
  

Arthur Wesley was born in 1769, in the same year his great opponent, 
Napoleon, was born. Nobody is sure of Wellington’s exact birthplace. 
There are more than twelve different places suggested. In Trim it is firmly 
believed that he was born in a stable on the Summerhill road into the 
town - this may have given rise to the Duke’s well known saying “To be 
born in a stable does not make one a horse.” The young Wesley was 
educated for a period at the Diocesan School at St. Mary’s Abbey in Trim. 

He served as A.D.C. to the Lord-Lieutenant and became M.P. for Trim in 
1790. He was also a member of Trim Corporation. In 1806 Arthur 
Wellesley married Kitty Pakenham thirteen years after becoming engaged. 
The Pakenham family resided at Tullynally Castle which is just outside 
Castlepollard in neighbouring Westmeath. 

Arthur joined the Government in 1807 as Chief Secretary of Ireland. 
Wellington distinguished himself as a commander in India, Portugal, 
Spain, France and Belgium. He was certainly one of the greatest military 
men of all time - even beating Napoleon at Waterloo. 

After his military career was over Wellington took an interest in politics. 
He was Prime Minister in 1829 when the Catholic Emancipation Act was 
passed. This act did away with the last of the Penal Laws and gave 
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Foreword 

Trim has always remembered Wellington - sometimes with pride, 
sometimes with distaste and sometimes with a mixture of both. Wellington 
is such an important figure in Trim’s history that he cannot be neglected 
yet nothing has been written that explains the strong connections between 
this town and the Iron Duke. This book seeks to redress this gap in the 
history of Trim and provides an introduction to Wellington’s Irish 
connections. . 
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Introduction 
Perched on high the Duke surveys the scene, 

Of boyhood days in youthful pastimes spent, 

Stonefaced he stands clad in lichen Green, 

A lauded and a lampooned monument. 

T.M. 

“The first thing I met in Trim was a tall monument of the Duke of 
Wellington.” So wrote William Bulfin during his visit to the South Meath 
town in the early Nineteen hundreds. Bulfin continued, “It seems that the 

Duke was born somewhere in the locality and there is an inscription on 
the monument which tells you that it was erected by the gentry of Meath!” 
These brief references to the famous monument were written by Bulfin, as 

he put it himself, more or less hurriedly during his celebrated bicycle 
journey around Ireland at the turn of the céntury. They hardly do justice 
to the magnificent structure that has graced the South Meath skyline since 
the year 1817. 

Had the author of “Rambles in Eirinn” the time to pause and admire the 
slim corinthian column he would have been pleasantly surprised and not a 
little confused. Like today’s visitors to the town he could hardly have failed 
to be impressed by the quality of the stonework, the variety of decoration 
and the overall grandeur of the testimonial. Like today’s visitor too, he 
could be forgiven for thinking that he was in London, Vienna, Rome or 

one of the other great centres of architecture and not in the heart of 
County Meath. But in Meath he was and today nearly a century later the 
tapering limestone column topped by Thomas Kirk’s figure of the Iron 
Duke has become a focal point for the thousands of visitors that come to 
the town each year during the tourist season. For close on two centuries 
now the hero of Waterloo has been observing the cycle of life and death 
from his perch high above the town where he spent his early days and 
indeed if we are to believe the local and traditional view; the town 

where he first saw the light of day. 

Thomas Murray 
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Family Tree of the Wesley/Wellesley Family 

Drawn by Susan Priest   
  

  

Born in a Stable! 

The name of Wellington conjures greatest British national heroes, 
up visions of battles, of military 
exploits and deeds of extreme 
bravery. Arthur Wellesley, the 
Duke of Wellington, one of the 
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Map of Dangan and Trim in 1778 

was born in Ireland in 1769. His 
ancestors, the Wesley family of 
Dangan and the Colley family of 
Carbury were part of the 

Anglo-Irish 
establishment in 

Ireland. Despite the 
fact their families had 

been in Ireland for 

many centuries they 
did not see 

themselves in any way 
Irish. 

