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The General Opinion 

AGAIN 
NEXT YEAR! 

As you know, Butlin's specialise in catering for every member of 
every family: infant, youthful, Middle-aged, and elderly. And on all 
sides, from all types of people, we have had the enthusiastic assurances 

We're coming again next year !” 
You will realise the significance of this Iv hen we tell you that Mosney 
Holiday Village catered for no less than 16,000 people in our first short 
season. True, we will be able to increase the bookings for 1949—but 
it would be wise for you to plan ahead. If you haven't seen this 
:100-acre holiday estate ask anyone who - has--or write for free 
illustrated brochure to P.R.O., Butlin's, Near "Laytown, County Meath. 

Bigger and better musical festivals, bigger and better programmes 
are all in the making for 1949. 

BUTLIN'S HOLIDAY VILLAGE, MOSNEY 
Ireland's most popular playground! 

TARA '98 COMMEMORATION 

PATRONS: 

HIS EXCELLENCY SEAN T. 0 CEALLAIGH 

President of Ireland 

MOST REV. DR. KYNE 
Bishop of Meath 

JOHN A. COSTELLO, ESQ., S.C., T.D. 
An Taoiseach 

EAMON DE VALERA, ESQ., T.D. 

CENTRAL ORGANISING COMMITTEE: 

CHAIRMAN—Rev. G. Cooney, P.P., Skryne. 
VICE-CHAIRMAN—Rev. P. Fox, C.C., Skryne. 
TRUS11EE9—Rev. G. Cooney, P.P.; Brian Smyth, N.T. 
SECRETARY—Brian Smyth, N.T., Skryne. 
ORGANISMS—Thomas Condon, Co.C.; R. J. Murray, Co.C. 
CONEVIITTEE--Senator P. Fitzsimons, Chairman Meath Co. Council; 

Capt. Giles, T.D.; Michael Hilliard, T.D.; M. O'Reilly, TD.; 
Patrick Quinn; Patrick Clusker, 1J.D.C., Nevem; Jahn Allen, 
1J.D.C., Navan; T. Kennedy, IT.D.C., Naven; Joseph Woods; 
Tihomas Tobin, N.T.; Michael Harrington, N.T.; John Clarke; 
Michael Reid, C,o.C.; W. F. Dunican, N.T.; John Fitzgerald, 
C3.0.; Capt. Kevin Oakes and L. Lynch, F.C.A. 

FIELD OrriCER—Capt. McEvoy, Gormanstown. 
DIRECICR OF TRANSPORT—Lieut. Gogarty, G.H.Q. 
DERECPOR OF PAGEANTRY—Lieut.-Dowling, G.H.Q. 

ito 

TWO BATTLES OF TARA 

There were two battles of Tara in 1798. The first is described by 
Captain Cox and the second is alluded to by the contributor iwho has 
written the story of Raffan... 

The first, in the early stages of the rising, was not participated in 
by any Wexford eroppies. Its main force was comprised of Meath and 
Fingalilian insurgents and was part of the original plan of the Rising. 

It was after the dispersal of the Wexford men in Wexford that 
the second' battle was fougtht on the historic hill. On this occasion' 
the men of Wexford retreated northwards and fought and died as 
described. 

BUTLIN'S FOR HOI InAYS 
-emmee...6%-ie.",wiewirem.wow.rvidwe. 



CEREMONIES ON THE HILL OF TARA 
3rd OCTOBER, 1948 

TIME TABLE: 
ON THE HILL OF TARA: 

11.30 IA.M.--Solemn High Mass at, whioh His Lordship, the Bishop 
of Meath will preside—full Church ritual—military honours—blessing 
of colours, blessing of the Hill; presentation of symbol to F.C.A. by 
Old I.R.A. 

2.30 P.M.—Aseengule for Procession to the Croppies' grave; move 
off at 3 p.m.; Military salute; Memorial Cross unveiled by His Excel-
lency, the President of Ireland; Last Post; Reveille; National Flag 
raised from half mast. 

FRIDAY, 1st OCTOBER—Seardhlight Display from a venue in 
centre of Meath, actual venue to be settled yet—should the weather 
be suitable it is expected that the reflection may be seen all over 
Meath. 

PAIIRIC TAILTEA N N : 

SATURDAY 2nd, and SUNDAY, 3rd OCTOBER (from 8 o'clock 
each evening)—Military Tattoo. 

Pageant—Eight scenes depicting historic events associated avith 
Tara and Meath, as follows: 

The Coming of St. Patrick; 

The Tailteann Games; 

The Norman COnquest; 

Incident at the Battle of the Boyne; 

The Battle of Tara; 

O'Connell's Repeal Meeting on Tara; 

The Battle of Aililbourle, 1916; • 

Grand Finale. 

Over 600 performers will take part in these scenes. 

[To the organisations, the men and women individually and 
collectively; who have spent Weeks at rehearsals, and made the pageant 
possible, the Committee of the Tara Commemoration extend their 
grateful thanks.] 

INTRODUCTION 

Commemoration Committee have delegated to the Editor of 
this little Brochure the pleasant task of thanking the contributors 

to its pages. Father Brady, distinguished historian, with very little 
notice, kindly wrote his scholarly article on the Significance of Tara; 
Captain 10ox

' 
 Of the Archives Section of the National Army, gives us 

the ben.efit of his extensive researches in a penetrating review of the 
whole 1798 campaign; Mr. L. S. Gogan has given gracious perraission 
to reprint his brilliant epitome of Tara's markings; Mr. P J. Gaynor, 
Bailieboro', has told briefly of the battle of Coodnahinch; others avho 
Wish to remain anonymous have assisted by various contributions. The 
Nobber sub-committee took much pains in ascertaining facts in connec-
tion with the battle around Rattan. To all, grateful thanks is extended. 
Apologies are tendered to contributors whose articles have had to be 
cut down, some very substantially. 

It is fitting here, too, to welcome our visitors, from our beloved 
Bishop and from the head of our State to the humblest. We bid them 
all a hearty Cead Mile Failte to the storied Hill of Tara, on this 
auspicious occasion. 

It is a significant and will be a historic occasion. Away back in 
the sixth century, as told by Mr. Grogan, Tara was placed under inter-
dict by Saint Ruadhan; on 3rd October, 1948, the Hill is being Blessed, 
with full ritual, by the Pastor of Skryne, in which parish it is 
situated. 

The memory of the men and women who fought and fell on Tara 
and in many other parts of Meath in 1798, is being worthily honoured 
and here it is necessary to repeat, what is said elsewhere, there were 
two full sized engagements on Tara. The first in May was in accord 
with the original plan of the Rising, and in this the men of Meath 
and Fingal took part. The second was-fought in September when the 
dispensed Wexford men journeyed north, gathering forces from other 
counties on the way and rallied on the historic hill. After the May 
battle Meath was subjected to all the rigours of a terrible persecution 
and was •broken and bleeding when the gallant men of Wexford 
arrived to fight and die. 

Many Wexford men will be on the Hill of Tara on this, the 150th 
Anniversary of the Rising; many Fingallians; many from Kildare, 
Wicklow and Westmeath, Cavan and Louth, all of which counties 
have had loyal sons who fell there or thereabouts and all join together 
proud of their heroism, and in devotional spirit to thank God that the 
sacrifices of the men of 1798; the sacrifices of the men of all 
generations, who died for Ireland, have not been in vain, and that 
from their example came the spirit which, in our time, has wrested 
from the conqueror the spoils of the conquest and brought the largest 
part of Ireland back into Irish control and will, please God, force 
back to us the rest of the land which is our heritage. 

EDITOR. 

1.11 



COMMITTEE'S THANKS. 
THE MEMORY OF THE DEAD 

The Central Committee of the Tara '98 Commemoration wishes to 
express its indebtedness to the Minister for Defence, the G.O.C., 
officers and men of the Army's Eastern Command for the help ex-
tended to the Committee in, the organisation of the Commemoration, 
without which it would have been impossible to carry out the functions 
in a manner worthy of the object. Thanks are due also to Mr. and 
Mrs. Walsh, Beechmount House, Navan; Mr. C. Murray, Ardsallagh; 
Mrs. Marsh, Navan Clothing Company; Miss Spicer, Navan; the Navan 
Convents and the Brothers of the De La Salle Order, and also the 
staffs concerned for their practical help in all matters within their 
spheres of influence. The Committee desires to extend its thanks 
to the various Sub-Committees in the county for preparing the 
pageantry display at such short notice. Also the Organisations ii. 
Trim, KeIls, Athboy and Navan in providing the personnel for the 
various tableaux and to the priests and students at St. Columban's, 
Dalgan'Park, for their invaluable contributions to the arrangements. 
Finally, the Committee wishes to thank the priests and Parish Conl-
mittees throughout the county for their help, without which the 
Commemoration could not succeed; also the fine generous spirit of 
the people of Meath which made possible a Commemoration worthy, 
we hope, of Royal Meath and its glorious traditions. 

(Signed) BRIAN SMYTH, 

Secretary, Central Committee. 
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Who fears to speak of Ninety-Eight? Who blushes at the name? 
When cowards mock the patriot's fate who hangs his head for shame? 
He's all a knave or half a slave who slights his country thus; 
But a true man, like you man, will fill your glass with us. 

We drink the memory of the brave, the faithful and the few—
Some lie far off beyond the wave, some sleep in Ireland, too;   
All, all are gone, but still lives on the fame of those who did; 
All true men, like you, men, remember them with pride. 

Some on the shores of distant lands their weary hearts have laid, 
And by the stranger's heedless hands their lonely graves were made; 
But, though their clay be far away beyond the Atlantic foam, 
In true men, like you, men, their spirit's still at home. 

The dust of some is Irish earth—among their own they rest; 
And the same land that gave them birth has caught them to her 

breast; 
And we will pray that from their clay full many a race may start 
Of true men, like you, men, to act as brave a part. 

They rose in dark and evil days to rigiht their native land; 
They kindled here a living blaze that nothing shall withstand; 
Alas! that Might can vanquish Right—they fell and passed away; 
But true men, like you, men, are plenty here to-day. 

Then there's their memory—may it be for us a guiding light 
To cheer our strife for liberty and teach us to unite! 
Through good and ill, be Ireland's still, though sad as theirs your fate, 
And true men fbe you, men, like those of Ninety-Eight. 

JOHN KELM, INGRAM. 

THE HARP THAT ONCE 

The harp that once, thro' Tara's halls, 
The soul of music shed, 

Now hangs as mute on Tara's walls 
As if that soul were fled— 

So sleeps the pride of former days, 
So glory's thrill is o'er; 

And 'hearts, that once beat high for praise, 
Now feel that pulse no more. 

No more to chiefs and ladies bright 
The harp of Tara wells ;  

The chord alone, that breaks at night, 
Its tale of ruin tells. 

Thus freedom now so seldom wakes, 
The only thrdb she gives 

Is when some heart indignant breaks, 
To show that still she lives. 

THOMAS iOORE. 

BRINDLEYS LTD. 
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Co. Meath Vocational Education Committee 
DAY AND EVENING CLASSES 

IRISH, ENGLISH and BUSINESS CORRESPONDENCE. 

BOOK-KEEPING. 	ARITHMETIC. 	COOKERY. 

SEWING. MANUAL INSTRUCTION. METAL WORK. 
PERMANENT CENTRES 

AN IJAIMEL CEANANNUS MOR. TRIM. ATHBOY. 
NOBBER. DUNSHAUGHLIN. GIBBSTOWN. 

Rural Science is taught at Athboy, Dunshaughlin, Nobber 
and Gibbstown schools. 

EDUCATIONAL YEAR: SEPT.—JULY. Sessional Classes in 
Irish, Domestic Economy and Manual. Instruction in rural 

areas throughout the county. 

Lucrative positions have been secured by many of the 
Committee's students. 

Prospectus for each school to be had on application to the 
Headmaster. Inquiries invited. 

SEAN MacNaMIDHE, C.E.O., An Uaimli. 

NAVAN ENGINEERING WORKS 

DEALERS 

Co. MEATH. 
l'HONE 29. 

By. CAPTAIN. GERARD *. 00X, Archives Section, General 
Headquarters. Editor and Member of the Council, County 
Kildare Archteological Society; Member Society of Antiquar-
ians of Ireland; Member Irish Historical Society. 

