by Court 
Martial and sentenced to death. He was hung on the 26th of May, the day 
of the battle, at a bridge in Dublin. His body was "buried under a heap of 
rubbish in one of the outlets of the city". Such hangings were to become 
commonplace. 

The final incident of note on the 24th occured in Dunshaughlin. A large 
group of United Irishmen led by "one Gilsham, a popish farmer" captured 
the town, which was undefended. They murdered Hugh Nelson, the 
Church of Ireland curate, his brother and his gardener. Church of Ireland 
clergy were often murdered by the rebels throughout the rebellion, in sad 
contradiction of the non-sectarian aims of the leaders. The fact that the 
curates collected the much resented "tithe" tax had made them particularly 
hated by the Catholic peasantry. There was a day of murder in 
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CAP OF LIBERTY WORN BY THE REBELS 

Dunshaughlin. "They did not injure the person or property of any popish 
inhabitant of the town but they did not spare one of the Protestant 
religion". (Musgrave on Dunshaughlin. Thursday 24th). 

Day Three: Friday May 25th. 
On Friday night the rebels attacked the forges and ironworks at Lucan. 
They captured considerable amounts of arms and ammunition. This 
raiding party was led by George Cummins, a Catholic Yeoman of the 
Clonsilla corps, who defected on the outbreak of the revolution. 

All during this day rebels began to unite in one army at the already 
subdued Dunshaughlin. More forces from North Kildare and Fingall 
arrived. When the main force had arrived, speeches were made and a "tree 
of Liberty" was planted, to commemorate the birth of the republic. 

The rebels then moved off to Tara picking up more supporters along the 
way. "Most of the farmers and labourers of the country, through which 
they passed flocked to their standard." 

Even though Dunsany Castle was in their path, it was not looted, mainly 
due to the action of the brewer who made the Castle ale. He told the 
rebels that they would only get his ale if they killed him first, the rebels 
declined to kill the man and continued on their way to Tara! 

It is interesting to note that most of the incidents occured along the 
Dublin-Navan road. This was possibly because orders issued before the • 
rising had the objective of cutting off of Dublin from the north. 
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5 LOYALIST MOVEMENTS 
LEADING UP TO THE BATTLE 

The historical accounts of the rebel activities preceding the battle are 
sparse and lacking detail. Rebel leaders in a position to give accurate 
accounts were usually either killed in the fighting or executed afterwards. 
Not so the view of events from the Loyalist side. Information on Loyalist 
movements up to the battle is related in detail. Musgrave, one of the 
commentators, wrote a book entitled "Rebellions in Ireland...". Although 
biased towards the loyalist cause Musgrave's factual information can be 
considered to be correct. 

Day One : Wednesday May 23rd. 
The first British - Loyalist activities we have knowledge of is the 
establishment of a communications system. As yet there were no regular 
troops in Meath and the commanders of the Yeomanry units realised their 
survival depended on good communications. The corps of Lord Fingall 
and Capt. Georges (the man nearly hung at Ratoath on the 24th by a rebel 
band) were cavalry units. Fingall commanded the Skreen cavalry and 
Georges commanded the Ratoath cavalry. Their troops would have carried 
letters between Yeomanry officers in Meath. 

Day Two : Thursday May 24th 
On the morning of 24th May a private from Captain Georges' Ratoath 
cavalry arrived in Navan and informed John Preston of the attacks on 
Dunshaughlin and Dunboyne and of his commanding officer's (Georges) 
close escape at Ratoath. 

Preston was alarmed and his Lieutenant, Philip Barry wrote to the 
commanding officer at Kells for reinforcements. No doubt Preston 
believed that Navan was next in the string of attacks along the road from 
Dublin. Captain Molloy, the commander at Kells on receiving Preston's 
message, travelled to Navan with his troops. 

Molloy must have viewed Preston as paranoid because after only a short 
stay in Navan, he concluded that the town was under no immediate threat 
and turned around and went back to Kells. Molloy was also probably 
concerned about the large ammunition depot at Kells and the inhabitants 
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BRITISH INFANTRYMAN ARMED WITH BROWN BESS 

of Kells who had been left unguarded. He did however leave the Kells 
cavalry at Navan. It was decided to send the Kells cavalry and some of the 
Navan cavalry to Dunshaughlin, to see if the rebels were as active as the 
private from Ratoath had said they were. 