Arthur’s grandfather, 

Richard Colley of 

Castle Carbury, took 
the surname 

“Wesley” when he 
inherited that family’s 
estate at Dangan 

from his maternal 

cousin, Garret 

Wesley. The family 
later changed their 
surname back to its 

original form 
“Wellesley” when 
Arthur’s brother 

became Governor of 

India. Richard erected 

a monument to 

Garret at the local 

church of Laracor and 
this monument is now 

to be re-erected in 

 



  
  

the Heritage Centre in Trim. 
Richard expended large sums on 
landscaping Dangan and the old 
medieval castle was renovated and 
enlarged to form a mansion for the 
family. A large park was developed 
with broad gravel paths and at least 
two artificial lakes. Much of the 
estate was planted with trees and 
the road diverted so it would no 

longer run by the Big house and 
disturb the activities there. Dangan 
today is but a shadow of its former 
splendour, the obelisks in ruins, the 

lakes drained, the grounds given 
over to grazing and the walls that 
had once echoed to the sound of 
laughter and music now silent. 

Richard’s son, Garret,was created 

the first Earl of Mornington by 
George III. A noted composer of 
music, he became the first 
Professor of Music at Trinity 
College. Garret married Anne, the 
daughter of Viscount Dungannon 
in 1759 and they had four sons, 

Richard, William, Gerald and 

Arthur who later became the Duke 

of Wellington. 

Arthur was born in 1769, the same 

year which saw the birth of his 
great rival, Napoleon Bonaparte. 
The Duke’s place and date of birth 
are shrouded in mystery and it is 
highly unlikely we will ever know 
these details with a full degree of 
certainty. The most likely places 
are Dublin or Dangan or possibly 
in a coach between either place! 

Canon Ellison in his article in the 

local historical journal, Riocht na 
Midhe, noted a total of eleven 

possible birth places. 

1. Mornington House, 6 Merrion 
Street, Dublin now 24 Upper 
Merrion Street. 

2. A house on the opposite side of 
the street to Mornington House. 

3. No. 114 Grafton Street later the 

Royal Irish Academy House. 

4. Molesworth Street, Dublin. 

5. Dangan Castle, Co. Meath. 

6. Knightsbrook Lodge, Parish of 

Laracor, Trim. 

7. An Inn beside Trim Court 

House. 

8. Mornington, Co. Meath. 

9. Athy, Co. Kildare. 

10. At sea off Dublin. 

11. Between Dangan and Dublin. 

If we are to believe local tradition 

at least a half dozen further 

possible birth places could be 
added to this list. All, however, are 

without evidence and are the 

product of local gossip and 
conjecture, 

Existing documentary evidence is 
confusing but tends to point toward 
a town-house in Merrion Street, 

Dublin or Dangan castle as the 
most likely place of birth. 
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SRANSTORSYT 

Dangan Castle 1841 

The actual date of birth is also not 

clear with suggestions ranging from 
March 6th to May 1st. Whatever 
the later confusion Wellington 
always kept his birthday on May 
1st. His exact date of birth almost 

led to a court case later in his life 

when it was claimed he was born 

after May 1st 1769 and therefore 
under 21 when elected a Member 

of Parliament. z 

There is a local story which says 
Arthur was dropped and fatally 
injured while still a baby and was 
replaced by the careless nursemaid 

with the son of a common cobbler. 

If this were true then it would 

mean Wellington’s boast of not 
having a single drop of Celtic blood 
in his veins was incorrect. 

One of the Duke’s best-known 

sayings was “Because a man is born 
in a stable does not make him a 

horse.” Trim locals interpreted this 
to mean that Wellington was born 
in a stable on the road from 

Dangan into Trim but Wellington 
probably meant that just because ~ 
he was born in Ireland this fact did 

not make him an Irishman. 