NOTE: In dealing iwith he military aspects of 1798 great assistance 
was obtained from the masterly study of Irish military history, 
"Irish Wars," written by the late Colonel J. J. O'Connell, M.A. 

nNE Hundred and fifty years ago Ireland lay under a pall of smoke 
'through which fitful flames here and there burst momentarily 
into view, to blaze fiercely and die out. The groans and agonised cries 
of a tortured people cried to heaven for vengeance. Beneath the heel of 
•the conqueror the sons of the Gael were being crushed into the earth. 
On every roadside the trees bore their grisly crop of dead, the cabins 
of the poor flamed to the skies, while the survivors, tortured and 
pillaged, resolved to die pike in hand like men rather than live as 
slaves. Such was the month of June in the year of Our Lord one 
thousand, seven hundred and ninety-eight. 

To bring the events of that fateful year into true perspective 
one must go back over the,previous century. The close of the 17th 
century found Ireland desolate and defeated at the close of the 
Jacobite Wars. The Treaty of Limerick so honourably signed and 
accepted by Carsfield was callously violated by William of Orange. 
The last remaining leaders of aristocratic birth, those to whom the 
•overwhelming mass of .the people looked for leadership, went into exile 
followed during the course 4 the next fifty years by the flower of 
Ireland's young manhood.. Until, by the close of the eighteenth 
.century, aver a quarter of a million Irishmen had died in the servi:ie 
of France alone, to say nothing of those who gave their lives in the 
service of Spain, Austria, Russia and other European nations. Until 
As Davis sang: 

" From Dunkirk to Belgrade, lie the soldiers and chiefs 
of the Irish Brigade." 

At home the Wiiliamite and Cromwellian planters who obtained 
the lands vacated by their rightful owners decided that in order to 
secure their illgotten gains. and to prevent the Irish people from ever 
rising again, the nation should be so debased and enslaved that they 
would become a nation of helots, hewers of wood and drawers of 
water. With this object in mind, the terms of the Treaty of Limerick 
were quickly shelved, legislation was introduced and enforced to pre-
vent the Iristh people of any class from obtaining education, property, 
or the consolations of reiigion. There is no need for me here to 
dilate on the Penal Laws. I have stated their object and we shall 
see haw near it came to succeeding. 

MAIN 

''•.W.%".1`ee.".%"~"%%%"mmrne" 
merWM.%*~~~..wieeeme6W~M. 

THE MIXT PARLIALMENT. 
The principal organisation in carrying out the campaign was the 

so-called " Irish " Parliament sitting in Dublin. This body repre-
sented the alleged aristocracy of Ireland, those who ,had fattened on 
the lands 4 the Gael. Venial in spirit, corrupt . and petty, they 
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thought by force and oy guile to safeguard their plunder and ensure 
the safety of their position against a people who outnumbered them 
sixteen to one. Foreign in race and creed, they had no sympathy with 
the people, but regarded them as 'helots born to slavery, whose cry 
for liberty was to be smothered in their blood. It was this Parliament, 
over half of whose members were appointed either by the Government 
or the great landlords, who passed the Penal Lievs and urged the 
confiscation of the remainder of the estates of the ancient Irish 
families. 

"Here it must be made clear that the Protestants of the 
middle class have ever proved themselves the sincerest friends 
of their persecuted fellow-countrymen of another creed, while 
the aristocracy, with the lower rabble, their clients and depen- 
dents have been their relentless enemies." (Kavanagh: History 
of 1798). 
Two great events of the latter portion of the eighteenth century 

were to Shake this august and rotten body to its foundation. These 
were the American War of Independence in the seventies, and the 
French Revolution in the eighties. English repressive measures had 
driven their American Oalonies into Rebellion, and the American 
armies, led by Washington, bad put the British to the pins of their 
collars to hold a perilous foothold on the American Continent by 
1782. I may point out that it is calculated by American historians 
that one in three of Washington's Army was Irish. 

DANGER OF FRENCH INVASION. 
'Dhreatened by the collapse of their Western power and by the 

threat of French invasion, Britain had to withdraw all her available 
troops from Ireland. In order to defend Ireland, Parliament had to 
agree to the setting up of the Volunteer Movement. Every able-
bodied Protestant was enlisted in this movement, and naturally the 
greater number was of the Protestant middle-class. This class, always, 
as I have stated, of a more liberal type than the aristocracy, soon 
realised their power, and demanded greater authority in the Govern-
ment of Ireland. They succeeded in compelling the British Govern-
ment to agree to greater legislative freedom for the Irish Parliament 
and the consequent greater prosperity of the country as a whole. 
They then expressed the desire that their fellow Catholics sbould 
enjoy the same rights of freedom as they enjoyed. In addition 
they demanded the reform of the corrupt Parliament. These demands 
were not acceded to, but the oligarchy which controlled Ireland and 
their compatriots in England became alarmed, and resolved to destroy 
the Volunteer Movement and any hope of union between Catholic and 
Protestant. Besides, the English manufacturers glad begun to feel 
the effects of Irish competition. The destruction of the Volunteers 
was accomplished by division within the movement and by the defeat 
of the Reform Movement. This occurred in 1783. By that the clarion 
call of the French Revolution had reached our shores and the ideas 
of Liberty, Fraternity and Equality had commenced to inalce them-
selves felt amongst all sections of the community. However, the 
collapse of the Volunteer Movement extinguished the hopes of reform 
from above. The Movement which had promised so much had fizzled 
out. 
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VTR CAIHOLIC PEASANTRY. 
The Irish Catholics on the other hand refused to allow their hopes. 

to be 'banished. The unfortunate peasantry, for to that level most 
of the nation had by now been reduced, had throughout that century 
of desolation kept hope in their hearts. The unconquerable spirit 
of the Gael never surrendered, but, kept alive in the humble cabins 
of the poor, had once more begun to stir. Throughout that dark age, 
in what Daniel Corkery aptly calls " the Hidden Ireland," the hope 
of recovery still lived on. Lecky, the historian, who can scarcely be 
called pro-Irish, says of them after the Volunteer fiasco: "The 
peasantry were made of sterner stuff. 'Dhey boasted less. They passed 
no resolution about the inalienable rights of man; but they. had in 
them the ancient inbred hatred of the Saxon conquerors. Coercion 
had awed them into submission but with the first signs of weakness 
in the military powers the hereditary enmity revived. The landlords 
had sown the wind and were to reap the whirlwind. The Irish nation, 
as it is passionate and revengeful, so beyond most others it is malleable 
by just authority. The Celtic earth-tiller' will pay his liege lord 
for kindness and generosity with romantic fidelity. Two centuries 
had been allowed to the Saxon intruders to win the affection of the 
native race. The Irish peasants remained in rags like theie ancestors; 
lodged under one roof with their pigs and cows, paying rent to the 
masters who bad no care for their bodies; paying tithes to clergy who 
cared as little for their souls; maintaining gallantry in the midst of 
their wretchedness, their own hedge schools and their own priests; 
crooning their own songs and airs, and nursing their melancholy 

• history; every rock and glen peopled with tradition of some battle 
with the Saxons. some daring exploit of hunted raparees. So it had 
gone till they .were told that their claim was broken. Tlhey looked 
into the justice which was said to have ,been done at last, and they 
found that it meant no more than the privilege of helping to send 
onc of their Protestant masters to Parliaarient. They heard that if 
they wanted more they Must arm, as the Volunteers had armed. 
They must make the Government afraid of them and the Government 
would then give them their way." (Lecky—Pb. 11, p. 123). 

THE IrN1TEd) IRISHMEN. 
The leaders of the liberal Protestant elements realising that .  

political agitation was fruitless decided to go underground and 
accordingly founded the United Irishmen in 1791 in the City of Belfast. 
The principal founders were Wolfe Tone and Samuel Neilson. One of 
the main objects of the Society was to unite all sections of the 
nation irrespective of religion. The Government had deliberately 
fostered religious ill-feeling in order to divide the population. The 
foundation and spread of the Orange Order in 1795 was encouraged 
and fraternal strife was the order of the day. The United Irishmen 
flourished from the first and soon by Government measures was forced 
to become a secret military society and counted within its members not 
less than half a million men. Its military chief 'was the darling of 
Irish patriots, Lord Edward Fitzgerald, a young man of singularly 
great talents and of great military capacity. Tone was forced into 
exile in America and went from there to France, where he worked hard 
to convince the French Authorities, now at war with Britain, that 
intervention in Ireland would successfully defeat Britain. 
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TRAITORS AND TERROR. 
Unfortunately, the Government having at its disposal vast sums 

for the purpose of bribery was well aware of all that went on within 
the United' Irishmen, and determined :to allow the conspiracy to 
proceed until it was ready to strike, when the opportunity would be 
taken to crush the Irish people, so that never again would they rise. 
In addition Britain deteranined that the time was approaching when 
the Irish Parliament could be done away with and Ireland brought 
oompletely under the domination of London. The British were deter-
mined that the Irish colonists were not to be allowed to go the way 
of their American cousins. Let them get a good fright by allowing 
the Irish to rise. They will agree all the quicker to the Union and 
we can bribe anybody who still holds out. Further fuel was heaped 
on the flames of religious bigotry. The Government disseminated all 
manner of rumours of measures to be perpetrated by _Catholics on 
Protestants and vice versa. So well did they succeed that in 1795 
seven thousand Catholics were killed or driVen from their homes in 
the County Armagh alone while the magistrates stood idly by or 
deliberately encouraged the offenders.. In Connaught thousands of 
Catholics were seized and without trial or even a charge were sent 
to a living death in the Fleet. In May, 1797, an order was issued by 
the British Commander-in-Chief that placed the whole country under 
Martial Law. 

" To form an adequate idea of the terrible sufferings of 
the Irish people during this period, we have but to consider 
that every law which protected the rights of the subject was 
suspended; that the bitterest enemies who had sworn to 
exterminate them were constituted at once the judges and 
executioners." (Kavanagh: History of 1798, p. 14). 

The embittered Orangemen were organised in regiments of 

. Yeomanry and in this way lieensed to oppress and murder the ufifor-
tunate -people. The troops, regular and yeoman, were encouraged to 
acts of the 'Worst inhumanity. Pitch-capping, half-hanging and lash-
ings were the order of the day. The troops were placed at " Free 
Quarters" throughout the land. To such a degree of lawlessness was 
the Army reduced that General Abercrombie who was appointed 
Commander-in-Chief in 1797, resigned within two month t in disgust 
declaring that " the Amy in Ireland was formidable to everyone but 
the enemy." 

'BANTRY BAY. 
In December, 1797, Wolfe Tone succeeded in his efforts and a 

large French Fleet, having on board 15,000 picked troops, under the 
command of one of France's ablest generals—Hoche—sailed from 
Brest to Ireland. But fate was against us; fog dispersed the fleet 
and the remainder were driven off the coast by a violent storm. One 
can imagine the horrible suspense and heart-breaking worry of Tone 
as he sat in,his cabin in Bantry Bay that wild December day, seeing 
minute by minute his hopes and ambitions fading. Eventually 
the remnant of the fleet sailed 'back to France without landing a man. 
There is no doubt that had the French landed the whole country would 
have risen and, bathed by the splendid troops of Hoche, Irelend could 
have 'been freed. 
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THE GOVERNMENT POUNCES. 
The Government bided their time and allowed the campaign of 

terror to increase day by day. Finally, on 12th March, 1798, the new 
Chief Secretary, the infamous Castlereagh, struck. With full infor-
mation placed at his disposal by the informer Reynolds of a meeting 
of the Leinster Delegates at Oliver Bond's Warehouse in Bridge Street, 
Dublin, with a view to determining measures for the successful con-
duct of the rebellion about to take place, Castlereagh surrounded the 
building and arrested the delegates. Lord Edward was wounded and 
arrested Shortly afterwards and died from his wounds. " Thus 
perished in a am* English dungeon the hope of his country and the 
terror of his enemies, the lion-hearted Geraldine—the best and bravest 
of his princely race." (Kavanagh, p 20). Bereft of its leaders the 
movement was like a ship without a rudder. From the 30th March, 
the date of the proclamation of Martial Law, the severities exercised 
on the people pass all description. The most horrible tortures were 
made use of to extort a confession of guilt from suspected persons; 
houses were plundered and men and women hanged without, even the 
formality of a trial. These atrocities were not confined to any single 
district, but were perpetrated throughout the entire country. The 
Government was determined to force the leaderless people into rebellion 
in order to crush them and accomplish their own base ends. They 
succeeded well. On the 23rd May, 1798, the exasperated people rose. 