This "reconnoitring" unit quickly discovered the county was in "a state of 
general insurrection" and looking over their shoulders returned to the 
security of Navan. Barry, the Lieutenant in the Navan cavalry, was 
extremely worried after receiving these first hand accounts from his own 
men, about rebel bands roaming in large numbers. Navan again wrote to 
Kells. "Sir. Prepare your yeomanry immediately, as an insurrection has 
appeared from Dublin to Dunshaughlin, and numbers have been 
murdered. Communicate this to all other officers." 

17 



LOYALIST MOVEMENTS IN THE DAYS BEFORE THE BATTLE 
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LOYALIST MOVEMENTS IN THE DAYS BEFORE THE BATTLE 

Day 1: Wednesday, May 23rd. 

Loyalist Forces on stand-by at their home bases. 

Day 2 : Thursday, May 24th. 

1. Soldier reports situation in Ratoath to Navan 

2. Message sent for help from Navan to Kells. 

3. Molloy and troops march to Navan. 

4. Molloy returns to Kells. 

5. Recon. unit goes to Dunshaughlin. 

6. Unit returns to Navan and reports. 

7. Navan warns Kells of rebel activity. 

8. Fencibles arrive at Navan. 

Day 3 : Friday, May 25th. 

9. Yeomanry gather at Navan. 

10. Preston meets General Scobie. 

Day 4: Saturday, May 26th.
, 
 

11. Loyalists march to Dunshaughlin. 

12. Dunshaughlin deserted. Scobie leaves for Dublin. 

13. Preston chases Scobie. 

14. Scobie gives Preston 210 men and a cannon. 

15. Loyalists march on Tara. 
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Molloy informed the different yeomanry officers and recommended them 
"to be in readyness". Meanwhile Preston had acquired information that an 
entire regiment of Reay (or Rea) Fencibles were to be in Navan on the 
night of the 25th. The Fencibles were to march to Dublin as 
reinforcements for the capital. Preston decided to try and convince the 
Fencibles to join up with the Yeomanry -forces and attack the rebels at 
Dunshaughlin. Preston met the Fencibles and the commander General 
Scobie agreed to a joint attack. 

The order books of the Reay Fencibles record that ten extra rounds of 
ammunition were issued, and that troops were to "have good flints well 
fixed in their firelocks" on this day. 

Day Three: Friday May 25th. 
On Friday various Yeomanry units from around Meath joined up at Navan 
for the planned attack on Dunshaughlin the following day. Aside from 
units marked with an asterix in the section about the Yeomanry, we know 
of one other unit which fought at Tara, the Upper Kells Infantry, 
commanded by the Captain Molloy already mentioned. The Fencibles 
arrived in Navan on the night of the 25th. The final preparations were 
made for the march on the next day, Saturday. 

Day Four: Saturday May 26th. The Day 
of the Battle-. 
At the break of day, the Fencibles and Yeomanry moved off to 
Dunshaughlin expecting to find the rebels there. However the rebels had 
already marched to Tara and the loyalists arrived to find Dunshaughlin 
deserted. Scobie was disgusted at what he perceived as the over reaction of 
the Yeomanry officers and again set off on his march to Dublin. Some of 
the Yeoman privates were also fed up marching about after what appeared 
to be non-existent rebels. They wanted to go home. What would have 
happened if they had? We can never know, the officers quelled the dissent 
among the ranks. After calming the Yeomanry, Preston rode after the 
Fencibles, who were now two miles into their march. 

Preston caught up with the Fencibles and asked their commander General 
Scobie to wait two hours while the Yeomen tried to find out where the 
elusive rebels had gone. Scobie refused point blank. Preston then told 
Scobie that if he did not stay that Preston, would ride ahead to Dublin and 
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THE RUINED CHURCH ON TARA IN 1791 

Taken from Grosse's Antiquities of Ireland. Note Skryne in the distance. 

obtain orders from the Lord Lieutenant commanding Scobie to stay in 
Meath and that Preston would return before Scobie had got half way to 
Dublin. They compromised. Scobie left Preston three companies (210 
men) and a battalion cannon, plus a promise to return. This Fencible unit 
was commanded by a Captain Blanche according to Musgrave, but Scobie 
names a different leader, in a letter written after the battle, a Captain Mc 
Lean. 