 



  

Childhood 

   
Arthur attended the Diocesan 

school at St. Mary’s Abbey in Trim. 
This building, also known as 

Talbot’s castle, stands on the north 

side of the river Boyne opposite 
Trim castle and was originally an 
Augustinian monastery. In 
medieval times this monastery was 
a place of pilgrimage and held the 
shrine of the miraculous statue of 

Our Lady of Trim. In the early 18th 
century it was home to Esther 
Johnson, better known as “Stella”, 

the friend of Jonathan Swift, author 

of “Gulliver’s Travels”. 

Near St. Mary’s Abbey stands the 
Yellow Steeple which was the bell 
tower of the medieval monastery 
and features in the most popular 
local tale about Wellington. One of 
Arthur’s older friends, Edward 

St. Mary’s Abbey 

  

Crosbie, climbed to the top of this 
high tower. On reaching the 
summit he took out a piece of 
paper, wrote on it and dropped it 
to the ground. It was his will, in 

which he disposed of his game 
cocks and other boyish valuables, in 
case he should be killed in coming 
down. Edward eventually reached 

the ground safely to discover the 
small Arthur Wesley crying. He 
reassured Arthur he was unhurt 

and down on the ground safely. 
Arthur replied he was not crying 
because of fear for Crosbie’s safety 
but because nothing was left to him 
in the will. Some sources give the 
name of the child as Richard 
Crosbie who was later to become 
the first man in Ireland to make a 
balloon flight. Another well-known 
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pupil of the school was the famous 
astronomer and mathematician, Sir 

William Rowan Hamilton. 

Arthur was tutored by a governess 
together with the Perceval children 
who resided nearby at Knights- 
brook House. A bell was later 

presented by 

Arthur to the 
family to. 
commemorate 
the connection. 
The “Duke’s 
bell” is still 
passed down 
from 
generation to 
generation of 
the Perceval 
family. 

In Dunshaugh- 
lin it is believed 
Arthur went to 

school at Rev. ir 
Hugh Nelson’s 
school in the 
village and there is a similar story 
relating to Arthur’s attendance for 
one week at the French school at 
Portarlington. Local folklore has it 
that he grew to dislike the French 
while attending there. His brother, 
Richard, did attend the school at 
Portarlington. 

Arthur spent some of his early 
childhood at Dangan and Trim. His 
mother evidently disliked him and 
he annoyed her with his slow thick 
speech and dull manner. She 

   
The Yellow Steeple 

considered him awkward and stupid 
and sent him to school in England 
first at Chelsea and then for a year 
to Eton. When Arthur was twelve 
years old his father died, a death 

brought on by the financial worry 
of maintaining a beautiful but 

unproductive estate. Finding it 
difficult to 

meet expenses 
his mother 

moved to 

Brussels where 
Arthur was 

educated by 
Monsieur 
Goubert..A 

fellow student 
remembered 

that Wesley was 
very fond of 
music and 
_played on the 
fiddle. Later 
while serving in 
India he 
decided to give 

up this unsoldierly past-time and 
consigned his instrument to the 
flames. 

  

Arthur spent a year at the School 
of Equitation at Angers in France 
before returning to England in late 
1786. On the 7th of March 1787 he 
was made Ensign in the 73rd 
Regiment of Foot and began his 
long and distinguished career in the’ 
army but his carly promotions 
owed more to family influence and 
purchases than to his ability. 
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Aide de Camp to Lord Lieutenant 

Arthur managed the mortgaged 
family estates at Dangan for his 
brother, Richard, while he waited 

for a government position to 
become available. Dangan was sold 
to a Colonel Burrows in 1793 and 
the rest of the estate disposed of in 

1816. The mansion at Dangan was 
leased to Roger O’Connor in 1803 

   
pay homage at the home of the 
Iron Duke. 

While managing the Dangan estate 
Arthur lived for a time in a small 
five windowed house with a 

courtyard in Dublin-Gate Street, 
Trim (now Emmet Street) and also 
resided for a while at Fosterstown, 
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sum from This 

the Insurers. O’Connor also 
featured in a sensational trial being 
acquitted of implication in the 
notorious Galway mail coach 
robbery in 1812. Later in the 
century Dangan became a place of 
pilgrimage for visitors, wishing to 

simple house with its tree lined 
avenue was home to Arthur while 
his great opponent, Napoleon was 
already leading armies to victory. 
The present Fosterstown House 
dates from 1843. 