PART II. 
• 

So far I have sketthed briefly the *vents which led up to the 
Rebellion- of 1798. I now propose to deal with the outbreak itsel 
from a purely military view-point. This campaign differed greatly 
from any previous effort made to achieve Irish freedom. While in 
other wars the Irish had invariably been at a disadvantage as regards 
resources and equipment, in 1798 they were very much worse off in 
this regard. In this year they had no advantage as regards training 
such as had won for their ancestors the Battles of Benburb and The 
Yellow Ford. Besides this the economic progress which the country 
had made during the 18th century hampered them considerably. 
By this I mean °that the improved communication by road and canal 
allowed the British to concentrate their troops more easily and to 
bring overwhelming forces to each danger-point in turn. 

The fighting covered b. period of nearly four months in all—from 
the 23rd May to the 8th September and can be divided into four 
distinct portions: 

(1) The Rising in Leinster in 'accordance with the original Plan; 
(2) the Rising in Ulster in accordance with the original Plan; (3) the 
Campaign in Wexford—by , far the most serious, and (4) Humbert's 
Ca,mpaig,n in Connaught. .Now although a peasant insurrection is 
necessarily sporadic there were certain factors that tended towards 
a partial unifying of the fighting into a whole; the chief moving parties 
everywhere were the United Irishmen and naturally this gave some. 
unity; everywhere the question of aid from France was kept in view. 
For these reasons it is possible to view the fighting as a single war 
fought with the object of securing control of the country to the 
people. , 
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1. THE ORIGINAL RISING IN LEINSTER. 

The United Irish Society had decided that the signal for the 
Rising was to be the seizing of the City of Dublin on the night of 
May 23rd. In order to cover this operation the city lamp lighters. 
•avere not to light the public lamps that night. In addition the seizure 
of Dublin was to be accompanied by local risings in the surrounding 
counties, Meath, Dublin, Kildare and Wicklow. The idea of the latter 
risings was to isolate Dublin from the remainder of the country, to 
destroy the small garrisons scattered at "free quarters " and to leave 
the rebel leaders as wide a zone of operations as possible. As soon 
as Dublin was safely in Irish bands steps were to be taken to organise 
and eliuip the Rebel army. Lord Edward Fitzgerald, who was tha 
author of this sound military plan;  laid it down as the main guiding 
principle that any general engagement was to be avoided until a 
satisfactory standard of training and organisation was attained, or 
until a. considerable French Force had landed. The effect of Lord 
Edward's death left the plan without a guiding hand. 

The Rising in Dublin never materialised. Thanks to its spys 
'and informers the Government took all precautions; all public build-
ings were guarded, and by occupying the Liffey bridges the city was 
effectively divided and its northern and southern portions isolated 
from each other. The Rising in County Dublin fizzled out. On the 
night_ of the 23rd the Ulster_u)lail Coaches were stopped at Santry,  by 
a small force who were unabla to do anything more. In South County 
Dublin about 400 insurgents gathered at Rathfarnham where they 
were surprised by a detachment of Cavalry under Lord Roden and cut 
to pieces. " As 'far-as the City of Dublin was concerned the insurrec-
tion was a complete failure." (O'Connell: Irish Wars, p. 131). 
The callous and inhuman treatment of the prisoners and the dead 
taken at Rathfarnhaan is best recounted by Sir Jonah Barrington "n 
his " Rise and Fall of the Irish Nation." " A new disgusting and 
horrid scene was next morning publicly exhibited, after which the 
military executions commenced and continued with unabating activity. 
Some dead bodies of insurgents sabred the night before by Lord 
Roden's dragoons were brought in a cart to Dublin wth some Prisoners 
tied together. The carcases were stretched out in the Castle Yard, 
where the Viceroy then resided and in full view of the Secretary's 
window. They lay on the pavement as trophies of the first skirmish, 
during a hot day cut and gashed in every part, covered with clotted 
blood and dust, the most frightful spectacle which ever disgraced a 
royal residence save the Seraglio. After several hours exposure, some 
appearance of life was perceived in one of the mutilated carcases. 
The man had been stabbed and gashed in various parts; his body was 
removed to the guard-room and means taken to restore animation. 
The efforts succeeded; he entirely recopered and was pardoned by 
Lord Camden. He was an extraordinarily fine young man, above six 
feet high, the son of a Mr. Keogh, an opulent land owner of Rath-
farnham. He did not, however, change his principles and was 
ultimately sent out of the country." He was lucky compared with 
the fate of countless thousands of others, shot or hanged out of hand. 

BATTLE 014' K 11.0 ULLE.N. 
The second part of Lord Edward's plan—the risings in the 

surrounding counties—was more successful. The fact that the terrain 
was unsuitable for the only type of fighting that poorly armed and 
untrained men were capable of, i.e., guerilla warfare, makes their 
fight all the more creditable and glorious. The level open country 
of Meath, Kildare and Carlow saw not a feav successful encounters 
and some glorious defeats. One of the most notable was the Battle 
of Old Kilcullen, Co. Kildare. "General Dundas confidently deter-
mined upon heading a solid body of pikemen by the impetuosity and 
weight of his heavy cavalry. The peasantry in a deep close column 
and under the ruined Church of Old Kiloullen, received them on their 
pikes; they captured and killed many of the heavy cavalry and the 
General escaped with difficulty. The main body of the insurgents 
was attacked again the same day with artillery and quickly broken; 
but not until lanes had been repeatedly out through them with solid 
shot. "There in two sentences we have the strength and weakness 
of the insurgents from a military point of view." (O'Connell: Irish 
Wars, p. 133). 

WAR IN MEATH. 
The first report of fighting in Meath came from Dunboyne where 

a poorly armed body of rebels seized the town on the morning of the 
24th May; they killed a nurmber of persons

' 
 including the Gauger or 

Excise Officer and a number of Yeomen. A Mr. Wynne of Clonsillagh 
who commanded the local yeomen on being informed of the outbreak 
gathered a number of yeomen and, accompanied by U. regular soldiers 
belonging to the •Angus Highlanders, proceeded to Ratoath where 
he had heard that the rebels had as prisoners Captain Georges, M.P. 
for Meath, a Lieut. Corbaltv and a number of yeomen, and that the 
rebels were about to hang the prisoners. On his way he was joined 
by a detachment of the 5th Dragoons under the command of a Mr. 
Frederick Faulkner.. They surprised the rebels and dispersed them and 
killed thirty-five of them. The rebels rallied and attacked and de-
feated Wynne and pursued him and his troops as far as Clonee Bridge, 
killing a number of the 'highlanders and yeomen of the Ray-Fencibles. 
On the same morning Lieut. Armstrong had attacked small parties 
of rebels at Esker and Lucan, capturing their leaders, Geraghty and 
Daly, and hanging or killing every man he could lay big hands on. 
The rebels, on the other hand, scored a success by capturing the 
baggage of the Angus Regiment and killing the guards—six is number. 

A large party of rebels, led by a man called Gilshanan, described 
in contemporary records as " a Popish farmer," seized the town of 
Dunshaughlin and captured some arms apparently belonging  to the 
Yeomen. These were stored in the house of the local Rector, Rev. 
_Mr. Neilson, [who attempted to resist with the result that he, his 
brother-in-law and gardener were killed. Another unsuccessful raid 
was made at Ballymacarney on the 'house of Mr. John Brassington. 
For this raid two men, Thomas Connor and Thomas Atkinson, were 
tried by courtmartial in Dublin and hanged on the 12th July, 1798. 
Their lives were sworn away by John and James Brassington. You 
will be glad to know that these ' gallant ' gentlemen who swore all 
sorts of impossible things never again ventured back to County 
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Meath. They were told that the people of Meath ai ere determined 
to shoot them in retaliation for this perjury. The Meath rebels were 
joined by those front North County Duiblin and decided to form their 
headquarters on the historic Hill of Tara. The events of the 24th 
had frightened and alarmed the yeomanry. The first to pull himself 
together was Captain John Preston, later Lord Tara, who commanded 
the Navan Cavalry. His lieutenant was Philip Barry. Preston, at 
first alarmed lest Navan be attacked, sent a messenger to Kells to 4 

Captain Molloy, who commanded there, for reinforcements. Molloy 
marched the yeomen cavalry and infantry to Navan, Init returned 
avith portion of his command to Bells the following morning and 
took no part in the battle on the 26th. Pieston decided that on the 
morning of the 26th he would take all the force at his disposal and 
recomioitre towards Dunshaughlin. However, during the night he was 
reinforced by a company of Regulars, the Ray Fencibles, with one 
piece of artillery. Accordingly they moved out the following morning 
with the intention of attacking the refbels. 

BATTLE OF TARA. . 
Preston commanded the whole body. The Ray Fencibles were 

commanded by a Captain Blanche and the Yeomanry by Lord Fingal, 
a total force of between 400 or 500. This force found the relbels posted 
on Tara, about 4,000 in number: They were formed up, round the 
churchyard which crowns the hill and which they considered their 
citadel. Musgrave, in his " Rebellions in Ireland," states: " As soon 
as the rebels perceived them they put their hats on top of their pikes, 
sent forth some dreadful yells and at the same time began to jump 
and put themselves in various singular attitudes, as if bidding defiance 
to their adversaries." 

Unfortunately, being undisciplined, they were not content to 
await the attack behind the cover of the graveyard walls, but gallantly 
rushed forward to attack the enemy—those of them who had guns 
firing them irregularly. Preston allowed them to approach to within 
50 yards before the ordered a volley which sent them reeling back-
wards. The gun brought into action cut lanes through them. The 
Cavalry under Fingal charged the wings of the rebel force. Three 
times the rebels gallantly charged and even reached the gun itself 
before they were beaten off. Eventually they broke. After four hours 
of fighting, flesh and blood could not stand up to the superior fire 
power and discipline of the enemy. They had gallantly failed. They 
broke and ran in all directions pursued by the revengeful cavalry who 
gave no quarter. Over 400 dead lay on the field. The Ray Fencibles 
lost 26 men and the Bells Yeomen one killed and five wounded. 
" In this unequal fight the English forces were excellently equipped 
and were, as stated, provided with a piece of artillery. The insurgents 
were wretchedly armed, few of them bearing firearms; not a moiety 
of them were furnished even with pikes, while the rest carried no 
offensive or defensive arm save the rustic scythe.  or pitchfork. Not-
withstanding all these disadvantages they bore for the long space of 
four hours the spirited attacks of their assailants." (Prendergast, 
p. 42). 

Teeling, in his account of the battle, attributPs its loss to the 
Jack of competent leaders on the insurgent side: " This circumstance 
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(the lack of officers) was never more conspicuous than in the 
disastrous affairs of Meath. Admirably posted on the princely Hill 
of Tara and with a force sufficient to combat twice the number of 
their assailants they had not an officer who knew the advantage of 

the ground or to whose sole authority they acknowledged obedience. 

Each separate leader of division looked only to those who were under 
his immediate control, and though many were qualified for inferior 
command, none assumed that superiority so essential to the direction 
of the field in the arrangement of forces who had no combined system 
of action. Had they marched under men who possessed the talents 

of Lord Edward, of Redmond, of Clony, of Roche, or a hundred others 
whose names are conspicuous in the Wexford campaign, Tara would 
not have been the field of an easily-bought victory, where courage was 
abundant and arrangement only, deficient. So perished the hopes of 

the Rising in Meath." 
Within a comparatively short time the Government were able 

to flood the countryside with troops and extinguish the Leinster 
Rising in a flood of carnage. An example of the expeditious move-
ments (for those days) was General Duff's forced march from 
Limerick to Monasterevan in two days—" by means of cars for the 
infantry." By the end of May the insurrection in Leinster was 
practically over. William Alymer with some of the more resolute 
men kept tip a guerilla warfare of exceptional skill for months after 
in hopes of being able to co-operate with the Wexford men, or the 
French. 