Soon the rebels were located by reports coming in from around Tara. 
Overall command was given to Blanche because of his superior military , 
experience and training. The Loyalist forces left Dunshaughlin at three 
o'clock and it probably took them about an hour and a half to reach Tara. 
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6 THE BATTLE 

SATURDAY 26TH MAY 1798 
The rebels had selected Tara as their gathering point long before the 
revolution broke out. Tara was an excellent position as it was a hill with a 
good view of the surrounding countryside and was well situated for cutting 
off the Dublin-Navan road. It was easily defensible, with a complex of 
ancient earthen fortifications providing cover. It was also a symbol of 
independence being the ancient seat of the Irish High King. A graveyard 
lay on the summit with strong stone walls, well positioned for storing 
supplies. The rebels had been assembling for three days, the majority 
arriving on Friday. The Loyalist forces seemed afraid to attack so morale 
was high. 

The Fencibles captured at Clonee had been forced at bayonet point to 
instruct rebels in the use of the captured sets of arms. Three pairs of green 
colours had been set up and forty camp fires were providing boiled mutton 
and other foods. But the rebels were unsure of their next move. 
Instructions written prior to the revolution ordered the rebels to wait for 
"militia friends" who would bring two cannon. These cannon had failed to 
turn up. The rebels lacked organisation. Discipline was almost non-
existent. 

As to the actual size of the rebel army, accounts vary from four to seven 
thousand. The real number was probably between four and five thousand. 
The area in which the main rebel strength was concentrated lay across the 
top of the hill, from the churchyard to Rath Laoighre. They appear to 
have been armed reasonably well, apart from the lack of cannon, having 
plundered firearms from around the county (notably at Lucan and 
Clonee). 

Just before the Loyalist forces arrived there appeared to have been a large 
number of rebels drunk. Some accounts suggest Lord Fingall paid a 
distiller or wholesale dealer by the name of Cregan, who lived in Navan, to 
send three horse loads of whiskey in barrels down the road beside Tara. 
The rebels, according to this account, seized the whiskey, and despite their 
leader's orders, proceeded to get drunk. 

This is also mentioned in a rebel account, by a rebel called Thomas 
Kiernan of Sherlockstown. "We soon arrived at the camp; all there were 
busy cooking and preparing tents to sleep in; we walked about for some 
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ONE OF THE EARTHEN BANKS ON THE HILL WHICH 
PROVIDED THE REBELS WITH A STRONG POSITION. 

short time. At length we saw some bustle at the east end of the camp. We 
soon learned it was a seizure that was being made on some Dublin carmen 
that were carrying whiskey to Killeshandra. Immediately after we saw 
several puncheons rolled on to the green. They were set out on one end 
and the other was knocked out. In a short time the boys began to carry 
away the whiskey in cans, pitchers, noggins and all manner of vessels. 
Although I was the eldest, Matthew gave me a tap of the elbow and a nod 
of his head. We went to the other side. "I think there is some treachery" 
said Matthew to me, "connected with sending whiskey that bye road to 
Killeshandra". 

Thus it would appear a number of rebels were drunk when the Loyalists 
arrived. At three o'clock the Loyalists marched from Dunshaughlin, thus 
they would have arrived at Tara well into the day. The rebels unsure of 
their next move after assembling on Tara had been sending out challenges 
to Lord Fingall all morning. Combined with reports from people fleeing 
from around Tara, the Loyalists quickly located the rebels. Captain 
Blanche, the Fencible officer, had been given overall command. No doubt 
he rested his men a short while, after their long march, before attacking.• 
Hauling the six pounder battalion cannon, they had been given, up the 
hill-side would have exhausted them further. 
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THE BATTLEFIELD 

Map of the hill of Tara 
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If the Fencibles took the most direct route they would have arrived at the 
bottom of the main hill on the road opposite Rath Laoighre. The 
topography of this area closely resembles the description of the initial 
stages at the battle. As soon as the rebels saw the Loyalist forces "they put 
their hats on top of their pikes, sent forth some dreadful yells, and at the 
same time beginning to jump and put themselves in various singular 
attitudes, as if bidding defiance". The rebel commander also came forward 
and made a "very pompous salute" before returning with "great 
precipitation". 