  

  

In 1786 Richard wrote to the Lord 
Lieutenant seeking a position for 
Arthur, “Let me remind you of a 

younger brother of mine, whom 
you were so kind as to take into 

your consideration for a commis- 
sion in the army. He is here at this 

moment, and perfectly idle. It is a 
matter of indifference to me what 
commission he gets, provided he 
gets it soon.” By 1787, Richard was 
a rising young politician and junior 
Lord of the Treasury and secured 

round of dinner parties, dances, 

picnics and amateur theatricals and 
all on an income of £125 per year. 
Running up debts, Lord Bucking- 
ham came to his assistance. He was 
also forced to borrow from his 

landlord, a boot maker. In 1790 the 

Earl of Westmorland succeeded the 

Marquis of Buckingham as Lord 
Lieutenant of Ireland. This change 
however, made no difference to 

Arthur’s position as the new Lord 

Lieutenant kept him on as A.D.C. 

  

Tullynally Castle. Home of Kitty Pakenham. 

Arthur an appointment as A.D.C., 

at 10 shillings a day on the staff of 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, 

who was at this time, Lord 

Buckingham. 

The first two years of Arthur’s life 

as A.D.C. were happy ones, living 
as he did the fashionable social life 
of Dublin Castle, dancing 

attendance on Lady Buckingham 
and engaging in a continuous 

By the time Arthur was 22 he had 
reached the rank of Captain in the 
58th Regiment of Foot. To the 
young Arthur, life was becoming 
more complicated by the month - 
card playing, music, politics, trying 
to make ends meet and now 
romance. Kitty Pakenham was an . 

Irish beauty and the daughter of 

the Baron of Longford and 
Catherine Rowley of Summerhill. 
Arthur and Kitty exchanged vows 

  

123



  

but objections were raised by the 
Pakenhams on the grounds that 
Arthur had little means of 
supporting a wife. 

The Pakenhams lived at Tullynally 
Castle, near Castlepollard in 

County Westmeath. One of the 
earlier Pakenhams had married a 
rich heiress, Elizabeth Cuffe, who 

brought the town of Longford into 
the family’s possession and the title 

of Countess. The Pakenham’s were 

a wealthy family with an income in 

excess of £2,000 in 1737. They were 
also to boast of the first modern 
central heating system installed in 
any house in the British Isles. 

The objections of the Pakenhams 
resulted in the couple separating 
with the mutual understanding that 
they belonged to each other 

although they were not officially 
engaged. 

Not a single word was to pass 
between the couple for the next 
twelve years. 

Admission to Trim Corporation 

Admitted as a Burgess in Trim 
Corporation on 
the 29th of 

June 1789 
Arthur signed 

his first set of 
Corporation 
minutes on the 

29th Septem- 
ber. The 

Burgesses 

administered 
the local affairs 
of the town and 
were the local 
government of 
the day. The 
Corporation 
was governed   Trim Town Maces 1728 

by the Charters it had been granted 
by various 
rulers of 
England 
dating back 
to Richard I. 

Part of the 
regalia of the 
Corporation 
were the 
Town Maces 

which had 
been 

presented by 
Garrett 

Wesley in 
1728. These 
are now the 
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property of Trim Urban District 
Council and are stored at the Bank 

of Ireland, Market Street. 

At the March 1790 meeting of the 
Corporation a motion to grant the 
freedom of the town to Henry 
Grattan, the leader of the Irish 

Parliament, 
was ; al 

defeated. . | 
Henry i 
Grattan 

was the 

leader of 

the Patriot | 
Party and 
had 

succeeded 

in winning 
Irish 

parliamen- 
tary 
indepen- 
dence from 

the : 

  

of 

Westminster. 