2. RISING IN ULSTER. 

In Ulster the United Irishmen were well organised. As in the 
remainder of the land, the Government's swoop on the leaders had 
negatived the chances of success. However, the remainder of the 
Ulster United Irishmen were able to come together and appoint more 
leaders. The date of the Rising was postponed until June 7th. The 
Plan called for the seizing of the communications between Belfast and 
N.W. Voter. With that in view, the rebels seized the town of Antrim 
but lost it again the same day. The rebels retreated to Randalstown 
and dispersed. Other bodies of rebels had assembled at Ballymena, 
iGlenarm, Ballyeastle and Portglenone, in all practically 5,000 men 
had gathered at these points, but due to lack of information about 
each other's location and to the 'lack of a proper plan, they all dis-
persed. The late Colonel J. J. O'Connell, the eminent historian, refers 
to this lost opportunity in the following words: " Antrim is largely 
mountainous, the main routes were comparatively few and the centres 
of population separated. 'A good system of despatch-riders might 
have made an enormous difference. It would have been easy to issue 
orders for the assembly of all contingents at some central point like 
Ballymena and then have marched them into County Derry where 
there were no English Troops and many recruits could be secured. 
This would have diverted a large part of the Belfast garrison and 
would have gjven the County Down Insurgents .a far freer hand." 

Down was the most important area from the strategic point of 
view. County Dawn held a large population iwith most of 
the industry of Ulster. A force holding Down would automatically 
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cut communications between Belfast and Dublin. There were no very 
great English forces in Ulster and an early victory would cause all 
that Province to rise in rebellion. 

.About 5,900 rebels under the command of Henry Munro and 
mainly recruited from North Down concentrated on the Saintfield-
Ballynahinch area, after initial successes at Bangor, Newtownards 
and Saintfield. The rebels 'were attacked by General Nugent 
advancing from Belfast. The action was bitterly contested on the 
11th, 12th and 13th June. On the 13th Munro was defeated in a 
general action. With the defeat of the Dawn Insurgents the operations 
in Ulster came to an end. 

3. THE CAMPAIGN IN WEXFORD. 
The 'Rising in Wexford proved the most serious the British forces had 

yet found. The terrain of Wexford was broken and wooded and suited 
the tactics of the insurgents. Besides this the British garrison in 
Wexford was small. In fact, Wexford possessed less United Irishmen 
than any other county. Once the existing garrison had been defeated 
the rebels [were afforded time to organise their forces while the British 
in their turn had to plan the re-conquest of the county from outside 
its borders. 

The signal for the Rising [was the burning of Boolaxogue 
Chapel by Lieut. Bookey's party of yeomanry. • The Parish Priest, 
Father John Murphy, deciding that it was better to perish sword in 
hand tha,n live under tyranny, collected his parishioners and ambushed 
Bookey's party and cut them to pieces. Father Murphy's force then 
marched to Camolin Park, Lord Mountm.orris's house, between Ferns 
and Gorey where they captured a large depot of arms and ammunition. 
The rebels set up their camp on Oulart Hill where on May 28th they 
annihilated a British column coming from Wexford. The following day 
the rebels captured Enniscorthy after a bitter fight but were unable 
to follow up the fleeing survivors to We*ford due to exhaustion. They 
now fixed their camp on Vinegar Hill overlooking Fainiscorthy. 

Father Murphy decided to establish Vinegar Hill as his permanent 
headquarters and from here a force moved out on Wexford. General 
Fawcett moved to the relief of Wexford from Duncannon Fort. He 
moved back to Duncannon much more rapidly when his advance guard 
was destroyed on May 30th at the Three Rock Mountain. This was 
followed ishmediately by the evacuatidn of Wexford by the British 
garrison. 

All Wexford except Duncannon and New Ross was now in rebel 
hands, and their next problem was that of establishing contact with 
the United Irishmen in other counties. A glance at the map will show 
that Wexford is cut off from the remainder of Ireland by the mountain 
mass of the Wicklow and Blackstair Mountains and the River Barrow. 
The rebels must force the mountain passes and the river-crossing at 
New ROS6 before any assistance- could be obtained from other counties. 
Accordingly, realising this, a colirmi9 was despatched from Enniscorthy 
an June 1st, with instructions to march up the Slaney with the object 
of forcing the Bunclody Pass into Carlow. The town.  f Bunclody (or 
Newtowniharry) was strongly held- by the British. The rebels attacked 
and captured it, but due to lack of cohesion lost it again. The attempt 
to enter Carlow failed. 

/1):11:11:=1=1:0=1=):11c1=1):0:0:11:0-11-111=711:11:1= 

)c1 

'Phone 74719/74710. 
):1 

ID1 
l=j( 
1=1 

We can help you to see this Ireland 

and to plan your Irish Holiday. 

Branch Offices: 



18 

BATTLE OF ROSS. 
On June 5th, the main rebel army under command of Bagenal 

Harvey, who had been elected to the command, launched a determined 
attack on New Ross. With great gallantry the reibels attacked time 
after time, until by sheer weight of numbers they took the town. 
Unfortunately lack of discipline lost them the town again when the 
British forces rallied and counter-attacked. It.has often been said that 
it was the taking of large quantities of drink by the rebels which led 
to their defeat on this occasion, but in all justice to these gallant men 
it mast be pointed out that they had fought long and gallantly 
throughout that hot summer's day without food or water and that it 
was exhaustion more than drink which led to their defeat. If it had 
been in the power of the Wexfordmen to hold New Ross it would have 
given them easy access to Kilkenny, Waterford and Tipperary. There 
is no doubt that had they succeeded all Munster would have, risen. 

BATTLE or ARKLOw. 
A third column marched to force the passage by the sea coast. On 

June 4th it encountered a British column at Tubberneering and 
decisively defeated it. On June 9th it attacked Arklow held by General 
Needham. Just as victory was within their grasp, the rebels retreated 
leaving Needham in command a an indecisive field. It was now only a 
question of time as to when the Rebellion would be suppressed. The 
British columns commenced to converge on Wexford. Fierce fighting 
took place against the British .columns both in the north and south of 
the county. 

BATTLE OF VINEGAR HILL. 
Finally at Vinegar Hill on June 21st the final battle took place 

in which 40,000 men took part. With the bloody outcome of that battle 
all serious fighting finished except for scattered bands here and there 
holding out in the hope of French aid. 

One of the bands broke out of Wexford through Scullogue Gan 
and advanced to Castlecomer. Hoping to raise the miners there, they 
broke up into smaller bands avhen disappointed by the Kilkenney me.o. 
One of these bands effected a junction with Aylmer in Kildare. 
Aylmer on hearing the news of Wexford had attacked and captured 
Maynooth on. June 10th. By June 19th he had 3,000 men under arms, 
a large proportion of whom were Meathmen. -However, on that date, 
Aylmer was defeated at Ovidstown. The British closed in on him and 
in an effort to break out of the cordon and force his way to the West, 
he was forced to surrender at Clonard on the Boyne. 

O'Dwyer and a few others held out for some time in the Wicklow 
Mountains and the iwoode of Killoughrim in Wexford. 

THE CAMPAIGN OF HUMBERT. 
The unremitting efforts of Tone anti other exiles now bore fruit—

a fruit late and insufficient. The French Government decided to launch 
an expedition to Ireland. The British Navy controlled the seas, so 
accordingly only small forces could be 'ferried hurriedly to Ireland. 
First, a party Of 1,100 troops under General Humbert, to be followed 
up by 3,000 under General Hardy and finally a powerful force of 8,000 
under the Irish General Kilmaine. From the first, obstacles were 
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placed in the way of the commanders;, money and stores. not forth-
coming, orders were delayed or misleading. There is no doubt that 
treachery and the hidden hand of Pitt were responsible. Humbert 
eventually sailed, and, having avoided the British Fleet by sailing well 
out into the Atlantic, landed in Killala on August 22nd. "By this 
time the Insurrection had been over for at least a month. Humbert's 
operations are an object lesson in what is possible for really good troops 
when capably led." (O'Connell—Irish Wars). 

Killala was captured on the day of the landing and Ballina on 
August 24th. leornavallis, Viceroy and British Commander-in-Ohief, was 
informed of the landing on the 24th. Despite his surrender "to Washing-
ton at Yorktown, Cornwallis was an excellent general. His orders 
for the encirclement of Humbert were both energetic and sound, his 
aim being to them Humbert into Mayo. 

Humthert's quick and unexpected march to Castlebar and his 
routing of the British forces before the town on Aug. 27th upset Corn-
wallis's original plans. Cornwallis now determined to confine Humbert 
behind the Shannon and when ihis concentrations were ready, Corn-
wallis moved into Connaught. Humbert, on his part,. determined to 
march into Ulster in order to raise the province. Haying given the 
thousands of Irish who flocked to his standard a few days rough 
training, he marched on Sligo. 

BATJLINAMUIOK. 
At Collooney on September 5th -  he was brought to action by 

Colonel Vereker, Governor of Sligo, the ancestor of the Earls of Gort. 
Humbert drove him off the field but deciding that any advance 
through Sligo was dangerous, turned to his right into the Leitrim 
Mountains. Having heard that the Westmeath rebels were in the field, 
he crossed the Sharmon below Lough Allen, and, fighting a delaying 
action, was brought to bay at Ballinamuck, Co. Longford. Humbert 
surrendered with all this forces. His Irish troops received no quarter, 
nor did those Who had remained in Mayo. 

An intereating sidelight of the merciless suppression of the Rebellion 
is given by the following heretofore unpublished letter taken from the 
Kilmainhann Papers, vol. 133, p.243:— 

" DUBLIN CASTLE, 
"Sept. 20th, 1793. 

"Major Gen. Tench. 
" Sir, 

"Having understood from Major General Heiwett that no 
directions have been sent to you relative to the Rebel Prisoners 
at present confined at Castlebar, or who may hereafter be taken, 
II am commanded by the Lord Lieutenant to desire that you will 
be pleased to order-  their immediate trial before a General Court-
martial and in cases where the prisoners shall appear to have acted 
in the capacity of a Captain or Chief or where the circumstances 
shall in your (Minion decidedly not admit of mitigation His Excel-
lency instructs you to direct execution to follow conviction witt 
reference to him for his pleasure. 

"I have, etc., 
"H. TAYLOR, Sec." 
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The Western Insurrection was washed out in blood. - 
Hardy's expedition left Brest on September 20th and did not reach 

Lough Sarilly until October 10th where they were defeated and 
captured by a British Fleet without having landed a man. Tone was on 
board and was captured and died in prison. 

CONCLUSION. 

That, briefly, is the story of '98—the story of how a nation was 
goaded into rebellion in order to -accomplish the evil designs of 
intriguers in high places. It is the story of great valour and heroism 
by countless thousands of unknown Irishmen who, despite centuries of 
persecution and defeat, never forgot that innate love of country and 
of freedom which is our birthright. It is the story of unarmed men 
hurling themselves against the guns of a well-equipped and well-led 
soldiery. The great wonder is not that they failed, but that they 
accomplished so much. In all our wars we remember and pay tribute 
to our leaders. The names of Red Hugh and Owen Roe, of Emmett 
and Tone, of Sarsfield and Lord Edward will live always in the hearts 
of our people; but remember, it was the countless thousands of 
unknown dead who, not counting the cost, gave their lives for Ireland, 
who made those leaders' triumphs possible. The fields of Benburb and 
the Yellow Ford, of Ballyneety and Tubberneering were won by the 
efforts of unknown Irishmen; the private soldiers of our armies. 

Amongst our traditions one of the strongest is that of the 
"Triumph of Failure," that which seems hopeless defeat, in the end 
has helped the Nation to victory. The story -of '98 is one of those 
triumphs. The people who were beaten to the earth in that splendid 
summer of 1798 were to rise agttin three times in the following century 
and within 125 years Of the Battle of the Hill of Tars were to achieve 
success. It is unfortunate that the descendants of Munro and 
McCracken, those brothers of ours whose fathers added a glorious page 
to our history, are still held divided from us, and that the Orange 
Order has accomplished the motives of its founders only too well. Let 
us hope that 'within our lifetime, the spirit that activated those 
Protestant heroes of Antrim and Down will awaken once more in -the 
breasts of their children and that, under God, Ireland from shore to 
shore, will know no master but the Irish Nation. 