Accounts of the battle vary, but it can be broken up into two stages: (1) 
The first fighting on the open plain between Rath Laoighre and the road 
(2) A running battle between the crest of Rath Laoighre and the ruined 
Church, the final stand of the rebels in the graveyard. 

The Loyalists deployed themselves in a line in the following order:- Navan 
Cavalry / Kells Cavalry / Fencibles / Cannon / Kells Infantry / Skreen 
Cavalry. 

The infantry advanced to within fifty yards "with the greatest coolness" 
and opened fire. The cavalry were deployed on the left and right to 
prevent the rebels from outflanking them. Kiernan, the rebel from 
Sherlockstown, gives a good account of events in the United Irishmen 
camp. "Our headquarters were soon appraised to the approach of the 
King's forces. They immediately formed the men into lines. I should say 
immediately they tried to do so, but the whiskey made them so 
ungovernable that the lines could not be formed. This state of confusion 
was kept up until our enemy opened their fire on us. Their fire was well 
directed. I remember the first man that fell was a drummer. I know not to 
which corps he belonged". 

The rebels then made their fatal mistake. The rebel pikemen, for whatever 
reason, drink or eagerness to fight, abandoned their strong position and 
charged down hill. "The drunken men soon made a rally, but this was a 
fatal charge, because they ran like mad with pike in hand and so furious 
through our lines that they actually ran their pikes into their own friends. 
This threw us into disorder and there was no way of restoring order. Look 
at the position which way we would, there was nothing but confusion and 
despair - the drunken men could do nothing but throw us into 
disorder....At this moment a heavy fire of grape was opened on us from the 
cannon of the enemy. There was nothing but confusion in the camp and all 
this was occasioned by our men getting drunk." At this stage Kiernan 
decided that it was time for him and his brother to desert the rebel army. 
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The rebels continued rushing down Rath Laoighre, confident in their large 
numbers. At first the Loyalist infantry ran as they were unable to get near 
the rebels behind the eight to ten feet long pikes. The rebels ran after the 
fleeing infantry gathering speed from the hill's incline. The Loyalist cavalry 
charged. On the wide open ground the horses of the cavalry were able to 
charge, wheel and charge again, their swords hacking at the confused 
rebels. 

When the cannon began to open fire the rebels scattered, their nerve 
broken. Some like Kiernan left the battle there and then, sick of the 
slaughter of their friends and comrades in arms. Many went back up Rath 
Laoighre with the cavalry in hot pursuit. Some authors end the battle 
there and then but the Loyalist commander, who gives us the most 
detailed account, goes on. The rebels fought back while retreating towards 
the graveyard. The rebel tactics seem to have been centred around the 
cannon, making frantic attempts to capture it. These were without 
success.The battle went on until dusk. On approaching the graveyard the 
already tired Loyalists met the fiercest fighting. Captain Blanche later 
reported: "On approching the churchyard gate we met with most daring 
and obstinate resistance". 

Not alone were the Loyalists getting tired but they were also running out 
of ammunition. "At one period the King's troops did not gain the least 
advantage !" Things were looking bad and Blanche decided to attack with 
the grenadiers. The grenadiers were the men of greatest height and 
strength picked from each regiment and formed in individual units and 
were very effective for close quarter fighting, the equivalent of the modern 
day storm trooper. The grenadiers took the graveyard after a bayonet 
charge. "..and finding the men's ammunition almost expended, and our 
situation getting still more critical, I found it absolutely necessary to make 
one decisive effort which was gallantly executed by the grenaders." 