“Mr. Wesley” is recorded as one of 
the tellers for the count. Arthur 
fought the admission of Mr. 
Grattan as he stood for an 

independent Irish Parliament and a 
diminishing of the link with 
England. Grattan would not have 
been popular in Westminster where 
Arthur’s eldest brother, Richard, 

was Carving a career. Arthur used 
the argument that the only reason 

   

    

   

  

Henry Grattan the 

for admitting Grattan was that he 
was a respectable citizen and to 
admit a host of respectable citizens 
to the Corporation would make it 
unmanageable. It would also greatly 
reduce the influence of the Wesleys 
in the town’s affairs. However at 

the following 
meeting 
Grattan was 
unanimously 
admitted as 
Burgess of 
the town. 

* Arthur’s 

. Opinion was 
valued at 
Corporation 
meetings and 
he is listed as 

one of the 

committee 
appointed 

“to give their 
sound advice 

in affairs of 

  

Corporation.” Arthur Wesley 
attended every meeting of the 
Corporation until September 1793 
and signed each assembly minute. 

The records of the Corporation, 
which include the years of Arthur’s 
participation are now in the 
safekeeping of the National Library 
but a number of the volumes are 
on display at the Trim Branch 
Library in High Street. 
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M.P. for Trim 

Arthur’s brother, William, held the 

family seat of Trim in the Irish 
Parliament from 1784 until 1790 

when he inherited his cousin’s 

estates at Ballyfin in Co. Laois and 
became an M.P. at Westminster. 

The election for Trim vacancy in 
the Irish Parliament was held on 

30th April 1790. The two M.P.s 
elected were Rt. Hon. Lt. Gen. 

John Pomeroy and the Hon. Lt. 
Arthur Wesley. However a petition 
was tabled regarding the validity of 
the election of Arthur as it was 

claimed he was under 21 on the day 
of election. Among the witnesses 
called was Mrs. Masters, the nurse 

at Dangan Castle, who received an 

order to attend the Committee 

meeting with the family Bible in 
which the births were entered. This 

might have settled the question of 

the date and place of the Duke’s 
birth once and for all but the 
petition was withdrawn. 

Arthur spoke on very few occasions 
in the Parliament but in 1793 he 
seconded the address in reply to a 
speech from the throne announcing 

preparations for war with France. 
A Bill was introduced in 
Parliament to remove some of the 

disadvantages which Catholics 
suffered because of the last of the 
Penal Laws. The Bill gave Catholics 
the right to vote and also sought to 
redress some of their educational 

disadvantages. Arthur Wesley 
warmly supported the measure but 

resisted an amendment which 
would have given Catholics the 
right to become Members of 
Parliament on the grounds that 
voters would unite to support any 

   

    
Trim Castle 
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candidate of their own religion, 

irrespective of policies. 

Richard thought highly of his 
brother’s work in relation to the 
family interests at Trim but 
recognising his genius felt Arthur 
would go on to greater things. 

Arthur held the seat until the 

dissolution of Parliament in June 

1795. Arthur’s cousin, Sir 

Chichester Fortescue became M.P. 

for Trim in 1798 and held the seat 

until 1800 when the Act of Union 

came into force and Trim lost its 

seat in Parliament. 

The Wellesley family received 
£15,000 in compensation for the 

loss of the right of having a 
representative in Parliament. 

Military Life 

Early in May 1794 Colonel Wesley 
sailed from Cork for Ostend where 
a British and Allied force were’ 
taking on the army of Revolution- 
ary France. The French Revolution 
threatened all the established order 
in Europe. Wesley’s first experience 
of active service was a discouraging 
one as the army had to retreat from 

Ostend. His cool actions impressed 
his superiors and a brigade of three 
regiments under his command 
formed the rear guard for the 
retreat. Many of the officers in the 

army at the time were completely 
incompetent. The force returned to 
England in 1795 and Arthur 
returned to Trim. 

Discouraged by the mismanage- 
ment of the Army he wrote to the 

Lord Lieutenant from Trim asking 
for a civil rather than a military 
office. His application was turned 
down. What if he had been given a 

civil office? Who then, if anyone, 
would have defeated Napoleon? 