I have referred to the •" triumph of failure" and we to-day are 
living witnesses of that triumph. Let us, therefore, resolve that in 
honouring the memory of those men of '98 we will hand on their 
traditions unsullied to those Who come after us. Let us say in the 
words of John Kells Ingram's immortal tribute: 

Then, here's their memory, may it 'be 
For us a guiding light, 

To cheer our strife for liberty, 
LAM teach us to unite 

Through good and ill, be Ireland still, 
Though sad as theirs, your fate, 

And true men, be you men, 
Like those of '98. 
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THE SIGNIFICANCE OF TARA 
By Rev. J. Brady. 

Many of the hills of Ireland bring us back to the days of pre-
history, and their origin is lost in antiquity. Even Tara, the most 
important of them all, is no exception; and the most that oan be said 
about it is that it profbably began as a religious sanctuary. Later 
records show it as the seat of the High King and the great earthworks 
on its summit are a permanent memorial of its former greatness. 

But Tara has another claim to remembrance;  because it was there 
that one of the most momentous events in our history took place when 
in 433 St. Patrick challenged the powers of paganism. The story of 
Patrick's first visit to Tara has been embellished and given a highly 
dramatic character which finds no place or foundation in the earlier 
and more authentic lives. But (when the later additions about the 
shamrock and the spectacular miracles have been set aside we do 
know that he did visit Tara with the 'intention of winning the friend-
ship of its ruler. 

From the very beginning of his mission it had been Patrick's 
policy to secure the co-operation of the ruling families and already :n 
his early labours in Meath he could count on several members of the 
High King's family as adherents. It 'was natural then that he should 
aim at the conversion of the monarch himself. Modern scholars tend 
to set aside the picturesque story of the Paschal fire of Slane with 
its dramatic consequences as the invention of the poetic mind. "The 
framers of this legend," writes Bury, "had an instinct for scenic 
effect." Be that as it may, St. Patrick failed to convert the High 
King. Tirechtan records the lukewarm attitude of Laoghaire, who, 
although granting the saint safe eonduct through his territory, 
"could not believe." •Aind his wish to be (buried on the hill, erect -n 
full armour, with face turned towards the anon of Leinster, indicates 
his 'reluctance to abandon the religion of his ancestors. 

Must Patrick's visit to Tara be written off as a failure like the 
last stand of the Croppies of '98 or the great Repeal meeting of 1843? 
True, Tam never reached any importance in Christian antiquity. It 
did not become a 'bishopric, and no monastery of note (was built on 
its territory. But within a few years a great change was accom-
plished. Tana had ceased to be the stronghold of paganism because 
the darkness which had pervaded its halls could not withstand the 
light which Patrick brought on that far-off Easter morning. 

They bribed the flock, they bribed the son, 

To sell the priest and rob the sire; 

Their dogs were tauglit alike to run 
Upon the scent of wolf and friar. 
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TARA OF THE KINGS 
By L. S. Gogan, M.A., F.R.S.A.I. 

" La patrie eat Ow sont les dieux." 

If there is anything in the fine sentiment expressed in the above 
line of de Musset's it might furnish another reason for the Irishmaan's 
attachment to the land of his fathers, but concurrently would raise 
the problem as to Why Meath, the terra sancta of his ancient deities, 
receives such a small portion of this regard. Within•or in its ancient 
confines lie Brugh na Boinne (Newgrange)

' 
 Sliabh 	Caillighe (Slievna- 

calliagh), Aonaeli Tailteann (Teltown), Ilisneach (Hill of Usnagh), 
and Tlachtgha (Hill of Ward)—all of which were at one time the 
scene of various ceremonies, games and other functions. But Team-
hair na Riogh, Tara of the Kings, was the heart and centre of them 
all, as indeed it was of all Ireland, the seat of ancient monarchy, the 
symbol of national unity. Each of the provinces dominated it in 
turn (though nose proved a Prussia), and each lhad' its allotted 
summit, perhaps, as camping ground, in Meath, and apparently also 
a special building at Tara. 

Tara owed its ancient importance to its centrality, defensibility, 
abundance of water and the fertility of the surrounding country. 
It has also a certain natural beauty. Tara was the terminus of the 
three principal roads of hneient Ireland, leading to and through the 
provinces. It was but a day's march from the Boyne and Liffey 
estuaries, and in easy reach of the Shannon. It was undoubtedly 
occupied in the Bronze Age, as a fine bronze axehead and spearhead, 
as also two remarkable tongues of gold 'would help to show. It has 
been suggested that Tara first gained prominence as a sanctuary in 
that age, and that is very likely: it was so replete iwith wells and 
groves that this dignity was inevitable in an age when naturalistic 
beliefs (were prevalent. Patrick fouqd it a home of druidism, and 
when, in the sixth century, St. Ruadhan of Lorrha placed it under 
an interdict, it is not impossible that a survival of ancient practices 
was the principal though not the immediate motive. We do know 
that those of Teltown died hard. 	 • 

Such rites and beliefs would add, however, to the political value 
of Tara; and in due course we- find King Cormac Mac.  Ant, a stout 
upholder of m6narchical principles • devoting -much thought to its 
improvement. To him is ascribed the Teach Miodhchurta, a nvord 
which apparently means " House of the Central Visitation," built as 
a hostel and -banquet hall for the personages of rank visiting the 
triennial assembly. This building has been estimated to have been 
twice the length and half the breath of St. Patrick's Cathedral, which 
is the largest church in Ireland. It had two halls and numerous small 
apartments. Naugiht now remains save two shapeless ridges running 
parallelwise down the northern alive, interrupted at intervals by 
slight depressions which Petrie.  took to represent its doorways. 
Corrnac Wag clearly inan of large ideas, and he too Was the planner 
of the great rath or fort on the summit. Rath na Riogh, the Rath 
of the Kings. Within are two smaller conjoined raths; one called 
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Cormac's House (towards the centre), the other the Foradh (Dais). 
On the summit of the former is a, statue of Patrick and a pillar-stone, 
the Lia Fail, the so-called Stone of Destiny, the test-stone of monarchs 
true in ancient days. 

Between the great rath and the great hostel is another rath, the 
Rath of Synods, which appears to mark the site consecrated to 
religion, both pagan and Ohristihn. The visitor will note how much 
broken the surface is. Not many years ago certain enthusiastic folk 
dug here for the Ark of the Covenant! In the nearby churchyard is 
a pillar-stone thought by some to have a figure of the horned god of 
the Celts, Cernimn.os, sculptured upon it. 

Leaving the Rath of the Kings we come to the remains of the 
Rath of Laoghaire. A recent meddler has cross-sectioned the vallum; 
it was composed apparently of the heaped up sandy soil of the hill, 
strengthened with slabs of slaty stone. Laoghaire, it will be remein-
hered, was King avihen. Patrick arrived at Tara, under somewhat 
dramatic circumstances, to announce the new evangel, and it speaks 
well for the monarch's liberality of thought that he gave the saint 
the freedom of his dominions. Dun Laogthaire, the new and old 
Irish name of Kingstown, is also a poetic name for Tara. Such 
poetic names for Tara are very numerous indeed, and they indicate 
the influence it exercised over the imaginations of our early poets. 

We have now seen the more distinguished sites. However, bath 
the southern and northern slopes have remains of real interest, of 
romantic interest, one may add., At the extreme S.E. end is the 
stream Nioth (" babble"), flowing from, its source Neamihnach, a . 
word probably derived from Neamhain (Nem.etona), one of the Celtic 
godesses of war. Here Professor Macalister locateci the House of 
Mairise, which he thinks was an ancient aedes. Here also was located 
the first mill set up in Ireland, built by Cormac for his captive and 
captivating Pictish princess, Cearnait. The stream, would not drive 
a mill to-day. 

At the N.W. end we find ourselves on the edge of an unexpectedly 
steep declivity, pleasantly wooded and giving a wide prospect. We 
notice the surface of the slope has been disturbed in a curious fashion. 
What we see are the remains of early tumuli, or burial mounds 
with their outworks. Their history is obscure, but they are called , 
the Claon-fhearta or Sloping Graves and also the Graves of the 
Maidens. Just above is the Rath of •Grainne, daughter of Comae, 
faithless fiancee of Fionn Mac Cumthaill, Chief of the Fiann (Cormac's 
military arm) and lover of the unwilling Diarmaid, one of Fion.n's 
handsomest and bravest lieutenants. The sulbject forms one of the 
" Three Sorrows of Story-telling," one of the world's famous romances. 
The earlier epic is also monumentalised at Tara, or was once, by a 
mound known as Cu Chulainn's Shield, while the Tredhumha Neise 
or Triple Fosse of Neas, another unidentified site, may enshrine the 
name of the mother of Oonchubliar, the jealous monarch who gave 
Deirdre also into the hands of the writers of tragic romances,. in 
fact, another unidentified rath is ascribed tc. the monarch himself. 

Enough has been said to show how the Tara of to-day preserves - 
the memory of an era when it was the focus and cynosure of the 
politics, religion and art of a not ignoble people. It is regrettable 
that a monument of such fundamental national importance should still 
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be privately awned, albeit by a cultured owner. What the Acropolis 
is to Greece, Tara is to Ireland, and one may well express the hope 
that some effort will soon be Made to preserve it for the nation, it 
kas, if one may put it thus, so long and nobly served. The office of 
Public Works exercises a wardship over the ruins themselves, but 
-the vesting of the whole site is desiralble. The scientific but cautious 
investigation of its invaluable remains is also a desideratum. 

The researches of several distinguished students, thanks to their 
-scholarly knowledge of our language and literature, has thrown a 
flood of light on the significance of these shapeless mounds and 
vircuinvallations and the writer has been enabled by means of aerial 
photographs, the first of the kind made in Ireland, to add to the 
already known sites a number of others no less important though not 
,avholly visible on the surface. Might not such an investigation become 
the foremost of a national school of arChaeology? 

Those who would like to study the subject more fully will find 
-the following Works useful:— 

ON 'ME HISTORY AND ANTIQUITIES OF TARA WILL, by 
Dr. George Petrie. Transactions of the Royal Irish Academy, Vol. 
avm. 

RAMBLES IN EIRINN, by Bulfm. M. H. Gill & Son. 

"THE A.RCHAEOLOGY OF IREILAND,"- by R. A. S. Maoalister, 
Litt.D., F.S.A. 

[The Tara Commemoration. Committee acknowledges with sincere 
gratitude the gracio:us permission of twi. Gogan to r rint the fore-
going articled 

OTHER MEATH COMMEMORATIONS 

Earlier this year fitting tribute was paid at Cilonaid to the memory 
-of the Crappies who fell in that district, as to those whose lives wee 
.sacrificed on the gibbet. 

On Sunday, l&th September, the good people of Lobinstown and 
Syddan paid their tribute to three Oroppies who lie close to Lobins-
-town. 

Special Mass for the repose of the souls of the three martyrs for 
Ireland was said; a, procession was formed which marched to the grave; 
an eloquent oration was delivered and military honours paid by the 
Irish citizen soldiers, the F.C.A. 

Tradition is much alive in Lobinstown as to the three men buried 
there. It is recalled that they were grievously wounded and were 
succoured by a local family, whose descendants are still to the fore. 
Eventually they went away; their bodies were found on the roadside • 
and they were reverently interred. 

On the occasion of the centenary of 1798, fifty years ago, the 
,people of the two parishes erected a memorial cross in Lobinstawn 
village. This year that cross Was removed and erected over the actual 
grave. 
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TEAMHAIR 

Is arsa an aimn i seo i stair agus i seanchus Eireann. Is beag na 

go bfeadfadh duine • radh go bhfuil anapm chomh seen leis an 

gcnoc fein. Ni cnuc ata innti le ceart an chuirimid i gcomortas i leis 

beannaibh i gCiarraidhe, i dTir Conaill nu i gCill Mantain—nil innti 

ash ardan, nu cnucan. Na dhiadh sari is eile nil an mil chomh fairsing 

o aon chnoc eile i-nEirinn. An te sheasoch ar a barr in breagh chifeadh 

se faid a padhairee uaidh ar gadh taalah de—soir go fairrge, siar go 

Sionainn, o dheas go Cill Maintain a.gus o thuaidh go Conndae an Duin. 