There was still fight left in the rebels. Some of the Skreen cavalry on the 
right flank had left the battlefield, either pursuing fleeing rebels, or 
because they had run out of ammunition. The rebels, we are told made 
"three desperate onslaughts, and in the last laid hold of the cannon". They 
had managed to break through the right flank, weakened by the cavalrys' 
disappearing act. But the final blow was soon to fall on the rebels "the 
officer who commanded the gun, having laid the match to it, before they 
could completely surround it, prostrated ten or twelve of the assailants and 
dispersed the remainder". 

Captain Blanche himself says of the rebel's seizure of the cannon:  

"returning their invasion and crowned our operations with a complete 
victory." 

The battle was over, the rebels had lost, the great United army of Meath 
had been routed. From the prisoners they captured, the Loyalists learned 
that the rebels had been considering proceeding that night to plunder 
Navan and then Kells in the hope of capturing the munitions stored there. 

7 THE AFTERMATH 
The battle was a complete success for the Loyalists. In a single stroke they 
disbanded the entire rebel army in Meath, an army which had been 
considered a serious threat to capital itself. 

The road to the capital from the north had been re-opened and an 
important area quelled. Apart from a few fighters who went to join the 
rising in Kildare, Meath's role in the rebellion was over. The gentry of the 
county had left an unforgettable, bloody stamp of their authority on the 
peasants. 

Not alone that but the Loyalists forces had suffered very few casualties. 
The Upper Kells infantry had one killed, William Wright, and five 
wounded. The Yeomanry cavalry appear to have escaped unharmed. 
Blanche also recovered the captured baggage, which was almost completely 
intact, and rescued eight of the ten captured Fencibles. 

The rebels on the other hand had been badly mauled. Next day 350 rebels 
were found dead on the battle field. No doubt many more died elsewhere 
from their wounds. Bodies were also removed during the night and the 
true figure for casualties could have been much higher. The rebels had 
thrown away all their weapons during the final rout. Vast numbers of 
pikes, muskets, fowling pieces, spits and reaping hooks were found on the 
battle field. The Loyalists took two prisoners which they executed the next 
day. Many other ex-rebels were rounded up and hung in the following 
weeks. Reverend R.R. Kavanagh leaves a particularly graphic account of 
the burials after the fighting on Tara: "It was a favourite practice after the 
battle to cut or rip stomachs for the purpose of disembowelling. Large 
graves were made along the ditches, and the dead bodies were thrown on 
carts and conveyed to the holes made as graves. Carts were not at that 
time as perfect as now, and had no sheeting on the body, only crossbars, 
solid or log wheels connected to the axle, the same as a railway wagon has 
at present, wheels and axles having to turn together. The bodies were 
thrown by four men on this cart to be taken for burial. Being ripped open, 
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their intestines fell through the open cart and came in contact with the 
axle, and by the motion of the cart the intestines coiled round and round 
till the horse could not draw it further. To "remove the block" they used 
axes to cut the intestines off the axle, and thereby gave freedom to the 
horse to travel to the grave. It took eight or nine days to bury the dead." 

The battle was fought and the battle was lost. But why was it lost? The 
rebels outnumbered the Crown forces by more than ten to one and were 
situated on easily defensible terrain. The main reasons for the humiliating 
defeat must be lack of discipline and lack of proper weaponry. 

There is no evidence of competent commanders on the rebel side. 
Although there were preset rules for organising the chain of command, 
there is little evidence of any real leader among the rebels. The rules of 
the United Irishmen expressly forbade drinking while "on business" yet if 
the accounts of the seizure of whiskey speak true, a large number of rebels 
were drunk as fighting commenced. All discipline, other than mob unity, 
appears to have disintegrated after the first shots were fired. The rebels 
abandonment of their easily defencible positions in the initial stages of the 
battle was fatal. A commander with any military experience would have 
prevented this. Perhaps the rebel leader tried to stop them but poor 
discipline made his commands inconsequential. 

There was also an imbalance in weaponry and training. The Crown forces 
manoeuvred as "if exercising on a field day." Their training would have 
enabled them to load faster. They were also armed in a uniform manner, 
making it easier to judge when to fire a volley. The weapons of the rebels 
varied from "blunderbusses" to "polished fowling pieces". They were not 
divided up into units armed in a similar manner thus making their volleys 
less effective. 