In 1797 Arthur Wesley arrived in 
India with his regiment and the 
following year his brother, Richard 
was appointed Governor-General 
of the country. It was in this year 
that the family changed their name 
from “Wesley” to what was 
considered the original form - 
“Wellesley”. For the next seven 
years the brothers worked to 

strengthen the British power in 

India and Arthur gained a high 
military reputation. He also 
succeeded in wiping out many of 
the disreputable practises of the 
army at the time. In 1804 King 
George directed that General 
Wellesley should be invested a 
Knight-Companion of the Order of 
the Bath and as General Sir Arthur 
Wellesley, he returned to England 

in 1805. 

  

17



  

Marriage 

In 1806 Arthur went to spend his 
leave at Cheltenham. He was 
preoccupied with his brother’s 
problems and certainly was not 
thinking of romance. Meeting an 
old friend, Lady Olivia Sparrow, he 
was reassured Kitty had not 
forgotten him and was still in love 
with him. 

  

Arthur wrote in reply saying 
“Madam, I wish to marry no 

other”. He hastened over to Ireland 

and they were married by Arthur’s 

brother, Gerald, at St. George’s 

church, Dublin on 10th April 1806, 

twelve years after they had become 
betrothed. 

Arthur wrote 
ne such a long at once to 
informal 

fee 
betrothal the 

and renewed 
cela oy 

his offer of 
one eae - marriage. She 

was sweet in turn 
and good replied that 
but a 

as it was so 
ae 

; 
and totally long since he unequipped 

had seen her 
for me 

that he had difficult role 
better come over te 

she now had 

Ireland and Kitty Pakenham enone : é 
found 

see her in 

case he found her aged and altered 
before committing himself. He 
replied that minds did not change 
with the years. 

There was a story that Kitty had 
been disfigured by smallpox and 
that this was the reason that she 
asked him to see her before he 

committed himself to marriage. 

Arthur cold and neglectful while 
nothing irritated Arthur more than 
to have people afraid of him. He 
also found her childish. Kitty had 
been used to a higher standard of 
living than Arthur could provide 
and this led to arguments about 
money. Arthur found the cost of 
living in England much more 
expensive than in India. 

    

  

At one stage Kitty lent her 
housekeeping money to her brother 

who had incurred gambling debts 
and was then unable to meet the 

tradesmens’ bills which led to 

further upset. 

The couple first made their home 

at No.11 Harley Street, London, 

but were later to move to Apsley 

House, which is now the 

Wellington Museum. Kitty and 
Arthur had two sons, Arthur and 

Charles. While Arthur took 

fatherhood seriously, the conflict in 

the marriage resulted in a split in 
the family with the children taking 
their mother’s side. 

In later life Arthur and Kitty lived 
a good deal apart but there was 

never a formal separation. There 
must not have been any great 

animosity between them because 
Arthur was at Kitty’s bedside when 
she died in 1831. 

   
  

Major General Sir Arthur Wellesley K.B. 

Aged 36 in 1806. The year of his marriage. 

  

19



  

Chief Secretary of Ireland 

In April 1807 Arthur was 
appointed Chief Secretary of 
Ireland. Arthur was reluctant to 
accept a civil office as it would take 
him away from his military career. 
He accepted the post reluctantly on 
the condition that he could leave to 

take part in any wars going on. The 
Government was worried about the 

state of Ireland and feared a 
rebellion as the Irish were 
disenchanted with British Rule and 

were prepared to support a French 
invasion if it came and so Arthur 

set about strengthening fortifica- 
tions to meet this threat. He 
recognised the British were an alien 
power in Ireland depending on the 
sword for maintenance of their rule 

and became convinced no political 
measure would satisfy the Irish 
people. Deciding it was necessary 
to create a sense of unity among 
the different races in Ireland 

Arthur implemented a policy of 
obliterating the distinction between 
Catholic and Protestant. He refused 

the Orangemen permission to 
celebrate the anniversary of the 
defeat of the 1798 rebels at Vinegar 
Hill. 

Much of the Chief Secretary’s time 
was taken up with dispensing 
patronage to supporters of the 
government and ensuring the 

election of Members of Parliament 
favourably disposed to the 
government. Sir Arthur represented 
the borough of Tralee for a short 
time. 