'.Na thimpeall ta an macai-re reidh, n " Magh Breagh," macaire 

fearmhe.r, meith, torthuil, nach bhf nil a leitheid i-nEirinn as a cheile. 

Ca hiongnadh Firboilg, TuatJha De Danain .agus Gaedhil ag bainnt na 

geos o cheile, ag marlku agus ag tnathadh a eheile i ndearg ehogadh 

o thus daonradht sa tir seo chun seilbh a gabhail ar an machaire min 

seo. Samhluionn se gur shliob fathach nu foir neart na Nadura fein 

an limistear mor thimpeall chun ardan a dheanamh do ri—theagihlach 

ar shlige go inbeadh i geumas an ri bheadh i reinn a liomataiste ar 

fad a hheith fe na shuil. Is ann do shuidh ar an geathaoir_rioghda na 

righthe ha Mho mil in ar stair. Bi an ait, ba mho clu & nEirinn ar 

feadh na gceadta blian. Is ann a bhi triall na bhfluith agus n-uasai, 

!richt dligihe agus leinn, haird -  agus +trait feallsamhna, laochra agus 

gaiscighidh. Is ann a hachtiodh dlighe na mbreithun.—an dlighe bhi 

i htfeidiim o cheann cearm na tire. Ach d'imthig a reim agus a 

neart agus ta fear glas borb ag fas ar lathair phalas an ri anois. Sao 

racht, nachikfuil suas na fillochta ar fad uirri, ehuir file eigin as 

agus e ar euaird ann. 

" is lom do mliaol, 
Is ciuin go ghuth 
Ar do reim, do leighean, do neart 

aior facleuimline fain 
Do ri-theach is do grianan 
Gan ach a rian le fail. 
Fograirt fiochmar draoi 
Ar chlaon-shoisceal biheal 

"Sladtha ag briathar Criost 
Ca bhfuil ceol na inhard 
Ach na, thost go .brath 
Do gaiscidhig fe airm lonnrach 
Is fe gliadh 
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MOLLY WESTON, 
THE HEROINE OF TARA 
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• 

A' dreoghadh ran i-uir i mBrugii 
Ach ba ri—theach tu trath- 
Ag fogairt dli 's reacht 
O chuan go chuan 

F• ililiabh go reidh 
O cnuc go himeall bordaibh fail 
Labhair ma ta ionnat 
Algus innis duinn do sceal 
Ar do righthe coir 
Cormac, Conn 's Niall 
Na Laochra Garg, 
Fionn agus Cu Chulainn trean 
Garta ban is glionndar laoch. 
Oir taoi rioghuil fos 
Ar bhantaibb meith na Midhe. 
Ach taoi balbh 
Mhuch an dnaamh do glor 
'S chlaoidh an gall do neart." 

.CLOCH MATRA. 

THE BATTLE OF COOLNAHINCH. 
(By P. J. jGaynor). 

"The Battle of Coolnahinch " was fought on the borders a 
Coolnahinch and Quigleagh, two neighbouring townlands, about three 
miles north-east of Moynalty. The year was 1798, but tradition is 
silent as to the particular day or month. A number of United Irish-
men—some from other counties and others local—assembled in the 
vicinity of Petersville House, a mansion in a grove close to the 
scene of the combat. The United Irishmen obtained information that 
the yeos were approaching by "The Rock Road," and they took up 
a position in a field, later the property of the late Mr. George 
O'Connor, and awaited their coming. When the yeos were in range 
the United Irishmen opened Are in them with blunderbusses. The 
enemy advanced, opened fire and several of the insurgents were killed. 
Tie insurgents retreated and concealed themselves in the fields and 
trees around the Big House. According to tradition, Peters, the 
then owner of the Big House, pledged his ward to the officer in 
charge of the yeos that there [were no " rebels" in or about the 
house. The yeos left and when they had gone a sihort distance, one 
of tie insurgents left his concealment and foolishly discharged a 
blunderbuss. The yoes returned, captured several insurgents and 
executed them then and there. Amongst those captured was Captain 
Gearty, a native of Ballymacane, a neighbouring townland. They tied 
hie hands to a tumbling-cart and as be was dragged behind it, going 
up Feagh Hill, two yoes brutally flogged him. He was taken to Bells 
and from thence to the town of Cavan where he was hanged, as one 
story goes. Local tradition, as to his fate, is somewhat at variance, 
another version being that after his capture near the Big House he 
was shot immediately. Some of the insurgents succeeded in making 
their escape. 

The memory of Molly Weston, the heroine of the battle of Tara, 
is cherished in her native Fingal and still lives in oral tradition in 
Meath where she sacrificed her young life at the Battle of Tara. 

But Molly Weston's name should be remembered historically side 
by side with such as Betsy Grey and Mary McCracken, as will be 
appreciated even when her career is only briefly limned as here. 

t.A. letter in a local paper sent this writer delving into her ex-
ploits to give readers of the Commemoration Brochure some little 
idea of the worth of this brave girl. 

She assisted in recruiting for the United Irishmen. and when the 
patriots of Fingal mustered she accompanied them on horseback to 
Tara. 

She has been described as a handsome and vivacious girl, gracefui 
in form and carriage, active in mind and body and a daring ane 
accomplished horsewoman. 	 _ 

Her people were extensive farmers at Worganitown, a mile or so 
to the south-east of Oldtow% Co. Dublin. - 

When the time for action came Molly Weston, mounted on a• white 
horse, accompanied by her four patriot brothers, rode out to meet 
their fate—all five died on Tara's royal hill. Tradition has it that 
she was garbed in green, braided with gold and on her head she wore 
a green cocked hat with a white plume. 

The story of the Battle of Tara is told elsewhere from:. the severe 
military standpoint by Captain Cox. Here, as concerning Molly 
Weston, it need be recorded only that she and her _brothers never 
returned to Worganstawn; their bones rest in the Croppies' grave. 

Insuigents who made their escape from Tara and from its terrilble 
aftermath of slaughter, told in later years of the gallant bearing of 
this fine girl in the battle. 

Time after time, when the heavy fire of the enemy had its effect 
on the morale of many of the untrained soldiers of Ireland, she rallied 
and reformed them, inspired them in face of the withering fire which 
they faced and she led charge after charge against the devastating 
fire which met them:. 

In one desperate attempt, it is recorded that a remnant of the 
attacking force succeeded in reaching the guns and one field piece • 
was seized by the pikemen. 
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Under Molly Weston's leadership the insurgents wheeled the gun 

and trained it on the Highland Regiment wlhich was advancing on 
the position. This heroic girl dismounted from her horse, and with 
,her own hands discharged the weapon and wrought much havoc on the 
advancing Scots. 

Definite confirmation of the death of the four Weston boys is 
available, but of Molly's own fate there is circumstantial evidence 
which can be accepted ks fully adequate to allow it to be recorded 
that her mortal remains lie beneath the sod on Tara. 

None of the insurgents who returned actually witnessed her 
death, but she never returned to her home and there is no record 
that she was taken prisoner. An English historian has written that a 

dead charger, equipped with a side-saddle, was found afterwards on 

the field of battle. 
It is assumed that Molly Weston was slain towards the end ot 

the fight or in the rout that ensued. 
Molly Weston's name should go down in histary with the gallant 

women of Ireland who fought side by side with their men to make 
Ireland free and when remembering 198 on Tara's height, on the 
150th anniversary of the rising, the assembled thousands will cast 
more than a tlhought for the heroic girl who, with her brothers and 
comrades, rose in dark and evil days to free their native land. 

TARA'S ROYAL HILL 

'Twas in the year 432 
On Tara's Royal hill, 

Saint Patrick brought to us the faith 
That's living with U.S still. 

Ilwas for that faith our -fathers died 
In years now past and gone, 

But here on Tares, hill to-day 
Their spirit still lives on. 

'Was on that hill the Oroippies fought 
In the evil days of yore 

And by the yoemens cruel hands 
Were slaughtered by the score; 

Their homes and churches were destroyed, 
Their faith to try and kill, 

But in spite of sill those brutal laws 
The faith is living still. 

And so to-day on Tara's hill 
Their lonely graves we see, 

And through the years to come and go 
They'll live in memory. 

For them we pray this peaceful day 
As we commemorate 

The men who died arid fell with pride 
In 1798. 

G. FARRELLY. 
Blackbull, Dunboyne. 
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THE t4NCIENT TARA 

"Best in Ireland for beauty, lofty westward, very lofty northward, 
level eastward; it was noble excellence." 

Thus the great Palace of Royal Tara. 

The Dindshendhas, compiled about a thousand years ago, is a kind 
of historico-geographical dictionary of its day. Starting, fittingly, from 
Tara it takes the reader through the land, stopping at each significant 
place, telling the tale avIhich was told to account for its name. 

The scholar, in. this case Professor Macalister, gives the story et 
his gleanings from the book and his awn researches, and acquaints the 
ordinary folk of Tara's past, and traces its markings. Truly a rich 
harvest in "Tars: A Pagan Sanctuary of Ancient Ireland." To him 
this writer is endebted for the facts in this brief commentary. 

" Tara " is a magic name for Irishmen the world over. It 
represents all that was royal and splendid in the ancient days oi 
Ireland's glory. 

It fired the youthful imagination. The tradition goes that the Hill 
was formed by soil taken from the four corners of the island so that 
the palace of the High Kings could, in reality, be said to stand on 
the Whole country. The romance of it all; the picture of the stream 
of chariots and warriors, travelling the great roads which led from 
thence to the distant shores, all captured the-minds of each generation 
of Irishmen. 

A visit to Tara may be and is a disappointment to-day, but only 
if the visitor fails to bring to the survey on and from the Hill a picture 
of the ancient reality—the immemorial seat of Irish sovereignty. 

Macalister guides his reader over the Hill, traces its mounds, tells 
the story of them—King Cormac's House, Grainne's Fort, and the 
other buildings, now mounds. 

Some idea of the beauty and magnificence of the buildings which 
once crowned the now lonely hill is the description of the Assembly 
Hall written at the time of the famous Feast of Bricriu: 

"'In materials and in artistry, in beauty and in decoration, in 
pillars and facade, in brilliance and in preciousness, in glory and 
in distinction, in carvings and in door-fnamings, it sunpassed all 
the houses of its time. 

It had. nine couches (or bed-chambers) between hearth and 
wall; thirty-five feet was every facade of bronze, chased with gold. 

In the front part of the house Was a royal couch for the King 
of Ulidia, Conchdbar, above all the couches of the house, covered 
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THE BREASTPLATE OF 
ST. PATRICK 

bind me to-day on the Triune a call 
With faith on the Trinity—Unity—God over all. 
I bind me the might of Christ's birth and baptizing, 
His death on the Cross, His grave, His uprising, 
His homeward ascent, the power supernal 
Of His coming for judgment eternal. 
I bind me the might of the Seraphim's love, 
The angel's obedience, the hope of arising 

To guerdon above: 
The prayers of the Fathers, prophetical teachings, 
The virtue of virgins, apostolical preachings 

The acts of the True; 
I bind to me, too. 

Heaven's dower, sun's brightness, 
Fire's power, snow's whiteness, 
Wind's rushing, lightning's motion, 
Earth's staibility, rock's ,  solidity, 

Depths of ocean. 

I bind me 
God's 
God's 
God's 
God's 
God's 
God's 
God's 
God' 
God's 
God's 

to-day 
might to direef-ine, 
power to protect me, 
wisdom for learning, 
eye for discerning, 
ear for my hearing, 
word for my clearing, 
hand for my cover, 
path to pass over, 
buckler to guard me, 
army to ward me. 

Against swipes of the devils, 
Against vice's temptations, 
Against wrong inclinations, 
Against men who plot evils 

To hurt me anew, 
Anear or' afar, with many or few. 
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with earbuncles and with precious stones, and with the hue of 
every region, in, such wise that day and night were of equal 
brilliance. Around it were the twelve couches of the twelve 
warriors of Ulidia. Of equal merit were the workmanship and the 
materials for the building of the house. 