BROWN BESS AND BAYONET WITH FLINTLOCK ACTION 
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8 THE WEAPONS 

BROWN BESS RIFLE. (National Museum) 

THE BROWN BESS 
The standard British musket was the "Brown Bess." It was so effective it 
was to be used 17 years later at Waterloo. It weighed about 5kg with a 
barrel over one metre long. The Brown Bess was accurate at 75 yards and 
as many as five rounds a minute could be fired by trained troops. A 
bayonet could be attached to the top of the barrel turning it into an 
effective close quarters weapon. 

PIKE HEAD WITH DISTINCTIVE SPROG USED TO PULL 
THE BRIDLE FROM A HORSE. (National Museum) 

THE PIKE 
The main weapon of the rebels was the pike. Contempory descriptions of 
its use in combat illustrate it best. "The pike at the commencement very 
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frequently succeeded against the regulars and always against the Yeomanry 
cavalry and in close quarters it proved irresistable. The extreme expertness 
with which the Irish handled the pike was surprising. By withdrawing it 
they could shorten it to little more than the length of a dagger and in a 
second dart it out to its full length." 

"It appears the country people were armed with long pikes that appear to 
have been formed to resist cavalry. The handles are between eight and ten 
feet long, within four inches of the top of the handle fixed to the spear are 
two sharp, crooked sprogs, one on each side, contrived it is supposed to 
cut and pull the bridle from a horse." 

9 CHARACTERS AND LEADERS 
ON BOTH SIDES 

THE REBEL LEADER 
The Irish rebel commander and his identity are made vague by the 
inevitable chaos which ensued after the battle. All sources agree he was 
dressed in the white uniform of the Kildare militia, from which came the 
"Lily Whites", the Kildare Gaelic Football colours. Some sources (Court 
Martial papers - Trinity College, Dublin), name him as being George 
Cummins the man who lead the attack on the ironworks at Lucan. 
Unfortunately, some information points to Cummins being a member of 
the Clonsilla corps, not the Kildare militia. Cummins is also described as 
being "the son of a local innkeeper". Yet another source points to the 
commander being "one O'Carrol" a Captain of the Kildare militia. 
Rumour at the time of the battle even spoke of the commander being a 
French officer. 

When all evidence is considered it is most likely that Cummins was leader 
on the field of battle. Possibly the O'Carrol which Teeling encountered 
created the impression among the peasantry that he met that he was leader 
and so it became enshrined in tradition. Cummins possibly picked up the 
uniform after the outbreak of the revolution. Either way the leader's 
limited experience in the miltia hardly qualified him to lead the huge army 
that eventually assembled on Tara hill. 

30 

LORD FINGALL 
Lord Fingall (full title, eighth Earl of Fingall) is the most notable 
personality to fight in the battle. He was a Catholic and apart from 
fighting in the battle he is remembered for being a political activist for 
Catholic Emancipation. He was a leading member of the Catholic 
Emancipation committee. 

"The Catholic committee was an aristocratic and snobbish body dominated 
by Lords Trimbleston, Fingall, Gormanstown and Kenmare who did not 
relish being associated with men of trade, and who had little or no 
sympathy with Whiteboys and oppressed peasants." 

Fingall's Catholic faith did not hinder his actions. He is unlikely to have 
associated the United Irishmen with the Catholic religion. Lecky, one of 
the most notable historians of Ireland's eighteenth century, says "The 
object of the United Irishmen was a complete abolition of religious 
establishments as in France. They, continually and no doubt sincerely, 
denied that they had the smallest wish to set up a Catholic establishment 
or that they believed such an idea to be entertained by the Catholics and 
they added, that any such attempt would encounter their strenuous 
resistance." 

These intellectual declarations of atheism by the United Irishmen in the 
years before the revolution did nothing but alienate them even further 
from the loyalist Catholics. Once the rebellion broke out everthing became 
extremely disorganised. The principles of the organisation were more or 
less ignored by the Catholic peasants who were the majority of rank and 
file United Irishmen. The combatants quickly divided up along religious 
lines. The peasants had their long awaited opportunity for revenge on their 
Church of Ireland and upper class oppressors. 