In August 1807 he left his post to 
take command of the reserve in the 

expedition to Copenhagen. When 
Arthur returned to Ireland in 

September he resumed his duties as 
Chief Secretary and received the 
thanks of Parliament for his 

participation in the campaign. 

The resistance of Spain and 
Portugal to the French inspired the 
British Government to employ a 
small land force which they were 
able to raise for Continental 
operations. In June 1808 Arthur 
received the command of a force to 
operate in the north of Spain and 
Portugal. The Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, the Duke of Richmond, 

valued Arthur’s work as Chief 

Secretary and greatly missed him 
when he was absent at war or in 
England. 

Arthur returned to Ireland in 

December 1808 and early in 1809 
received the thanks of both Houses 
of Parliament for his conduct of the 

campaign. He resigned from the 
post of the Chief Secretary in April 
1809 and also resigned his seat in 

  

Parliament to take command of a 
new expedition to Portugal. He 
sailed from Cork with a force of 
9,000 on July 12th. Defeating four 
of Napoleon’s marshals in as many 
months, Arthur distinguished 

himself as a military commander 
and was rewarded with a peerage 
and became Baron Douro of 
Wellesley and Viscount Wellington 
of Talavera. For the next four years 
Wellington was to fight the French 
in what became known as the 
Peninsular Campaign. The 
campaign ended with the 

abdication of Napoleon as Emperor 
and his exile on Elba. In 
recognition of his success Arthur 
was created Duke of Wellington in 
May 1814 and appointed 
Ambassador to France. Early in 
1815 Napoleon escaped from Elba 
and embarked on what was to be 
his hundred days reign. On the 18th 
of June 1815 the great battle of 
Waterloo was fought. A close run 
thing, Wellington managed to 
defeat Napoleon and was hailed as 
the hero of Europe. 

  Wellington at Waterloo 

     



  

Catholic Emancipation 

In 1818 Wellington became a 
member of the Cabinet in the Tory 
Government of Lord Liverpool. 

In 1825 there was a revival of the 

Catholic claims for emancipation. 
Much of the anti-Catholic laws of 

the previous century had been 
dismantled but Catholics still could 

not sit as Members of Parliament. 

Arthur’s brother, Lord Wellesley, 

was appointed Lord Lieutenant of 
Ireland, an appointment which gave 
deep offence to the Orangemen as 
he was a supporter of Catholic 

Emancipation. His appointment 
resulted in riots in Armagh and 

Dublin. 

Daniel O’Connell organised the 
Catholic Association to press for 
emancipation but the government 
declared this association illegal. 

Wellington drafted a Bill for relief 
of the Catholics complaints which 
passed its third reading in the 
Commons. However the King’s 
brother spoke out against the Act 

and caused its defeat and the fall of 
the Government. 

  Daniel O’Connell 

    

  

Wellington was highly respected 
and called to serve in a number of 
important positions with the high 
point of his political career being 
his term as Prime Minister from 
January 1828 to November 1830. 

In 1828 Daniel O’Connell, with the 
help of the reformed Catholic 
Association, succeeded in winning a 
seat in County Clare but was not 
allowed to take his seat in 

Parliament as he was disbarred 
because he was Catholic. This 
election result caused great concern 

in the Cabinet as it could be 
repeated in the rest of Ireland and 
lead to the position where most of 
Ireland was represented by 
Catholics who could not sit in 
Parliament. The King was against 
giving relief to Catholics as this 
would reduce the Protestant power 

and so Wellington as Prime 
Minister had to work long and hard 
to gain support for his Roman 
Catholic Relief Bill. 

Its passing in 1829 gave rise to a 
bloodless duel being fought 
between the Duke and the Earl of 
Winchilsea in Battersea Fields on 
the 21st of March 1829. Wellington 
fired wide and Winchilsea shot in 
the air and then made an apology 
to the Duke. Duelling was banned 
shortly after this incident. 