A wagon load was each single beam, and seven strong men of 
Uliclia were a-fixing each post, 4'while thirty of the chief wrights. 
of Ireland were fashioning and, ordering it. A soller was made for 
Bricriu himself, as high as the couch of Conchoibar, with excellent 
ornament and fittings, and glass windows were sat in it on each 
side. One of these windows was placed above the couch itself, so 
that the view of the great house might be visible from it from the 
couch; for Bricriu knew that the Ulstermen would not suffer him 
to enter the house." 

The thousands who will visit the Hill on 3rd October, 1948—in 
pilgrimage of honour to the brave men and women 'who fought there 
and those who died and lie buried there—will cast more than a thought 
to the story of the Hill back to prehistoric times, and, perhaps, manage 
to people, in the mind's eye, the green sward with these ancient. 
heroes of far, byegone days. 

MASSACRE AT WILSON'S HOSPITAL 

Westmeath insurgents mustered early in September, 1798, to 
co-operate with General Humbert and the French Army, with Irish 
recruits, who had marched into County Longford. 

Badly equipped, the Westmeath men decided to invest Wilson's 
Hospital, near Multyfarnham, which was a haunt of British Loyalists, 
most of them yeoman, and where it Was hoped arms and ammunition 
might be obtained. 

It was guarded by the notorious Bunfbrosna Yeos, who had hanged 
and otherwise put to death, local people suspected of disloyalty to. 
England. 

These yeos surrendered the building to the insurgents without 
firing a shot and decamped. James Maloney, who led the insurgents, 
reassured the boys and old people in the hospital that they had nothing 
to fear from them as, unlike the Yeos, they did not make war on non-
combatants. 

Next morning enemy reinforcements arrived and the insurgents,. 
who had found no equipment in Wilson's, gave them battle. But 
against the then modern arms of the enemy they stood no chance. 
Men who had taken refuge in a vacated house were trapped when 
the building was set ablaze and those who attempted to escape wore 
shot out of hand. The wounded were instantly despatched. 

The victorious Yeos ravaged the district and everybody suspected 
of being in sympathy with the Rising was slaughtered. 
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THE SANCTI VENII E 

Approach, good Christians, 
Receive the Body of Ohrist, 
Drinking- the Sacred Blood 
Dy which you were redeemed. 

Saved by the Body 
And the Blood of Christ, 
Now nourished by. it, 
Let us sing praises unto God. 

By this sacrament 
Of the Body and Blood, 
All are rescued 
From the power of Hell. 

The Giver of salvation, 
Christ, the Son of God, 
Redeemed the world 
By Hi o cross and Blood. 

For the whole world 
The Lord is offered up; 
He is at the same time 
High-priest and Victim. 

In the law it was commanded 
To immolate victims; 
By it were foreshadowed 
These sacred mysteries. 

The Giver of all light. 
And the Saviour of all, 
Now bestows upon the holy 
An exceeding gyeat grace. 

.• Let all approach, 
In the pure simplicity of faith; 
Let them receive the eternal 
Preserver of their souls. 

The guardian of the saints. 
The supreme Ruler and Lord, 
The Destower of enternal life 
On those who believe in Him. 

To the hungry gives to eat 
Of the heavenly Food ;  
To the thirsty He gimes to drink 
From the Living Fountain. 

The Alpha and the Omega, 
Our Lord Christ Himself 
Now contes ; He who shall one day 

come . 
To judge all mankind. 

Historical Note. 

The "Sancti Venite " was sung in Ireland in the fifth century—the,  
time of St. Patrick. There is an actual copy of it extant which was 
used in Bangor, Oo. Dawn, in the seventh century. This copy was 
taken from Bangor to Bobbio (where St. Columbanus died) and is at 
present preserved in the Asiabrosian library at Milan. The hymn used 
to be sung, in Latin, in all the ancient churches of Ireland, at the 
Communion of the Mass. It was written, according to all authorities, 
by St. Sectindinus (Seachnall in Irish), the Bishop of Dunshaughlin. 

34 

I have set all these Ipaweris around me, 
Againsedanger and dole 

Of all the foe-powers that would wound me 
In body and soul; 

Against each incantation 
By false prophets breathen, 

Against black legislation— 
The laws of the heathen, 

Against idolatry's wares, and heretical snares, 
Against spells of the women, smiths, druids, the whole 

Of that knowledge which blindeth the soul. 

Christ keep me to-day 
Against poison and burn, 
Against drowning and wounding, 
Until I may earn 
The guerdon. abounding. 

Christ near, 
Christ here, - 
Christ be with me, 
Christ beneath me, 
Christ within me, 
Christ behind me, 
Christ be o'er me, 
Christ before me, 

Christ on the left and the right, 
Christ hither and thither, 
Christ in the sight 

Of each eye that shall seek me, 
Christ in each ear that Shall hear, 
Christ in each mouth that shall speak me, 

Christ not the less, 
In each heart I address. 

I bind me to-day on the Triune the call 
With faith, on the Trinity—Unity--God over all. 

Christi est maks 
Christi eat salus 

Salus tua, Domine, sit semper nobiscum. 
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DECOYED BY AGENT PROVOCATEUR 

A man named M 	lived in the parish of _Nobber prior to 1798. 
He was regarded as an active United Irishman, tut was an informer. 
He communicated with the insurgent leaders in Wexford, asking 
them to .send a force to Meath where the people, he said, would rise 
with them to a man. He informed them that Whitewood would be a 
suitable' headquarters as it had four or five hundred acres of forest, 
a fresh water lake, timber suitable for making charcoal and large 
trees which could be bored and fitted to make cannons. The Wexford 
men tried to come after the collapse Of their gallant effort at home. 
They arrived at Tara in September. They had to abandon Tara after 
three days and two nights. Through Nivan they retreated in good 
order, till they arrived at Proudstcnvic.' Here there was a skirmish 
on a hill which is still known as Cnoc an Air—the hill of the slaughter. 
Local tradition has it that one wounded Cro6py-  was overtaken by 
three dragoons, but that he left the, three saddles bare before he 
died. A cairn was built over the dead Croppies' grave at Proudstown 
but was removed some years ago by Meath County Council workers. 
At Wilkinstown, a wounded Wexford man named Henry Hacket was 
hidden under flannel cloth by two -women who were weaving. He 
married one of those women and their son, Joseph Hacktt, went to 
America. 

The iniquitous M 	 of Nobber, seemingly, had the yeomanry 
well informed of the intended march of the Wexford men to White-
wood, and the insurgents were harassed continually by contingents of 
the Nerth-Meath and South-Cavan Militia. Wexford had its revenge 
a few years afterwards. A "tramp," on crutches, begging alms, had 
lived about the district for a few months. lise_ kept M 	 under 
observation and got his chance one Sunday morning when he ended 
the informer's life on the lonely road at Cregg. The crutches were 
left in close proximity to the dead body. No trace or tidings of the 
mysterious " tramp " from Wexford -was ever got. 

TRADITIONS COLLECTEB 

In connection with the celebration on Tara, much research has 
been undertaken in various parts of Meath by competent investigators, 
but it has not been found possible to collate the results in time for 
this publication. It is hoped that the investigation will be exhaustive 
and that in due course the story and the traditions of the Croppies in 
Meath will be published in book form. 

Owing to obvious limitations as to time, only a few references to • 
existing traditions have been possible in this Brochure. In fact in most 
parishes in Meath there are known to be Croppies graves; some are 
marked; many are unmarked. Perhaps as a result of present activities 
all these graves—holy places, as Padraig Mac Piaras said—will be 
marked and protected from accidental desecration. 
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Apotheosis of Repeal Movement 

O'CONNELL'S MONSTER MEETING. 

On Tuesday, 15th August, 1843, Daniel O'Connell addressed the 
greatest of all his monster meetings on the Hill of Tara. The repeal 
agitation was at its height and -it reached its apotheosis on the storied 

• Hill. Lady Day in harvest in that year of 1843 was not the least 
significant in the story of the Hill. 

O'Connell was not a revolutionary, but he had done a wonderful 
thing in instilling a spirit of manliness in a people into whose souls 
• the iron of centuries of oppression had entered. The voice of the 
Tribune had accomplished the seemingly impossible, made freemen in 
spirit of a people who had suffered the martyrdom of serfs over the 
centuries. 

He had the people ready for insurrection but he did not give the 
word and for that he has been blamed. The Repeal Movement failed 
and the Black Famine—the artificial hunger—supervened. 

But on Tara that Lady Day in the harvest of 1843 'there were no 
in  - 

During the previous night contingents were constantly arriving 
with bands and banners, with fiddles and pipes, to bivouac on the green 
hill, under the open sky. At dawn the whole place was a seething 
mass of humanity—it was black with niei and women, boys and girls. 

Six altars were erected on the hillside and Mass after Mass was 
-celebrated for the assembled and assembling multitudes. Little else 
was heard in these early hours but the low voices of the celebrants; 
the responses of the acolytes; the soft tinkling of the bells. The drains 
-and the bugles and trumpets were huOhed, while the hundreds ol 
thousands of avorshippei.knelt on the award. 

Such a spectacle had not been seen before; since then only once 
on the occasion of tha Eucharistic Congress in the Phoenix Park ,in 
Dublin in our own day. But at a political demonstration it was and 
Temains unique. 

This was a notable gathering, too, in that the vast mhjority had 
fallen under the influence of Father Matthew. It was a strictly sober, 
orderly crowd. 

O'Connell drove out from Dublin on the box seat of an °per. 
iyarriage--on a preceding car was a piper playing constantly "The 
Harp That Once Through Tara's Halls." Almost all Dublin shops ha. 
been closed and the Metropolis was a dead city—the people had gone 

.north to Tara. 
As be approached Tara O'Connell's carriage was surrounded by 

thousands of horsemen, ranked four deep and marshalled by mounter, 
stewards. 

Contemporary writers described the reception to the Liberator a:. 
delirious. 
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On the immense platform were two Bishops, three Vicars-General, 
thirty priests and a multitude of representative laymen. The "London 
Times," not likely to exaggerate, calculated that there were upward:. 
of a million souls on and around the hill. 

There was no artificial amplification then such 4 we have to-day 
and powerful as O'Connell's voice was it-could not carry to more than 
a small fraction of the assembly. But it is related that the grea. 
Tribune was able to sway the crowd by his gestures and expression.. 
They could almost follow the trend of his wonderful eloquence. 

His speech on the occasion is history. Here are a few extracts 

We are on the spot where the monarchs of Ireland wen, 
elected; where the chieftains bound,  themselves by the sacret. 
pledge of honour and the .holy tie of religion to stand by theii 
native land. This is the spot from which- in ancient times emanated. 
the social power, the legal authority, the right to dominion over 
the farthest extremes of the island, and the power of concentrating. 
the force -of. the nation in national defence. 

A dinner was subsequently served on the Hill and at that 
O'Connell delivered another .  stirring speech. The most significant 
sentence in that. -speech was: " Statestnen 'Should recollect the might 
that slumbered in the arms of a million peasants." 

He was prophetic, toe, _in saying that While the lived an outbreak 
would not take place,-  but, sooner or later, "if statesmen do not 
correct the evil and and restore to Ireland her right„ the day will come-
when .they will weep tears.  _of bloed." 

English statesmen did not correct the evil. Blood was spilt in '48 
and '67; in 1916 and subsequent years the cup was overloaded and 
to-day we have the achievement. 

O'Connell addressed other meetings, but.  none so great as. that at. 
Tara on that Lady Day in harvest in the year 1843. 

IN OUR DAY 

In commemorating the 150th Anniversary of the Croppies on 
Tara. it is fitting that the people of Meath should call to mind the 
many sons of the county 'who sacrificed their lives 'in and subsequent 
to 1916. It would not be possible to give an exhaustive list here. That 
is something yet to be compiled and it would be invidious to name 
180M43 and omit others. Three names may be recalled—the brothers 
Pearse, whose mother had Nobber ancestry and Dick McKee who came 
almost from the shadow of Tara. 
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Meath County Committee 
of Agriculture 

The above Committee provide for amongst other matters 
Schemes of Instruction in :— 

(a) Agriculture 

(b) Poultry-keeping and Butter-making 

(c) Horticulture and Bee-keeping 

Under these schemes qualified officers are employed for 
educational purposes throughout the county. Their duties comprise 
Lectures, Classes, Experiments and Demonstrations of all kinds on 
the farm, in the orchard, garden and apiary, and amongst poultry 
flocks. 