Many loyalist Catholics found the fact that the majority of United 
Irishmen were Catholics embarrassing. A few days after rebellion broke 
out, a Loyalist Address signed by the entire Roman Catholic College of 
Maynooth, four Catholic peers and two thousand other members of the 
gentry was presented to the Lord Lieutenant. 

"We, the under signed, his Majesty's most loyal subjects, the Roman 
Catholics of Ireland think it necessary at this moment to declare our firm 
attachment to his Majesty's person and to the constitution under which we 
have the happiness to live...We cannot avoid expressing to your Excellency ' 
our regret at seeing amid the general delusion, many of our own religious 
persuasion engaged in unlawful associations and practices." 
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Fingall therefore opposed the United Irishmen because he supposed them 
to be an atheist movement and the rising what might be defined as a 
peasant revolution. In return the United Irishmen hated him for his 
loyalist persuasion and snobbish attitudes. Musgrave says in his book that 
"The Earl of Fingall, who commanded the yeomanry in this action showed 
great spirit and courage in it, for which and his noted loyalty and zeal in 
the service of his king and country during the progress of the conspiracy 
and rebellion, he became so obnoxious to the disaffected in the county of 
Meath that it was resolved to cut him off; and his assassination was to 
have been a signal for a general massacre of all the loyalists in that 
county". 

The plunder of his home Killeen Castle in 1793 by "Defenders" looking 
for arms had probably alienated him from their cause, five years before the 
revolution. In October 1796 he was made Captain of the Skreen Yeoman 
cavalry. 

In the early 1950s, my father attended the auction of the contents of 
Killeen Castle. He purchased a sword, one of several on sale. It was 
however the only functional cavalry sword in the sale. This sword has been 
assessed as a 1796 issue Georgian General's cavalry sabre. Fingall would 
have supplied himself with the best weapons so it is reasonable to 
conclude this sword was the one used by him on Tara. 

OTHER KNOWN COMBATANTS 
Loyalist: Captain Blanche, Captain in the Reay Fencibles, a regiment of 
regular Fencibles. Fencible regiments were mostly recruited in Scotland. 
His regiment was en route to Dublin and expected to be in Navan on the 
25th. He was probably the overall Loyalist commander on Tara. 

Loyalist: Caelib Barnes, Captain in the Lower Kells cavalry. 

Loyalist: Philip Barry, Lieutentant in the Navan cavalry (from Kilcarn). 

Loyalist: Ralph Dillon, 1st Lieutenant in Skreen cavalry under Lord 
Fingall. Resided at Lismullen. 

Loyalist: John Fleming, Cornet in Lower Kells cavalry. 

Loyalist: Hamilton Gorges, ( also refered to as Georges), M.P. for 
Kilbrew. He is not recorded as fighting in the battle but may have. He was 
heavily involved in loyalist activities leading up to the battle. He was 
Captain in the Ratoath cavalry. He was nearly hung by the rebels in 
Ratoath but was rescued by some Yeomanry and Highlanders. 
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LORD FINGALL'S SWORD 

DETAIL OF ENGRAVING ON THE BLADE 

Rebel: Gilsham, one Gilsham, a popish farmer. Leader of a group of 
rebels that entered Dunshaughlin and killed several Protestants. 

Rebel: Thomas Kiernan, of Sherlockstown. 

Rebel: Leavy, a young man of 17 from Athboy. Hung after Battle. 

Loyalist: Mc Lean, A Captain in the Reay Fencibles. 

Loyalist: Captain Molloy, Captain of the Upper Kells Infantry and a native 
of Lennoxbrook. He played a prominent part in British manoeuvres 
leading up to the battle. 

Rebel: Moran, Blacksmith who deserted rebels at Dunboyne. Shot by 
Reays. 

Rebel: O'Carrol, Leader of a band of rebels met by a historian named 
Teeling in the days leading up to the battle. Named wrongly, in tradition 
as the commander of the rebel army. 
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Loyalist: Captain Preston, Leader of the Navan cavalry. He resided at 
Bellinter. Later Lord Tara. 