Personally as well as politically 
Wellington paid a dear price for 
supporting Catholic Emancipation. 
His Government was defeated on 

the Estimates the following year 
and in 1831 the Parliament was 

dissolved. 

In Ireland the effect of the 
conciliation was neutralised by the 
discontent caused by a severe 
agricultural depression. The House 
of Parliament refused to allow 
O’Connell to take his seat as the 
Act only applied to those Catholics 
elected after it became law. A Bill 
was passed at the same time which 
disenfranchised the forty-shilling 
freeholders thereby putting power 
in the hands of the larger and 
conservative landholders. 

The Duke deplored absentee 
landlords who collected their Irish 
rents but lived abroad and felt this 
led to the annually recurring 

starvation in Ireland. He was also 
concerned about the poverty 
existing in Ireland and during the 
Famine expressed his disgust at the 
agony suffered by the people. 

The Duke passed away in 1852 at 
the age of 83. His funeral was one 
of the biggest ever with almost one 
and a half million mourners. 
Twelve black horses drew the gun 
carriage carrying the coffin to its 
last resting place in St. Paul’s 
Cathedral, London, to rest beside 
Nelson’s remains. And so the 
illustrious Duke of Wellington left 
the world. The hero ofso many 
battles was mourned across the 
globe. 
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Wellington Column 

   
A Corinthian column, 75 feet high, 
was erected in honour of the Duke 
of Wellington at the corner of the 
Fair Green in Trim. The 

inscription reads:- "This column 
was erected in the year 1817 in 

honour of the illustrious Duke of 
Wellington by the grateful 
contributions of the people of 
County Meath." The monument 
was erected on this site because 

Wellington resided nearby while 
M.P. for Trim. For close on two 
centuries now the Duke has been 
observing the cycle of life and 
death from his vantage point, high 
above the town. The fairs, the 

festivals, the days of hunger and 
famine and the days of plenty, the 
hero of Waterloo has seen it all. 

The column was designed by a local 
architect, James Bell of Navangate, 
and the statue of the Duke is by 

  

Wellington Column about 1900 

Thomas Kirk. Thomas Kirk, born 

in Cork in 1777 was trained as a 

sculptor in Dublin and was an 
original member of the Royal 
Hibernian Academy. He executed a 
statue of Nelson for Nelson’s Pillar 

in Dublin and a number of other 

notables in Limerick and 

Greenwich. 

For the most of the last century the 
column stood in sharp contrast to 
the squalid misery of the 

surrounding wretched cabins of the 
poor. It is said that the original 
statue of the Duke held a sword in 

his hand but that a local marksman 

shot the sword out of his hand and 

the statue now simply points the 
way Out of town. Irrespective of the 
Duke’s intentions, few visitors leave 

the town without lingering in the 
shadow of this reminder of his local 
connections. 
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Calendar of Events. 
1728 Richard Colley takes the name Wesley and inherits Dangan. 

1759 Garret Wesley marries Anne, daughter of Viscount Dungannon. 

1769 Birth of Arthur, the future Duke of Wellington. 

1781 Death of Arthur’s father. 

1787 Arthur enters the Army. 

1788 Arrives in Ireland as A.D.C. 

1789 Admitted as Burgess in Trim Corporation. 

1790 Elected M.P. for Trim in the Irish Parliament. 

1792 Meets Kitty Pakenham. 

1797 - 1805 Service in India. 

1798 The family changes surname back to Wellesley. 

1806 Marries Kitty Pakenham. 

1807 Appointed Chief Secretary of Ireland. 

1809 - 14 Peninsular Campaign. 

1814 Created Duke of Wellington. 

1815 Battle of Waterloo. 

1817 Wellington Monument erected in Trim. 

1819 Wellington appointed to the Cabinet. 

1825 Proposes Roman Catholic Relief Bill. 

1828 Appointed Prime Minister. 

1829 Catholic Emancipation Act passed. 

1829 Fights Duel with Lord Winchilsea. 

1830 Government defeated. 

1831 Death of Kitty, Duchess of Wellington. 

1852 Death of the Duke. 
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