The Committee also provide Schemes for the Improvement 
of Live Stock of all classes 

The services of the Committee's officers are available to 
ratepayers throughout the county and residents of urban areas 
rated in the rural districts. 

Any information required will be provided free on application 
to :— 

W. J. CORCORAN, B.Sc., A.R.C. Sc. I. 

County Offices, Navan. 
	 Chief Agricultural Officer. 
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MOUNTAINSTOWN AND DAFFAN 

When the Wexford men suffered defeat at Tara in September, 
1798, they retreated, svith their associates, in good order. 

To the north of Wilkinstown, at a little bridge adjoining the town-
lands of Mountainstown and Drakestown, they were intercepted by 
Yeomanry under the command of Men named Smyth, Kellett, Gordan-
Jackson and a Catholic named Thomas Corbally. The leader of the 
Crappies was a priest named Father Murphy. In, the ensuing battle, 
local tradition has it, that Father Murphy was fired at from close 
range but was miraculously able to catch the missiles in his hands 
and fling them back at his foes, taunting them that his life could .not 
be taken by any man but one of his own religion. 

Corb'ally, the Catholic yeo, advanced in a rage and slashed the 
411-jest on the neck with his sword. Father Murphy went to the stream, 
bathed his wound and bound it. He then laid his head on the wall 
of the bridge and died. 

The Croppies retreated to Millar', fighting stubbornly. At Raffan 
they encountered a fresh reinforcement of leos. The patriots stood 
up to the new menace though, with gun ammunition exhausted, they 
had to rely on their pikes and right sturdily they used them. 
Tradition has it that the last charge in their guns consisted of the 
buttons cut from their frieze coats. 

They waged the unequal battle until night fell and then the 
Red Coats withdrew to safe quarters, leaving the Irish on the field. 

Covered by the night, the surviving.  Wexford men, who had 
earlier intended- to get to Whitewood, where there was good shelter 
and provisions, decided to make for home. Accordingly they veered 
eastwards, some 2,000 strong, .through Crossgims, Lobinstown and 
Creewood, intending to cross '''tha Rayne, east of Slane.. 

Scene, too weary to continue, hid in the furze and cornfields. 
around Nobber, Killbeg, Castletown, Lobinstown, Rathkenny and 
Slane. 

How they fared, the numerous cairns in these districts tell. 
There is another local tradition that the men bad filled their pockets. 
with corn to eat on the way. When they fell and were buried the 
corn grew in the following season over their graves. 

• 
THE SYMBOLISM 

It was a happy thought to symbolise the occasion of the commem-
oration on Tara by the ceremony of handing over the colours by the • 
representatives of survivors of the Old First Eastern Division 
the citizen army of the immediate past—to the F.C.A.—the citizen 
army of to-day—the men who did their dhare to win freedom passing 
on the flag to the men who may have to sacrifice themselves so that 
that freedom may be maintained. 
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With Duffy's Matt and Mickey's Pat 
And Haghie Gilsenan, too, 

While in the forge for Ireland worked 
Young Paud O'Donohoe. 

By PATRICK ARCHER 

When the Yeos were in Dunshaughlin 

And the Hessians in Drumree, 

And spread through fair Moynalty's plain 

Were the Fencibles iif Reagh. 

When Roden's God-less troopers reigned 

From Skryne to Mullacroo 

And hammered were the pike heads first 

By Paud O'Donohoe. 

Young Pend he was as brave a boy 

As ever hammer swung, 

And the finest hurler that you'd find 

In the lads of Meath among. 

And when the 'wrestling match was o'er 

No men could boast be threw 

The black-haired,,sitlith of Ourraha, 

Young Paud O'Donohoe. 

But ninety-eight's dark season came 

And Irish hearts were sore. 

The pitcracap and the triangle 

The patient folk outwore. 

Young Paud, he thought of Ireland,. 

Arid says, there's work to do. 

We'll forge some steel for freedom, 

Says Paud O'Donohoe. 

And at Curraha each night 

You'd bear his anvil ring 

While scouting on the roadside 

Were Hugh and Plhelim King, 

But a traitor crept amongst them 

And the secret soon was sold 

To the captain of the yeomen 

For his ready Saxon gold. 

And a troop rushed out one evening 
From the woods of lone Kilhrue 

And soon a rebel }prisoner bound 
Was Paud O'Donohoe • 

"Down on your knees, you _rebel dog," 
The Yeoman captain roared, 

And high above his silvered crest 
He waved his gleaming sword. 

"Down on your knees to meet your doom; 
Such is the rebel's due," 

But straight as pikestaff 'fore him stood 
Young Paud O'Donohoe. 

And there upon the roadside 
Where in childhood he had played 

Before the cruel Yeoman 
He stood quite undismayed. 

"I kneel but to my God above, 
I ne'er shall bow to you. 

You can shoot me as I'm standing 
Said Pend O'Donohoe. 

The captain gazed in wonder, 
Then lowered his keen-edged blade. 

" A rebel bold is this," he said. 
"He's fitting to degrade." 

"Here men, unbind him, 
My charger needs a shoe. 

The King shall have a workman 
In this Paud O'Donohoe." 
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New to the forge young Paud has gone, 
The Yeomen guard the door 

lAncl soon. the angry bellows 
Is heard to snort and roar. 

The captain stands with reins in hands 
While Padraic fits the shoe. 

And when 'tis on it's short the shrift 
He'll give bold Donohoe. 

The last strong nail is firmly clinched, 
The captain's horse is shod. 

Now rebel bold thine hour . has coins; 
Prepare to meet thy God. 

But why holds he the horse's hoof? 
There's no more work to do. 

Why clenches he.  the hammer so, 
Young Paud O'Donohoe. 

A leap! a roar! a smothered groan, 
The captain drops the rein 

And sinks to earth rwith hammer head 
Sunk deeply in his brain, 

And lightly in the saddle, 
Fast running towards Kilbrue 

Upon the captain's charger sits 
Bold Paud O'Donohoe_ 

A volley from the muskets; 
A rush of horses feet; 

He's gone and none can capture 
The captain's changer fleet. 

And in the night Winds backward 
IComes a mocking loud halloo! 

Which tells the Yeomen they have lost 
Young Paud O'Donohoe. 

And still in Meath's fair county 
There are brave lads, not a few 

Who would follow in the footsteps 
Of Paud O'Donohoe. 

THE COUNTY TOWN 

IT is a matter for regret that in this Brochure we are unable 
devote more space to historical events in the county apart frora 

Tara. Ceanannus Mor itself, with its great associations; its priceless 
crosses; the Book of Kells itself, would fill a volume. It would, how-
ever, b inexcusable to pass over Trim, the County Town of Meath, 
where the people rightly claim . that they have been left ruined remind-
ers of every fight for nationhood from the time of the Norsemen to 
the era of the Black-and-Tans. 

The town of Trim.  (Ir. Ath Truian: The Ford of the .Elder Tree) 
is of particular interest to the archaeologist, and the following graphic 

,description by Sir W. Wilde summarises the appeal of its historic 
ruins:— 

To see Trim aright, the tourist must approach it by the Blackball 
road from Dublin, when all the glorious ruins which crowd this historic 
locality and which extend over a space of about a mile burst suddenly 
'upon him; the remains of St. John's Friary and castellated buildings 
at the bridge of Newtown; the stately Abbey of St. Peter and St. 
Paul a little further on, raising aloft its tall, light, and ivy-mantled 
windows; the neighbouring chapel with its sculptured tombs 
and monumental tablets; the broad green lawns, through which 
•the Boyne winds between that and Trim; the grey massive towers of 
King John's Castle, .with its outward walls and barbican, the gates 
and towers and bastion the fosse and moat, and chapel; the Sheep 
Gate, portions of the town wall; and towering above all, the tall, 
commanding form of the Yellow Steeple

' 
 Which seems the guardian 

The town is pleasantly situated on. the River Boyne, and is still 
a place of consideraible importance. Trim is believed to have been one 
of the oldest of Irish ecclesiastical Sees, and the Yellow Steeple is said 
to occupy the site of the original abbey of St. Mary, founded in 432 
A.D. by St. Patrick. The Steeple. is a lofty Anglo-Norman building 
in five stages, and is 125 feet in height._ It was probably built "as a 
watch-tower over the adjoining country. It is now a •  ruin, as the 
west wall, destroyed by Oroanwell's cannon, has never since been 
4restored. The SheePgate, nearby, and the Westgate are the only 
two remaining gateways of the old town. To detail the history of 
-the ruins at Trim were to write the history of medival Ireland. 
The town began with the establishment of a small bishopric, of which 
St. Tomlin, nephew of St. Patrick, is Said to have been the bishop. 
Of his successors no regular notice is preserved, until the year 1152, 
when the diocese was united with several others to form the See of 
Meath. 

. In the internecine wars of the twelfth century the town was 
burned three times.. 

With the coming of the Normans Trim passed into the.  hands' 
of Hugh de Lacy, under whose sucessars it became a place of much 

• 
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importance. A strong castle was erected here as a baronial residence 
for the family, who also refounded the monastery. In 1220 the pre-
sent castle was rebuilt. 

In the years -which followed Trim played a prominent part in 
history. Edward Bruce halted there after his retreat from Munster; 
later Richard II committed the young Lords Gloucester and Henry 
of Lancaster (afterwards Henry V) prisoners to the Castle. In 1401. 
a Parliament convened at Dublin was adjourned to, Trint, to deliberate 
on the hest mean g of subduing Art Mac Morrougih. On the accession 
of Henry VI another Parliament was held here and again another 
in 1447. Richard Duke of York, father of Edi;vard IV. resided in 
Trim for a while. The townspeople favoured Laanhert Gininel in the 
reign of Henry VII. Three other Parliaments were neld in the last 
quarter of the fifteenth century. 

During the Oromwellian Wars Trim again was a place of.  military 
importance. The Confederate forces occupied it in 1642, but were 
driven out. In a subsequent attack on the town 'Sir Charles Coote, 
commander of the Croinwellian defending forces, was killed. After 
the massacre by Cromwell at Drogheda, in 1649, the town surrendered 
to the Protector. King John's Castle has had no connection with 
that monarch, save that he stayed there while on a visit to Ireland. 
It was founded by Hugh de Lacy, and rebuilt later. Its ruins, occupy-
ing an area of two acres, are remarkably well preserved, and are con-
sidered to surpass any others in Ireland. They consist of a lofty 
keep, with turrets lhaving a total height of 70 feet, and fluted by 
rectangular towers abutting on each side. Externally thus the ruin 
shows twenty sides. The outer wall is almost 500 yards in length, 
and is 'strengthened_ by—ten_circular towers, including these at the 
gates, at almost equal distances. A moat ran an around, and could 
be filled from the Boyne river, and the Castle thus isolated. The 
barbican is well preserved, but the portcullis and drawbridge have • 
disappeared. 

Trim possessed two other fortresses—Nangle's Castle and 
Talbot's Castle. The latter was built in 1415 by Sir John Talbot, 
Lord Lieutenant of Ireland. It was later converted into a school, 
where the Duke of Wellington received his early education. The Duke 
lived in a house in Dublingate Street, where a lofty pillar, crowned 
by his statue, commemorates him. 

The Parish Church is also an ancient edifice; its steeple was 
erected in 1449 by Richard Duke of York; of the Grey Friary of 
Observations, which stood beside the river on the site of the Court-
house, no traces remain. 

TRADITION 

WHERE LOCAL TRADITION is quoted, due allowance must be 
made for the alterations which stories passed by word of mouth 

undergo in the course of years. As an example, there is the story of 
the leader who caught Wets in his hands. Probably the original 
fact was that, having survived rains Of bullets someone said he bore 
a charmed life, and this developed into the picturesque account 
current to-day. 
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