Loyalist: General Scobie, Commander of the Reay Fencibles. A regiment 
travelling to Dublin along the Navan road and expected to be in Navan on 
the night of the 25th. His regiment was travelling to reinforce Dublin. 

Loyalist: Lancelot Shenton, 2nd Lieutenant in Skreen cavalry under Lord 
Fingall. 

Loyalist: William Smith, Lieutenant in the Lower Kells cavalry. 

Rebel: Molly Weston. Tradition holds that a woman fought at the battle. 
Certainly a side saddle was found on the battle field the next day and "a 
woman or man in woman's clothes" was seen during the fighting. Her role 
has perhaps been amplified above what actually occured. No mention is 
made of her in many of the most detailed accounts (both loyalist and 
rebel) and for such an apparently prominent figure, she is conspicuous by 
her absence. She is supposed to have led repeated charges against the 
cannon, yet her remarkable heroics seem to have gone unnoticed by nearly 
all of the combatants who survived to write accounts. 

There is however mention of "a heroine, whose spirit and bravery would 
have immortalised her name in a good cause" in an account of a small 
skirmish which occured at Narraghmore (Co. Kildare). The rebels lost that 
particular encounter and the woman was captured but released after the 
battle. This may be the source of the Molly Weston tale. 

Loyalist: William Wright, Member of Upper Kells infantry, killed in the 
battle. He is buried in the cemetery of St. Columba's, Church of Ireland, in 
Kells. There are four panels of inscription on the monument erected over 
his grave: "This monument was erected by the Upper Kells infantry comd. 
by Captain Molloy in grateful memory of their brother soldier William 
Wright who fell at Tara in the county of Meath in defense of his King and 
Country on the 26th May 1798. In the 56th year of his age". The remaining 
three sides contain poetic descriptions of Wright's qualities. 
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WRIGHT'S MEMORIAL IN KELL'S CHURCHYARD 

10 THE MEMORIALS 
There are two memorials on Tara to the "croppy boys". Both are supposed 
to mark the spot of the mass grave that the fallen rebels were buried in. 
The first is a headstone-like slab erected by the old I.R.A. in 1938, paid for 
by local contribution and put up due to popular demand. The old I.R.A. 
were campaigning for pensions at the time, and had been collecting locally 
to put markers on dead member's graves, and it seemed a logical extension 
to mark the "croppy" grave on Tara as well. Indeed a speech made by 
Deputy Giles of the old I.R.A. at Fordstown on March the 26th 1938 
contains some of this political sentiment, "A national day for the 
honouring of all who died for Ireland is needed to put a stop to the 
political abuse you are witnessing today." 

The second memorial is a celtic cross erected in 1948 during the 150th 
anniversary commemoration. A large event was held in that year organised 
by Father Cooney, parish priest of Skryne. Several dignitaries attended 
including the President, Sean T. O'Ceallaigh, the Taoiseach, John A. 
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1948 MEMORIAL CELTIC CROSS 

Costello, the Bishop of Meath, Most Rev. Dr. Kyne and Eamon de Valera. 
High Mass was said by a military chaplain, the memorial was unveiled, and 
the last post was sounded. A re-enactment of the battle was also held, in 
which the rebels were suitably sober and performed suitably heroically. 
Rev. Felim O'Brien who celebrated the Mass said in his sermon, "One 
qualification these brave men had to enter battle - their idealism, their 
love of civil and religious liberty." 

The whole event appears to have been a great success with between 20,000 
and 50,000 people attending, and was broadcast on radio. 

The inscription of the memorial read (It is now almost obliterated by the 
effects of the weather): 

"Sacred to the memory of the men of 1798 who died here and throughout 
our land and of those who died and suffered at home and in exile through 
the years of our bondage that our country might be free. Requiescant in 
pace. This is to promise to erect here a fitting memorial in thanksgiving to 
Almighty God and to the memory of those who died for Ireland. 3rd 
October 1948." 

1938 MEMORIAL ON TARA 
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THE LIA FAIL (ALSO KNOWN AS THE STONE OF DESTINY) 

This was originally located near the Mound of the Hostages but was moved 
to its present position as a marker for some of the croppies who are interred 
there. 
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